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TRADE REVIEW.

Oﬂicc of CANADA LUMHERMAN, }
. March 3t, 1892
THE GENERAL SURVEY,

RADE during the month has heen in the segion of the
future rather than the immediate present. March has not
Beent 2 busy month for lamber, but the indications point to a
fairly active season so soon as navigation gets in full swing and
the weather will peomit of outside work in building. In
‘Totonto no great amount of building will be done, that will be
helpful to the lomber industey.  The public works under con-
struction do more for the guarsyman and ronmonger than for
the fumlxr merchant; still activity in building will increase
with the opening spring, and the woadewarker will be able to

secure some share of the trade.

In country sections of Ontario business is likely to be fair,
yet without any particular hoom.  Our trade with the United
States shows a marked increase, and is likely to continue
seadily in the same direction.  In the Maritime provinees,
where trade for the past year has been dull, hope is not yot
very beight regarding the future.  Some improvement is at the
sante time evpected. In British Columbia the outlook might
be better. The large harvest of the past season has given o
stimulus to trade in the Nosthwest,  Under the headings of
the ** United States” and ** Foreign ™ we give a resume of con.
ditions in outside markets,

NEW RRUNSWICK,

There is not much movement in trade in this province as yet,
though with the spruce market bracing up in some degree, and
stocks in the English market reported low, an improved trade
is at Jeast hopedd for this year.

QUEREC,

The harhior commissioness of Quelee in their annual sepost
furnish some figures which, though supplied in the main by the
LUMBERMAN in its annual review, will be found valuable as
coming from this particular source.  According to this report
the quantity of square white pine in stock at the first of the
year was 2,043.680 cubic feet: wancy. 2,048,898 fect; red
pine, 34%,165: oak, 522,040; cln, 102,608; ash, 21,3573
birch, 13,1772 Inwwond, 2583 tamarack, 5,686: spruce, 4833
black walnut, 4,122; whitewond, 9,153 butternut, 187 : maple,
2,609 hickory, 3,206: heminck, 11,416; pinc deals, 207,880
sandard, merchantable, 63,902, culls spruce deak, 1,121,3395
stamlard, merch de, 78,611 standard: pine amd spruce
plank, 1, 15, 14 ant 2 inch, 7,656,381 foct; hardwond
plank, 345,846; hemlock and tamarack deak, 1,833,190
Basines has not yet shown any marked signs of revival, bt
the Uelicf s that it will improve when the shipping scavon
actively opens.

MANITONA,

Whilut the peaple of the rairic provinee are nat anticipating
any unhcalthy boomn in building, they have, from the present
comtitions of the country, god reason 1o expect a brisk sea-
son’s Isninexs.  ITmmigration will 5o doulrt be on 2 considlerable
scale this summer: in fact, we are commencing to know some-
thing abuut it already, and the class of men and women who
are deciding to makc this new country their future home appar.
ently powsens ot alone suthcient capital o give them 3 stan,
bt alen ate of 2 chatacter penonally to add the sight kind of
sMeength 10 the communities where they will settle.

ARITINH COLUMRIAL

Lumber Ininess on the Coast continues squict.  The bopeis
entertainad that the turn will >on come, it as vet it is
here.  Ascpwerentative of one of the largest Jumlier companics
returnol from Audnalia duiing the month.  He found trdke
very doprcssad. This is an important fick] for Hritish Colum-
Wa Jumbeer, amd until 2 sevival takes place in this colony a
hitherto protitable outlet for our forest products will e clined,
All repuwrts from the Antipodes confirm what the lamber repee-
seatative citeld states. There is ail 1o be in Mclbourne a
Mack of Jumber oqual 1o a year amd a Balfs consumpiion.
Whikt from thic ome point of trade things are mt Tooking up
avermuch, mmic Ieiter news comes from South America, where
2 good deal of lumler goer. I condidering lumbicr matters
on the Ceast thic ic 1o Ie remembered that the capacity for
deing a lumber trade i<on a lagge sale, amd even when tradde
s repurtad dull, which relativedy it way Le, yeta compantively
large Iminoss may bedoing. The oeal market has been e
potiencing for a little while lack sme of the pleaantrics of
omting priccs, until now the Victeia lumdier deakers have
aial a halt amd formal 3 comline.  The fllawing are the
peices agrend upon: Rewgeh Toelar, per M., $105 best quality

* decssad lumber, por M., $18: o] quality dresol Tuminr,
per M., $tg: lathe, per M., $2.232 <hingles, por M., §2.38.
Gatations ate s follows for cargs ks e freign shipevony,
Iing the peives of the Macifie Vv Lumber Aawciation:
Kongh merchantable, endinary siren, i Tengths to Sty fool,

inclusive, $9 per M. feets rough deck plank, average length
thirty-five feet, $19; dressed flooring, $17: pickets, $9; laths,
four feet, $2.

UNITED STATES,

Writing of trade for the month just closed, and remembering .

that we are not yet “out of the wods” »o far as the winter
season is concerned there is no particular reason to grumble of
trade at any Jeading lumber point.  The movement of lumber
has been impedest in part during the month because of snow
storms that have prevailed over almost every part of the coun-
tey.  But this difficulty will quickly melt away under spring
rains and summer suns.  From almost everywhere come reports
of stocks being short, and as a result prices are holding firm.
There is certain to be a large demand for the better grades of
pine, and for coarser grades there is likely to be a fair call,

The spruce market is looking up and hardwondls are in active
demand,  Whilst on the one hand the continued cold weather
of March had an untoward influcnce on the distribution of
lumber, it has helped the loggers, and will reduce to a niinie
wum the supply of logs 1o be left on the skids.

FOKEIGN,

The wood trade in Great Hritain does not look up.  About
the only consoling condition is the limited supplies of leading
stocks on hand, which means that there must e some buying
in the near future. The more sanguine spirits, however, are
hopeful of a speedy resumption of active operations.  Prices
are fairly well maintained and those for the better grades of
hardwond are decidedly firm,  Hlack walnut logs and lumber
are both in good request and can be readily disposed of at full
peices. The lower grades are not wanted. At Tiverpool
consumption is satisfactory for the time of year, and recent
arrivals light.  The Scattish timber trade has been interrupted
recently to a considerable extent by severe snow stonns, but
demand has Icen fairly steady and prices well maintained.
Denny, Mott & Dickson, of London, Eng., in their latest wood
market geport, say: **The general lethargy which has marked
the opxening months of the year is becoming very disquicting to
large holders of stocks, and is not comdacive to the merchant on
this side making forward contracts for import.”™ A recemt
arrival at Liverpool is a cargo of Canadian goods, consisting
chicfly of what in England is known as pine stocks, ie., pine
hoatds twelve inches wide amd one and oncquarter inches
thick. These bhards are xaid to have been cut for- the South
American matket, but shipped here instead. A public sale of
logs at Hamburg, Germany, the latter pant of Febeuary is re.
ported to have heen quite satisfactory in sesults, and is taken
as indicative of a favorable matket. In Australia trade is
emphatically dull.  There is some improvement in South
Ancrica affairs

TORONTO, ONT.
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BOSTON, MASS.

Bm*m\. Mass., March 31.—This has been onc of the quict.
st lumber points in the Union for several months. No power
above or Iclow scemed to he able 1o move thinge  As we
appeoach closcr 1o spring business fortunately shows some slight
u'nlcatm of improvement. Quite an active trade is shown in

spruce. A stock of white pinc is in the hasds of dealers.
and whilst the demand is not large, prices are stifl.  I'rices on
hembock are easy.  Shingle trade is more stirring than prohably

any other line, and prices steady.
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OSWEGO, N.V.

Oswien, N.V., March 31.—The encouraging winter trade
ddonc at thic point i Ining followe! | wl-lamsal signs of a
lively speing opening.  Stocks are well beoken into and there
will ‘neet 10 be an active mwting up to mect the immediate
demand.  Fine grades of white pinc arc emphatically short,




