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prosecution*, and I for one would be loath to see this in-

stitution abo'i^hed without the substitution in its p'ace of

some other equally efficient safeguard. The que^tioQ of

the expediency of the abolition of j^rand juries has rccent'y

been brought to the attention of Parliament, and it is now

being dif^eus<-ed in the press. The question is one of im-

portance and worthy of serious consideration, and opinions

arfi divided on the subject. I call your attention to the

matter, and I would like to obtain an expression of your

views, whether it seems to you desirable to abolish or to

continue the system ofgrand juries. This has beea done

by Ji number of grand juries in Ontario.

To bring a wrong-doer to trial, a written accusation of

the crime or offence laid to his charge is drawn up. It

must set iorth with certainty the facts and circumstances

essential to constitute the crime or offence, and if nust di-

rectly charge him with having committed such crime or

offence. This written accusation is called a bill of indict-

ment.

To avoid a failure of justice, the crime or offence in

sometimes charged or described in ditl'erent way-; and each

separate charge is called a count. Two or more per.-ons

may be joined in one bill of indictment, when ilnry have

all taken part in the commission of a crime or offence. The
principal duty of the grand jury is to receive the biJs of

indictment which are laid before them and enquire, upon

their oaths, and asceitain by the efidecce submitted to

tb:m, whether there is sufficient cause to call upon the

accused to stand their trial. As the grand juty have only

to enquire whether there is sufficient "round for calling'

on the parties accused to answer the accusations brought

against them, they hear only the witnesses for the prose-

cutioD. A grand jury may tind that there is sufficient cause

«s to the charge in one count of a bill of indictment and

may ignore that in another, or as to one defendant and

not as to another; but they cannot find a true bill as to


