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declded upon cooly, but nnder pressure amt excitement,
was of course an extrene one {nvolving a rudieal change.
Before the neat evening he had writs out, amlin the hands
of asheriff against overa dozen of hiv leading debtom,
and e intended to make out other accounts a3 soon as
he got time and - commence the new year with a finsueial
policy of unrclenting sternness.  Like all other vesolves
made upon an hipulse, this of Jake Milltiank's was Yable
to be changed ere the new sear was entered upon  Two
days afterwands the Rev. Mr. Mikdiay called in, and
atter drawinga touching pleture of the trialy, strugneles
and misfortunes of one of the men Jake had sued, he
offered to personally yuarintee the debitaf suit contd W
withdmwn, aml some further extension of time allowd,
Of course Juhe could not vexist sueh an appeal, and he
had only shaken bhands and parted with the reverend
gentleman, when a httle stender figured youny  yirl
entered the store, and after looking carnestly  at hiw
with a pair of lustrous but appealing blue eyes she <id
softly, ..t Mr. Millbank, 1 ama daughter of Willinm
Halton, and you have, 1 believe, tahen legul
proceedings against hun for the recovery of what is your
honest dues.  [s there no way to stop these proceedings
but by paying the money you ask, Mr. Millhank ?*

* Nonel am afraid Miss Halton,” said Jake, although
his heart flatly denied what his lips uttered.

Therewere tears in the appealing blue eyes as the yir)
replied, “my father was wway s idered an 1} hle
wan, aud my two brothers 1 believe are, but they cannot
pay, when they do not have what to pay with,  We have
hatt many a struggle these past two years, but we hoped
to pay you Mr. Millbank, and calealated upon payment
of quitca sum from 3Mr. Ponsonby Nerille to do o,
My father and brothess worked hand for what that man
owed thei, but they witl never be paid for it now, Onee
wore Fask you Mr, Millbaak, can qou not withdras that
<snt, and prevent a judgment being given against a
man, who m.ver had one against hint before.  Time is all
ke wants to enable him to pay you.”

In & quick sharp tone Jake replicd to this entreaty,
* Ldid not know your father, like myself, was a victinm
to that polished rascal Neville.” He paused a wmoment
then added, ** 1 will withdraw the <uit Miss Halton, and
tell your father his account is open here Met.”

The girl stood with herbreast heaving and cyes filled
with teary, and there was likely to have been a scene, had
not Dr. Sawboncs and another party entered, and uypwset
allthe senthinent of the occasion, and  compelled the ygirl
to leav ¢ wath only muttered thanks,

Straight laced business men may say  Jake Millbank
wasa fool to let a girl’s tears upset his business calcula-
tions.  Bat talk is cheap. The most rigid commercvial
martinets may remember when a pair of pretty appealing
erves have drawn forth a subseription for the conversion
of Turks, Moors or heathen of the New Hebrides, when
a sermon from x bishop woukl not have Lrought out a
cent for a similar purpose. A pair of bright edex mic
ponerful magmates draning towards gencrous acts, and
when they are illed with an outfit of teary, the manix
httle shiort of & fiend, who can re<ist their influence.

Thus it was with Jake Millbank's suits against his
debtors, A stern impalse dictated them, and gener-
ous impulses terminated them in some instances, and in
othews he reatized the truthe of the proverh, * Suea
bhegza antd eatehr a louse.”

CUAVFER I\,
THE ASSIGNMENT

The man who works his way through life by physical
1abor hax bt little conception of how thental worh wean
a man out in a physical scnse, and any one who could look
at the hagganl careworn face of Jake Millbhank during
the month of January 1335, would searcely recognize the
hearty rugyed youug man of the preceding spring,  He
felt that husiness was gofuye against him, and he wasal-
wost led to think that fate had formed a conspiracy for
s ruin,  The fourth of February with heavy husiness
oblizations maturing was ever in his mind, cven in sleep
it wacuppermost in his dreawms,  He could not see how
lie was to tide over that approaching test. Mr. Ponronby
Neville had brought him not only a loss of that gentle-
man’s account, but quite a little knot of Jake's other cus.
tomers, poor hut honest fanuers lost heavily hy the aris.
to ratic fraud, and had to get their Lills in hiy, Jake's,
books carried over.  He had taken horves in payment of
sotue debts, and had half a dozen hie was unable to scll,
standing in his shed {dle and eating their heads off. The
wmortmge company also presented a little bill of some
three hundred dollary, the cost of foreclosure and trans.
fer of the Whitman fanm, including one year of interest
on mortgage, and three years insurance on buildings, a
watter which had been overlooked, when the famu deed
wacwmade. In this rexpoct mortage fes desesve

crelit for the oompleto manner in which they do basis

nest. They never visk money  on uninsured property,
and while they never look for a dollar theiy agreement
does nat call for, they arexcareful to make all agrecinents
xafe ones on theie side, sud as far ax posible <afe to thar
coustatier, although bis payments may at times beeome
aery ncomvenient sawell s hundensotne, Prompt pay-
ment had to be made or love the furi, which with mnety
ol neres ready for seed i <pring was too satuable to let
Ko Juhe paid the woney amd Kot tas dead, hut it was
the proverbial last straw, and he was the caned financial
Iy, Wix heart «ank within Bim av he Wid anan the dead
of the fann,

$lowm hie was to suceend an pulling throngh the fourth
of February wasw now beyond s comprebiension Be
sides among the creditors ther to be appeised, were
severith new otey in the east, s st ereditoss hald not
pressed him to buy goods for the last fall trude, and ivri-
taterd o litthe at theip coldness, be had bought freely from
several new houses.  The bulkh of his obligationx on the
Tourth were to s which had never handled a dollas of
hiv money.  He could not ash extension of time from
such. What washe to do ¥ Write to his brother, who
tie knew <could swing a few thousand dollars of ready
funds at any moment, His pride would not let him fol-
tow that ¢rurae,  Wetl, he thonght, 1 will consalt Slick.
mouth, for 1 must acknowledize he e <harper witted
than I .

That afternoon hie unbosomed lamself to the machinery
axent, who, after he hiadd heand his state of atfairs, and
anvions state of nund, gave a guffaw of u laugh, and said,
“Jahe, sou're the xame kind of a sucher Iwas tifteen
_\'c:us’ ago. 1 busted themn and lost all 1 bad, but it 1
had to do it agzain, U'd manage it differently.  Now Jake,
you stop your sweating about the fourth of February,and
let same of the fellows who hotd the notes against you do
someof it.  You have had your share ofit. Just you
get what chink you can in your mit and hany to it until
you get things arranged, so that you can pull thyough,
As to the notes, just pay no attention to them. Don't
wnite about them, but let your crhitorx do the wnting
If 1T had donc that fifteen jears ago, instead of
workig myself crazy about the good of ereditors, who
cleaned me out like 3 nest of mts; I could have torcad a
settlement, that wonld have put me <olid onmy feet
aain, That's my advice tor the present, and if any of
your creditors get ugly, tell me, and I'il wive you another
wrinkle or two, that will utahe therr squint around before
theytry tohurt yourvery much™;and asthemachinery agent
conchuded hie grabbadacigarand made for the tront main
door calling out ag he emenged “Harny™ “Harey™ after
a passing famier, who was foreed 10 stop and reply, al.
though it was evident hie wonkd mther not hasve met Mr.,
Slickmouth.

Bad atdvice is oo often {ollowed in preference to good,
and Jake Millbank with no good advice to counterbalance
the evil council of Slickmouth, concluded, but with re-
luctance and yrave doubts in hismind, 1o adopt it in
some measure.  He had no alternative that promised any
velief, except write amd give his state of affairs to his re.
Iations, Hedid write that night to his oldest brother
Arthur, but be did pot state plaints his business dithicul-
ticn.  He stated among other things, that his hcalth was
not as good as he would like, and that on the fourth of
Fehruary hie had olligations to meet, whiclh would tahe
his best efforts.  This watisfiul  his mivgivings sotmewhat,
as it wasa hind of compromise hetween an open wanly
course, anel the erooked one adivised by Slichmouth,
Bexides it the machinery wan’s scheme did not go right,
the fint step was thade towands an appeal to his brothers,

The fourth of Febraary came around, but Jake Mill.
tank had not excaped the worry or sweating as Slick.
wmouth called it Hixnotes hie allowed to go unhonored
and unnoticed, but it had a terrible effect upon him.  He
had never disremnled 2 business olligzation Lelore. and
all that day and for zeveral afterwands he was nenous
and vertless. Then a letter eame from hix Lrother Ar.
thur., It contained advice to take better carr of hix
health, and not fail to apply at howme for financial aid,
rather than et any dishonor be attributed to hix bus.
incss reputation.  “Hemember™ sald the letter, “Our
tather nerer had a dishonorad bhusiness oblization, and
we must not allow a shade to go on his recond, now he is
wone”

This last. sentence brought the tears to Jake's cyex,
whilcit penetrated hiis heart like & barbed weapon.  He
was dazed and unable to fonn a resolution of any kind,
amd was Ir. this state for four days, when he was suddenly
awakened from his stupor, by the delivery of a writ the
perusal of which showed, that one creditor ticant no tri-
fling, It was uscless longer to hide matters.  That day
he wrote his brother telling him he falled 10 meet his
payments of February fourth, and was sued for 330, by
one craditor. e must he xaid Lave prompt reliet. He
alw wrote to another creditor in Winnipeg, one he had

done husiness with trom the start, and who had been not

only lenient, but Kind to him, and infonuned that pasty of
hix bang sued, Tuodays afterwands that creditor was
in Jake's store, and aftec looking hurnedly into his affairy
wlvised bt to assien in trast, wmaking the ereditor him.
self wasignee, Juke took the wivice, Thepapermsw ere made
out and he signed thew,  The Winnipey croditor teft tor
home the mame duy Jeavang Juke i charyge of the store to
carry iton forthe bepstit of the craditors,and promisel to
send up an expenencat elerk, to aid in taking stock and
preparing u statement for a anveting of credites,  He
was not two hours gone, before Slichinouth ealled in, and
on hearing the news from Jake gane hin a seathing lee.
ture for being such w wicher He expounded o far wiser
course to his listener, but ngan assigntient was actually
tade at that tiae, it would not be of uny vatue here to
wive the reader its detailx,

That evening Jahe felt better than he had for two
weebs, He had veered rormd to somethung of an bonest
conrse onte more, aiel that gave smne <atisfaction. The
worst, had come anld the dreaded ermsh was peachad.
St he felt nervous and restless, He bad no appetite for
foud, and hadd enten xarcely anything for several days,
A dizziness cane over hine at times, and he had o wild
throbbing at the templer  He went into a neighboring
g and stativiery ~tore and Jooked at the booke, Some
light readigg might divert s mind from unpleasant
thouyhit<. He piched upa hook frum the counter. 1t
was a hook of poetus. A proze romance would suit him
better, but before Tusayge the fisst volume down some
lintes in the openinge pages caught his cyve, and for a tew
moments he gazed intently at them.,  There was surely
something peculiarly attractive in theu, e looked ot
them agamn and read in an undertone: -

“*The man who seeks one thing and one thing alune,

May hope to attain that, bzfore ltfe iv done:

But hie who seehs ald things, wherever he goes,

Only veaps from the hopes, which arountd him he sows

A harvest of barren regrets”

Jake walhed moodily to his own store and entered it.
He wantad some quicetness, but did not lonyg enjoy such,
as Dr. Sawbones entered hurriedly  followed by Sam
Slichwouth, amd mformal bim that he had just et in
splints the brohen arm of a little boy, the result of a
knockh down the urchin had received by Jahe's setter
hiteh playfully jumping on him. A gun and amunition
belt hung in the store,and the poor dog would soon have
been out of trouble,ad not Slickuwouthbegred a veprieve,
and the possession of the  canine, bath of which were
fully granted. .\ month before that the bull tesmier hat
wet a stdden death fHr attenpting to tear the udder off
a passing cow, so that now Jake wag free from possessing
anything likely to bring to his renembrance Mr. Ponson.
by Neville,

Hiy vixizors Jeft him and with lights Llown out, he sat
in the dark and pondered over the strange lines read in
the poctn. “One thing and one thing alone™ he mutters
ol “Asethere’s where e niissed it 1 have dabbled
e evenything,  Overa thousand dollars sunk in a fana,
another thousand more in horses now eating their heauds
off, and over another thousand a other uscless and une
saleable truck.  With thee reources in hand now, 1
need not have assizmed, although 1 bave been a ool in
giving credit.  There is the key note of all my blundery
and mivfortunex™  Sueh was the tenor of his soliloquy,
aml such was the thane of hiv nervous dreams during
the {ew short perinds of <leep, hie managed to et that
night.

For a few days Jahe Millbank had plenty of sympathis.
ers in his business troubles, and probably more pretended
onet. The Rev. Mr. Mildmay  wasted some pions council
« b, for which he possibly was not sulficiently
wratetal, and the blue cyed dagggater of William Halton
lipped into the store, and with 2 wann nenous grasp
of his hand and a (ace tall of syaupathetic truth, told her
sorrow for his disfortuncs.  JMr. Smith the experienced
clerk who was 10 help him to take  stock arrived, and got
to work at once. Two day# later his brother came also,
and to him Jake made a full statement of how matters
stood, which he concluded with the statement, that he
could sec clearly where hiv mistakes ocommcenced and
what was the fountdation of allhis blundera.  tHis haggand
ook and nervous manner frightenal Arthur, and at the
same time checked any wond of chiding he wight have
for his foolish young brother. Promptly he instructed
Mr. Smith to ccase stock taking, as all he wanted waxa
1ist of labilltics, that cach creditor might be paid one
hundred centson the dollar. Two days later he left
with this list in his possession to sce the assignee in Win.
nipez, with whom after his arrival there, he arranged
the payment of hils Urother’s craditors in full, onc thinl
cashi down, one third in six, and one third in ninc
months from that date, hie to be security for the two
last payinents,

With the retum of Arthur Millbank  from Winnipeg,
came the news of a hall-bread and Indian rebellion in the



