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Hon. Mr. DANDURAND: He realized that
Parliament and his colleagues would be held
up in the House of Cemmons for three
months, prevented from attending to their
work, while the Opposition, who knew there
would he an election-the Prime Minister
having said so-were trying to find an issue
upon which to go before the people. So the
Prime Minister, having the fui! responsibility
of carrying on the affairs of the country,
decided it would flot bo in the best interest
of Canada that this should happen. When
the session wvas calicd I myseif f'eit that lIon.
Dr. Manion wouid ho in a very difficuit posi-
tion: that, having nothing to compiain of,
and being satisfied with the work of the
Government, lie wouid be iooking for some
difference, seine issue whieh hoe couid presenit
to the people. I knew hie eould not êind any
practicai and serions point of dispute with
the Government, and that hoe and bis fol-
iowers would try to keep the House in session
for three months, during which time they
Nvouid bc franking their speeches through
the mails. Had they got their way, the
members of the Cabinet would have been
kept aw9y from important duties during ai]
that tirno. Thon there wouid have been an
eleetion caînipaign, lasting two months. That
would have meant five months during which
the Ministers responsihle for carrying on the
government of the country wvouid have been
hamnpered in their work. Well, the Primo
Minister decided that three months' timo
could he saved by going before the people at
once. And it was ail the more important
that lie shouid do so, while tho miiitary situa-
tion in Europe wvas comparatively quiet.

The, Prime Minister ivent to the people, and
I w.înt to tell my righit honourable friend that
thec elcei ion caml)aign did not in any way
paralyse the Govcrnment. I asked the Clerk
off the Privy Couincil how rnany sittings of
the Couincil were hcld from dissolution te the
25th of Mai-eh, and bis answcr ivas that we
had iîad in that time eighteen Counicil meet-
ings and îiassed 826 Orders in Council and
453 Trcasury Board minutes. I know some-
thing of wiîat I amn talking about, becauise I
had te coic here te mneetings. Not only did
Couîicil function efficiently, but ahl our war
boards were working liard.

My riglît lionourable friend says that the
calling of the election killod the wvar spirit
in tlîis country. \Vell, I disagree with that
statemient. There are tîvo ways in which the
feeling cf our people may be tested. In the
fir-t place, the cail to our young mon te serve
was annwered magnificently. I know there
n'as a splendid answer from Montreal, where I
live. And thon Canadians at largo showed they

Riglit 1-lin. Mr. MEIOHEN.

had the war spirit when, in response to a
request from the Minister of Finance for
$200,00,0O0, they subscribed $300,000,O00.
Those two tests indicate t.hat the war spirit in
this country is alive.

My riglit lionnîîrable friend secms srandal-
îzcd bv the fact that the Liboral Govern-
nient went te the people without caliing into
its ranks men belonginsg te varieus political
parties. Ho suggc.sts that as a resuit the
country wvas split in twvain. Well, I fait te
-,ce how the couîntry n'as split in twain on
fice 26th of Marh. .And my right honour-
able friend mus-t have a very short memory
if hie forgets tuat the Borden-Meighen Gev-
,ruinent carried respon-ibility for conduet of
tlic Great War from 1914 te 1917, without
asking the co-operation of the Liberal party,
whichi had an able man aI its head.

Righlt lion. Mr. MEIGHEN: Co-opera-
tion v'as askoed for.

Hon.« Mr, DA'NDURAND: But net te the
extont of admitting Liberals int the
Cabinet.

Riglit Hon. Mi. MEIGHEN: Co-operalion
n'as a.skcd for, and it n'as many long rnonîhs
before wvc werc able te get il. Liborals were
invitcd to corne right into the Cabinet, tee.

Hon. Mr-. DANDURAND: 1 will corne te,
tîcît. Buit froin 1914 te 1917 the Conserva-
five Governiment carried on ivithout askin-
for the format ion of a National Government.

Riglît Hon. Mr. MF.IGHEN: I do net
lhiink mvy honourable fricnd lias any author-
liv fer that statement.

Hon. Mr. DANDURAND: If rny right
honoiirnble fi iend will rend Sir Robert
i3orden's inciioirs lie avilI find that fromn 1914
to 1917 therc as no demand for a National
or Union Goverrent. Thal came in 1917.
A\nd Illc Conservative G'overnment did net
tlîink of that (0-operation until it avas about to
face the people.

Rigliî Hon. Mr. MEIGHEN: It did net go
te the country as a party goverrement.

Hon. Mir. DANDURAND: And it sue-
cec.edc in foi-ming a Union Government eniy
n ftci i t Lndil tIirofii mani pulIation of t he
franch ise. pnsd flic inest infamous lezisla-
ti ol c\ er pci petrated uipon a civilizcd
countiry. Tue- exprei -on "infnmous legis-
la tien" vas iieul in tue Hoiiýe of Corn-
irens h)v two Liberali members who later
wcrc brouglit into the Union Government.

Mlglit Hcai. Mi. MEIGHEN : Take care,
fer you man have te pass it tee.


