
Shakespeare : the Man

pcare himself speaks in such passages

cannot be affunicd, but may surely,

without much improbability, be divined.

Among the absurdities of the Baconian

theory, not one is greater than the idea

that Bacon could have passed, in chang-

ing his kind of composition, from the

scientific orthodoxy of his acknowledged

works to the frame of mind characteris-

tic of the Shakespearian drama.

Of the greatness of Shakespeare's

genius, this is not, any more than of the

features of his art, the place to speak.

His genius is so great that it has raised

the whole Elizabethan drama to a height

of reputation which probably none of its

other writers, with the possible excep-

tion of Marlowe, could of themselves

have attained.
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