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of a dt'ciiaing literature were observable everywhere.

History was pfriii'ps the sole exception, for Gibbon,

Ilunie, and Kobertsou produced works which have be-

come, and must always be considered, among English

Classics ; while these eminent men have, at a later period,

had worthy svicces-sors in Lingard, Hallam and Macaulay.

The stirring events of the American and French revolu-

tions aroused the national intellect from its lethargy ; and

the first signs of a literary revival were given by the [ 2ts

Cowper lud Burns, whose nervous and naturai^gBtings at

once shewed the worthlessness of the taraeJBptenders

who had, for a tiu.e, impoted on the public tagre, A new

generation of eminent writersjollowed, the chief of whom

were Scott, Byron, Wordsworth, Campbell, Moore and

Coleridge. Under their influence literature was endowed

with a new life, with every sign of permanency. The

impetus given to the science of political economy by the

great work of Adam Smith, has been followed up by suc-

ceeding writers with great zeal and research, and his

labours and theirs have had a most extensive influence

on the commercial policy of England and the whole,

world. Science has advanced at an equal pace, and

astronomy, "geokgy, philosophy, anatomy, and natural his-

tory, have beenstiulied and taught with a zeal and success

equally remarkable and gratifying. In physical science

the biilliant discoveries of Davy and others have changed

the whole aspect of chemistry. The steam engine, which

we owe to *he genius of Watt, has gradually been applied

to nnvigntion, to land caniage, to manufactures, and to


