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times heard of them that have been there,

bcfides the witnefling of "Jofepb Acofia.

J he hearts Coming into the country of the Armou-

llAr^r-l ^^'J"""* ^"'^ 80'"g farther towards yirj^i-

•L.
' *'

"'^ =*"'' Florida, they have no more ellani

nor beavers, but only ftags, hinds, roe-

bucks, decrs, bears, leopards, lucerns,

ounces, wolves, wild-dogs, hares and co-

reys, with whofe Ikins they cover their

bodies, making chamois of them of the

biggeft hearts. But as the heat is there

greater than in the countries more norther-

ly, fo they do not ufe furrs, but pluck out

the hairs from their (kins, and very often

for all garment they have but half breeches,

or a fmall cufliion made with their matts,

which they wear on that fide that the wind

doth blow.

Rut they have in Florida crocodiles alfo,

which do affail them oftentimes in fwim-

ming. rhey kill fome of them fometimes,

and eat them : the flefh whereof is very

fair and white, but it fmelleth of muik.
Lioiu. they have alfo a certain kind of lions,

which little differ from them of Africa.

Sra/uiam. As for the Brafilians, they arc ia far

from New France^ that being as it wrre,

in another world, their bcafts are quite

different from thofe that we have named,

Tapimuf. as the tapirrouj/buy which if one defireth to

/»*• fee, he muft imagine a beaft half an afs

and half a cow, Tiving that her tail is very

Ihort : his hairs draw towards red, no horns,

ears hanging, and an afs's foot : the flefli

thereof is like to beef.

Stag!. They have a certain kind of fmall ftags

and hinds, which they call feou-ajjout,

whofe hairs be as long as goat's hairs.

But they are perfecuted with an evil

beaft which they call janou-are, almoft as

tall and fwift as a grey-hound, much like

to the ounce ; (he is cruel, and doth not

fpare them if (he can catch them. They

take (bmetimes fome of them in (hares,

and do kill them with long torments. As
for their crocodiles they be not dangerous.

Their wild-boars are very lean and un- Wild
fle(hy, and they have a fearful grunting '»'o^»-

and cry. But there is in them a ftrangc
deformity, which is, that they have a hole
upon the back, through wliich they blow
and breathe. Thofe three be the biggeft
bcafts of Brajil. As for fmall ones^they
have fevcn or eight forts of them, by the
taking whereof they live, and alfo of
man's flefti; and are better and more
provident hu(bands than ours. For one
cannot find them unprovided, but rather

having always upon the boucan, (diat is

to fay a wooden grate fomewh.it high built

upon four forks) fome venifon or tilh, or
man's flefti -, and with that they live merrily
and without care.

Now leaving there thofe Antbropopbages
Bra/ilians, let us return to our New France,
where the Men there arc more humane,
and live but with that which God hath
given to man, not devouring their like.

Alfo we muft lay of them that they are
truly noble, not having any aclion but is

generous, whether we confidcr their hunt-
ing, or their employment in the wars, or
that one fearchout their domeftical aftions,

wherein the women do exercife themfclves,

in that which is proper unto them, and
thf men in that which belongeth to arms,
end other things befitting them, fuch as

we have faid, or will fpcak of in due
place. But here one muft confider, that

the moft part of the world have lived fo

from the beginning, and by degreej men
have been civilized, when that they have
affembled themfelves, and have formed
commonwealths for to live under certain

laws, rule and policy.

CHAP. XXII.

0/ kawking.

SEEING that we hunt on the land,

let us not overftray ourfelves, le(l

if we take the fea we lofe our fowls*, for

the wife man faith, that in vain the net is

fpread before the eyes of all that have wings.

It hunting then be a noble exercife, where-

in the very mufes themfelves take delight,

by reafon of fdcnce and folitarinels, which

brings forth fair conceits in the mind ', in

fuch fort, that Diana (faith Pliny) doth not

more frequent the mountains than Minerva.

If, I fay, hunting be a noble exercife,

hawking is Far more noble, becaufe it aiin-

eth at an higher fubjeft, which doth par-

ticipate of heaven, feeing that the inhabit-

ants of the air, are called in the facrcd

fcripture, volucres ca:li, the fowls of the

air. Moreover, the exercife thereof doth

belong but to kings and to the nobles,

above which their brightnels fliineth, as

the fun's brightnefs doth above the ftars.

And our favagcs being of a noble heart,

which maketh no account but of hunting

and martial affiiirs, may very certainly have

right


