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HAMILTON I.Aw ABSOCIATION-Mit. WicKsTRED, Q.C.

Meurs. Martin, Q.C., and Mackelcan, Q.C., and
Teettrae,,apOited delegates ta represent the.
Hangliton Asoaciati0f a: any meeting ta b. held in
Toronto on the. subjeat ai the. revision of the. rules.

À letter was rend from the Vice.President, Mr.
justice Robertson, reilgning- his position onacon
ai his aippointment tu tiie Bench, and the folîowi»g
resalutian wus carried s

IlThat the. AsocIation taie tus opportunity of con-
graigtitng Mr. Thomas Robertsan, Q.C., on hic ap-
pointmont ta the. Bench. and expressing their appre-
ciation af hlm uniform kindness and courtesy as Vice.
Prpsldant af the Association, and the, hope that he
mia, long îhaedetaador the. igh and honourable

Aitr' Mr. Justice Robertsan-wss alto requested ta
dine with the Association.

lo vlew of the. important changes which are aow
taking place in cannection with t he revision ai the
erActice a hope was expresscd that members of the.

o~r thraagiiout the Province would join in the move-
ment and g lys it as much strength as possible. The.
Toronto, London and Hamilton Associations are
laking active steps in the tratter, but the hearty ca.
aperatian ai the. Bar thraughout the Province i.
very desirabie.

MR. WICKSTRR/), Q.C.

Wa talc. great pleasure ln extractiag front the col.
amas af the Ottawa Citîtn~ the. ioliowing references
ta an aid friend ofibtis journal, Mr. G. W. Wick.
stea, Q.(,., late Law Cierk af the. House af Coin-
mont, The country bas in liimn loit a most valuabie
and faithial servant. We trust he may live long
ta enjoy bis weii ear:ied repose,
faceWben the. next Parliament nieets, one familier

faco the officiai staff will b. missing. It has been
known ta three generatians ai politicians, and its
absence cannot but b. feit, especialiy by tbe aidler
meiniers wba, return ta Ottawa. We allude ta Mr.
Wicksteed, who for neariy hali a century bas pet.
formed tbe important duties ai la'. clerk ta the Canae-
dian Legisiative Assembiy mrd House ai Commans.
Aiter tuis long period ai officiai lie, at bis awn re-
quest he bas been reiieved ai bis duties, Dr. Wilson,
ta long bis efficient assistant, bss been appaunted ta
the. position, with the. creditabie distinction af the
recommendation ai Mr. Wteksteed ta tucceed hlm.

" Thtre are few menai la m carcer, who bave sou
ably, so continuausly and ou unexceptionably played
their part on iic's stage; close upon bis niaetietb
year, retalalng bis facuities, his memnory, with ssnim-
paired power, and, what le mare reniarkable, wltb ail
the. geniality, witii that niiik ai humait kindnesa
whieh are ta b. iound in yauag and hopeini mcn, as
yet uasoured by disappointmeat. Mr, Wlcksteed
is stili the cbarm ai tbe snciety which numbers imi
among its memrbers. Ag we write af hlm w. seent ta

V akta au epach kaown ta eus aaly ashistory.
Mr. Wicksteed bas a pvriect recalection ai h>- - u
been seat front hs uncle's bouse ia Cecii stret o:
Caf..e House in the Strand, froin the. baicony af
wiiich h. saw the. lait hanours paid ta the great
admirai as his coffia was carried eastward aSt
Paul'$.

*'Mr. Wicksteed wu induced by bis uncle, Mr.
justice Fletcher, brother ta Sir Richard Fletcher, af
the Engineers, wiio fei! at Saint Subaatian to try bis
fartuneinaC&nada. He arrlvedliSa1in u is twenty-
second year, andi, as was natus'al vlth sxich an Intro-
duction, his attention vas directedl ta 1mw. la tiiose
days French vas of unfiaitely more importance ta antr
anc seeking a publie position thaus It fa at prenant.

IlWhea Mr. Wlcksteed arrlved la Canada, Lord,
Dalhoasie vas Gavernor.Geaeral; aune of the nablest
and puret characters in Canadian histary. At tIsat
date French.Canadian political thought was la the.
infsncy of its training, and at the. interval i ofbai a
entury there are few iih-toned French-Canadians

wiio ea read the part takea by the. prominent among
their couatrymen wîthaut a blasii. Frenchi was then
indispensable. However fully the. Merciiaat Talors'
School iiad iurnished Mr. Wicksteed with an ac-
qitaintance with Hcrace and Tacitus, Xertopbon and
Thucdies it had givea hlm bat a superfictal know-
iegdge ai tbhe language ai Malien.. Bat this very
clasicai traiing eaablcd Mr Wicksteed rapidly ta

raaster the language. The. aniversal character ai
grammar, the Latin etymology ai mach ai the. French,
bis training, wbicb bad taught hlm bow ta study.
came ta, hs aid, Very sonr the question was rc<olved
inta a matter ai memory -ta leara wards in French
which différed [romn thase in Engiish. W. believe
it was Mr. Wicksteed wba transIated into English,
in tbeir day the. celebratcd nincty-twa resolations af'
Mr. Papineu. Mr. Wicksteed becanie a studeat ai
Mr. Gagy, and in 1828 was appainted assistant la'.
cleric to tbe Provincial Legishature. During the
starmy period whicb succeeded, in the. daya af Lard
Aylmer and Lord Gosiord, on the. suàpen'ion ai the
constitution aller the. rebeilian, Mr. W icke;teed was
attscbcd ta the. office ai Mr. Ogden. tbea Attorney.
General. On the. Union ai Canada la 1841, he was
appaintt.d la'. cie, k ta tht: yaang Assembiy ai Canada,
and bas filled the aime position in the parliameat
ai the Dfiminion, thc viiote periad extending over
fiity.eight Vears.

IlThe. versatility af bie attaintrients, and bis varied
reading have been ai mach assistance ta Mr. Wick-
steed ia the execution ai bis arduous, and sornewbat

proýsaic qai~. Tiie mare iawyer fanda il difficult ta
drph. barharism ai phrase ta which he was accus.

tomed la his yoang days, hence Acts >f Panliameat
are oiten marked by a verbiage whicii cumbers rather
than is expianatory. There is tbe apposite extrerne
wbicii is tempted ta sacrifice prudence ai phraseo!,,gy
ta a brevity wblch vouid b. aeemnly if it gavm security,
but which not unfrequcatiy fauts la its purpose. It is
tiie truc abiliîy whlcb can stt-r betweea thexe excesses.
Tii. long experience a! Mr, Wicksteed, bleaded with
a rare jadgment. and baser! on a wcii-balanced, well.
educated mmnd, have given an imprt us ta the. statutes
drawn up by i, Ao tuât their language Is precise
aad ire. fromn ambigulty, commaadlag tiie respect ai
the finît lawyers la thse country.

"lThe. abilities ai Mr. Wicksteed led ta bis freqaeat-
employment an impo>rtant commissions. On evy
occasion viien bis services have been appeaied ta, ha
bas bhown the strong good serise, and undeviating.
:ntegrIty ai Mei character. And tit ability hau been
enlisted under many varied conditions. 1ev men.
indeed have liveel ta see mach changes. When ho
cama ta the country the finit steamboat hald beea bat-
twelv. years on the. Saint Lavretîce. Tii. Lachine.
Canal iiad not been commenced. Tii. only Improve..
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