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n many iiifl.uiccs clifjirraccd and dilhonourcd tils p.nity,

who have IrcqutMitIv proved thendelves, to ii(c a very

trite but very cxjjrcllive proverb, peniiv wile—pound

f'jolidi. When we analvz<; the hoalled (pirit ot crono-

)nv to which tlie oppofition to a navy may be in part

afcribed, we Ihall find it arifes from two lourees ; the

one, Irom men n| narrow minds carrvirig into pul)lic,

tlie liiK kl.crinj.'j habits ot private lite. The oilier, a bafc

ipiiit ot courting popularity bv hnlb-mding the public

iiioncv, even on ocealions when liberality is true econo-

my, which is as tre(jucntly the eai'; in public affairs as

in piivate lit^. Both motives are ecpially contempti-

ble ; but tiie latter is the more pernicious, and produces

the molf ruinous confcquences. It llarves and Imotlu-rs

public undertakings, and public fpirit, and often de-

frauds illufbious men of their due rewards. To this

vile fpirit we niufl afcribc the ncver-enough-to-be-def-

pifed debate, whether Eaton, the glorious and immortal
hero of Derne,* fhould have a fword or a medal ! a de-

bate which brought down on the congrefs in which it

took place the contempt of every magnanimous and lib-

eral man in the nation ; a debate which would have dis-

graced the common council of the mofl petty borough
ill the union. To this fpirit it will be due that votes of
thanks, and fwords, and urns, and other cheap modes
of difplaying our gratitude, will probably quiet our
minds, and deceive us into the opinion, that we liave

I-aid the boundlefs debt due to the Perries, tlie Macdo-

* Pt'ihaps I may he wronj; in my rsfimnlfoii of Jhts c:;jili)it. Rut
I cannot lu-lp rt'jftudinj; it as one of llir ni si illuatrimiH evtnJs in
Aineiiran military aft'iura by ianil—wl.cn !»ll flie c'im'ms.liM,<«s of
the case are taken into view I ncvti ><f)«fi uiiliom uiu-./finrnt
and attmnation on the heroism of the ui>llaiil baml, m|o uiult r ihin
inlre|ii»l chief piJircJ thrnu{jh the dcsart. and Kliook a jiowcrfnl
usu.por's throne to tlie centre. 1 have always dc|>l«.r{il tlte inaiis|)i-
clous interference that dashed tlie jjlorious prize in the earih jnst as
Eaton had slretchtd o»l his band, and wjis rcadv to seizr- it wiihont
Ibe smallest dan|;er of an unfavoiahle result. I lu siau of [VJassa-
cbusotts acquired grcrjt honor by its liberalily lo the warrioi o/
©erne, on whom »t bestowed a valuable tract of land as a niaik of it*
esteem ai.d admiration.
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