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trnsivdy (exerted) towards tlu'ir pMi'ticidar wflfMre, as

u'oU ns lo the iwoTc general turf horanee ot' the

sehcnies of humanity in winch they were engaged,

and tlie gn^ai exertuws you have gone through,

You are well aware that J have always entertained

the most sanguine views with regard to the discovery

ships; and that, notwithstanding nearly eight years

liave elapstul since tidings were received, I still see

no reason to despair. A mass of evidence is before

us* to show that the Polar regions abound in animal

life : the eases of four Russian sailors who spent six

years on Sjutzbergen^ 1748-1), and that of Sir rlohn

Ross and i)arty, who were four years icr-bonnd,

aftord j)recedcnts for the existence of tJie party now

sought tor ; and when we consider moreover that

only the mere portals have yet hci'i? passed, and

scaiccily the threshohi (;ntered uooii of that vast

unknown region, in fo//j part of whu h it is possible

tht^ missing voyagers may b(^ detained, wv may relieve

ourselves from fear of a charge of unreasonableness

or ol)stinacy in the persistence of earnest /fojjf> that

* Wrangell, Anjou, Puny, Uiciiiu-dson, eetoriiiaiui, &(;.
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