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A Sermon before the Society

abroad by Teaching, afliftcd by the Grace of

God.

The Chriftian Religion is a moft compleat and

perfed Inftitution, the Means which the Wif-

doni of God makes iife of, to inftrud and fave

the World \ and therefore it would be great Un-
mcrciflilnefs in thofe, who underftand it them-

fclves, not to communicate luch uleful Know-
ledge : Knowledge, that is not calculated

to amufe or entertain us, or to provide for the

little Purpofcs of a ftiort and tranfitory Life,

but whofe Views reach a great deal farther,

making Men wile unto Salvation, and fecuring

the great Interefts of another Stai;e.

Stupidity and want of Underftanding is a great

Misfortune, more elpecially in Matters of the

higheft Confequence, as the Things of Religion

are \ and fince the true Way to love God is to

know him, and the beft Argument for the Prac-

tice of Religion is to underftand it, it is a Point

of moft excellent Charity and Mercy to inform

the Minds of Men, and to let them into the

Reafon and Beauty of Religion, the Wifdom and

Power and Goodnefs of God, and his unbounded

Love to Men in particular by the moft gracious

and merciful Difpenfation of his Gofpel.

It behoves us therefore, it concerns us highly,

wherever we plant our Colonies and transfer our
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