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the only place in vvhicli the wntcrs flow, the nspccl is

infinitely inreiior lo tliat disnlsiyed in siimnier, and the sound
emitted, is comparatively i'aint. The sunoundin*! objects,

covcMed alike with snow, prosi nt one uniform glare. The rocks,

and the bed of the river, disguised by unshapely white masses,

produce a reflection, which gives, ev(>n to the waters of the

cataract; an apparent tinge of obscurity.
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ISLAVn OF ORLEANS.
The island of Orleans, rising from tiie river Saint Lawrence,

in some purts with steep and wooilcd banks, in others willi

more gentle ascent, presents to the eye an a;;;,reeal>le object. Its

nearest point, is ^ix miles to' the north-east of Quebec. A
favourable view of the neighbouring country is afforded from
its higher grounds, particularly of tiie sctiiery on the north,

which is diversified, bold, and extensive, 'i'he fall of Mont-
morenci discloses itself from hence, amidst a rich and enchant-

ing combination of features. The central part of this island is

clothed with trees, and the ground sk)pii!g from it on either

side, few eminences occur, to interrupt the view. 'J'he pa-

rishes of Ange Gardien and Chateau IJicher, are there seen to

great advantage. From hence the river /(t Piwe, on the oppo-
site coast, at the distance of five miles, by an engaging display

of natural attractions, invites the altentiiMi of tlie traveller; \t

rolls its current, broken hito a refulgent w hiteness equalling that

of snow, from the sumnnt of a lofty hill, and altei wards con-

ceals itself midway, beiiinil an intervening emliu nee of infei io!

altitude, cloathed with trees Tlie motion of its waters is pei-

ceptible, and the reflection of light arising from the fall, glis-

tening with the rays oi the sun, produces a powerful contrai't

with the deep verdure of the forests by which it is environed.

At the lower extremity of the island, there are situations no
less bold than picturesque; the north shore is interspersed wid*

immense masses of detached liniestime-rock; die south side is

cloathed with trees to the holders of the great river; from either,

are seen cape Tourment, the isles and the mountains named Les
liboulements, which pierce the clouds with their pointed sum-
mits. The soil of the island is, in general fertile, aftording more
jModuce than is necessary for Uie consumption of its inhabitants.

XS'ot many years ago, it was, for two successive seasons, visited by a.

scourge, which swept away, in ics progress, the whole productions

of the land. The grasshoppers, which are in a great degree

multiplied by tin,' too long continuance of dry weather, appeared

in such redundancy of swarms, as to consume every vegetable

substance, and almost totally to cover the suriace of the ground :

when by their dcilructive javygo:-^, the island became so ilenuded
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