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th'.it inhabit Canada have been harmonized to an extent that

would hardly have been i ssible under any other system. The
million and more of people who speak the French huii^uage, and

still form a distinct section of the population, are found working

earnestly with the English speaking majority in promoting the

interests of the whole Dominion. Yet half a century ago the

French Canadian people were in rebellion. If we find them now
happy and contented, it is because they have at last attained that

self-government for which they so long contended previous to

1840, and have special guarantees for the preservation of those

institutions to which they are deeply attached. In the same

way the Irish are seen working alongside the English and French

for the advancement of those interests in which all are equally

interested.

When framing the constitution of the Dominion, Canadian

statesmen had before them the invaluable experience of the

working of two great systems of government—the one in the par-

ent State, the other in the United States. In considering the best

method of consolidating the provinces under a federal system they

were necessarily guided by the experiences of the great country

on their borders. At the same time, while availing themselves

of the best features of the American federation, they endeavour-

ed to preserve as far as possible those English institutions which

are calculated to give stability to their government. The result

of their efforts is a constitution which, in the words of the orig-

inal resolutions of confederation, ' follows the model of the Brit-

ish constitution, so far as our circumstances will permit.*

The history of the circumstances under which the name of

Dominion came to be given to the united provinces shows the

desire of the Canadians to give to the confederation, at the very

outset, a monarchical likeness in contradistinction to the repub-

lican character of the American federal union. We have it on

the best authority that in 1866-7, the question arose during a

conference between the Canadian delegates and tlie Imperial au-

thorities what name should be given to the confederation of the

provinces, and it was first proposed that it should be called * the

kingdom of Canada ;
' but it is said that the Earl of Carnarvon,

then Secretary of State for the Colonies, thought such a designa-
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