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Itvious aud

tiadeniat)le object—the object of contributing my feeble ctTorts towards allaying

fie » ifervescenct, the turbulence, the animosity that pervade the community, ana

are pregnant with such alarmin,; coiisequence>-.

or the tune. that has elapaed since its tirst appearance, I hive availed myself,

to amplify—to methodise—and to improve it. And altiiou!^li I am very far in-

deed from presurain? it to be perfect, yet I hope it will be found more entitled to

patronage than it was in its original diishabille

It einuraces a very convulsed period of our history ; and has been written un-

der no common di-.ulvant.jges i h ivo labored undor a deiiciency of various ma-

terials and documents, wuicli noexTtion- li ive on ililed me to procure—and il hag

been begun, ca. rii-'d on, and completed in mcniimts constantly subject to those in-

terruptions iut'vitable in the pressure of busiisess To suppose, then, it were ')er-

fect, would argue a degree of insanity which the fondest ;md most doting deli-

rium of pitvnial vanity could harf^.ly palii^te. it would be a case unparalleled

in thci ann lis of literature Tiie world has had lU ncrous iasfini-es of men of

mo'-: splendid tnlems—of laboriotil research—wit!i <>.bund..nt milerials and doc-

!im nts -enjoying full leiijure to do justite to their --ubjerts—and employing

years ibr ilie purpo<f—yet falling into r;g;egi^us errors. It could not then ^
expected that a work embracing .nich a v.u-i::*y of objects, and wriiten under the

circumsta-joss I have stated sliouid b;' free from Liiem But the reader may rest

assured tliat whatever they may be, thf^y have not resuUfd from design They
are the offspring of slcnderness of talent-—dtMciency of ni iterials—inadvertence

—or that bias to whicli ail men are "subject in a greati r or les-- degree, when trea-

ting on subjects wherein they feel deeply interested . of the latter, however, i

havii labored to divert myself
Hid I written with any view to literary reputation, the work would have

male a totally different appearance. Instead of presenting!; \\\ti reader with

so many documents verbatim, 1 should, as is usual, iiave given abstracts of them
in my own words—and thus formed a regular connected narrative of events, far

more agreeable to read than the woik in its present form, and rather easier to

write ; for t le readier may rest a>sured, that I have written three pages in less

time than I employed in the ^t-arcii for a single document, which does not occupy
one, and wliereof 1 coii'd readily give an analysis ; and long, laborious researches
for a document or newspaper paragraph or essay, have not unfrequeutly been
wholly in vain.

But though a thirst for literary reputation is far from illaudable—and though
it inspires to great exertions, and has been the honored parent of some of the
mos' stupendous efforts of the human mind—it has not hud the slightest influence

on me in this case It would have buen utterly unavailing to counteract the
loalhi 12!. the abhorrence 1 felt for entering into political discussion or for making
my*< If O'ice more an object of newspaper assault, of which few men in private
life have been honored witii a greater simre.

No. I appeal t) heavni for the truth of what I now declare, I soared to
higher objects far beyond .such narrow views. I believed— i still believe— tliat a
dissolution of the union is contemplated by a few ambitious and wicked mon

;

that in the state of excitement to which the public mind is raised, and which is

hourly increasing by t!ie most proilig.ite disreaard of truth and tiie welfare of the
country—and by t'le utmost prosti'ution of talents—a mere trifle would snfuce to
proiluce a convulsion— (as, when you have collected together a quantity of highly
combustible materials, a single spark suffices to produce a conflagration)—that a
dissolution o( tho union would infalliby produce a civil war; that in the event of
a civil war, tiiere would be a stru gle througliout the country for the ascendency,
wherei ri would he p rpetrated atrocities similar to those which disgraced the
French revolution; that even if we should be so fortunate as to escape a civil

war, or, (if we should not.) after it" termination, and the establishment of sepa-
rate confederacies, the country would be cursed with a constant border war, fcv

menled by the nntions of Europe, to whom we sliou'd be a sport and a prey ; and
that, in one word, a nation most highly favored by heaven is on the very verge of
perdition.
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