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is the chief hnk between the visible and tlie invisi-

ble, the clearest impress of the divine upon our

being. In the old Puritan life it was ever i)romi-

nent. We have already had occasion variously to

glance at its workings. We need not say at large,

what careful ponderings of duty it undcitook, what

bold and uncompromising decisions it rea^'hed, what

a lofty superiority to human opinion it manifest-

ed, W'hat burdens it bore, or what sacrifices it made.

I need not remind you what moral transformations

it wrought, how dissoluteness of manners gave

place to strictness and sobriety, and a high spir-

itual tone, manifest not only in the more elevated

walks of life, and in the leading minds, but in the

humbler and less cultivated classes. That all was

gold that glittered, that there was nothing of cant

and hypocrisy, especially at the period when Puri-

ti>nism held the reins of civil power, we do not

affirm. In the most precious ore from the mine

we look for something of alloy. Ever, in the his-

tory of our world, when the sons of God come to

present themselves before the Lord, Satan comes

also among them. Yet Macaulay tells us, that the

very army of Cromwell, renowned as it was for

valor, was chiefly distinguished *' by the austere

morality and the fear of God which pervaded all

ranks.'' "It is acknowledged by the most zealous

Royalists," he says, " that in that singular camp, no

oath was heard, no drunkenness or gambling was

seen
;
and that, during the long dominion of the

soldiery, the property of the peaceable citizen, and


