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Appendix B.—Correspondence relating to Bonaparte's secret

overture to Britain in December, ISOO.

I.—Letter from Grenville to Auckland, 26 Dec, 1800, Lon-

don. P. R. ()., France, vol. 612 (Draft.)

Private. CJlevkland Row, Dec. 2fith, 1800.

My Dkak Loud,— I lun imicli ohligod to yon for your fommunination. We
agree in regretting that the real viewH of tliis goverrnnunt are ho little under-

stood at Paris, where they do not seoni to he aware that the puhlieation of the

late paper.s (of which I undenstand Ihcv principally coinplain) was unavoirl-

ablo under our constitution unless there iiad been a nearer prospect of peace.

It was a great error, if it was really believed there, that tiie eflfect of our

intervention in the Alu^trian negotiation wf)ul(l have been to retard its conclu-

sion, on any reasonable terms. Wo judged on the other hand that the object

tliey iiad in view was to separate Kngland entirely from the continent ; and

it cannot be wondered at that our opposition to this should be steady and

determined.

It often happens that war i.s thus prolonged by mutual dihtrust, long after

the parties are l>otli sincerel}' desirous of peace. The best way to avoid this

in the present instance would be by direct and confidential conununication.

If through some cliannel sufficicnily authentic; to be relied on (but not such as

to commit tiie two governments by oHicial steps, wliich, if unsuccessful, we

are always obliged to make public) we could be apprized of the ideas enter-

tained at Paris, as to the terms of peace, it would enable us to judge whether

negotiation can at tliis moment be successfully pursued. And if those ideas, so

stated to us, were not inconsistent with our good faith, to our allies, nor with

our naval interests, to which the continental aggrandizement of France obliges

us to look with increased attention, we should hv. ready (could sufficient con-

fidence be placed in us for the purpose) to discuss these ideas at Vienna, and

to endeavoiu' to biing the whole to such a point that the nomination of minis-

ters to a congress, whether it afterward took place or not, would be a mere

formality.

I think we aic not unreasonable in desiring to receive this confidential

overture, instead of our beginning to make it ; because we could not take such

a step without committing ourselves, botii with the country here and with our

allies—while no such difficult}' exists at Paris, And I am very certain that,

although this may not be the only road to peace, it is the surest and the moa:

expeditious.

Right Hon. Lord Auckland.
G.

IL—Letter from Auckland to Grenville, 5th January, 1801,

London, P. R. O., France, vol. 614. (Original.)

Private. Palace Yard, January 5th, 1801.

My dear Lord,— . . . Second—Mr. Nettement (a friend of Perre,

gaux's) came to me on Saturday, He did not appear to have any suspicion of


