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agree to it, becauise he felt that lhere -was
no necessity fooe conscription in this coun-
try. I arn quite sure, althongh I have net
co'nsulted him, that he îs stili od -the saine
conrviction, and -ail the more so after what
hasjhappen-ed since Decemiber least, or since
the Aet was pasýsed. Onily yesterday morm-
ing we saw in the press a statement frein
tihe Dai!Iy Telegreh of London, urging the
Unâite-d Sta:tes to cea-se send-ing me, -ta the
other eide andi to sensi d.cod instead.

Hon. MT. EDWARDS: Andi ves sels.

Hon. Mr. DANDURAND: Food and ves-
sels were -as necessary lest sutannn as they
are to-day. To govern ir. ta foresee. Pubic
men whu saw ahead were qudte csure that the
thing to do w.as to incroase foodi pro-
du-etion in -Canada, es4pecially when that
immense retservoir of mnen on the other
sàde of tihe line L'ad been tapped.
.When -the fionouvable gentbleman firom
Toronto (Han. Mr. Nioholls), wàio presided
over a cornimittee to finsi zean6 for greater
productiion, subm4itted, his programme to us
in cotmmittee, I suggested that, instesad of
conscripting men for overseas, or even
with the Conscription Act, we should put, in
a clear-cut exemnption for ail men who on
the first cif October, 1917, wouid be founsi on
the farms. 1 felt that there would be quite
a niuimber ef mren who had corne frein the
f arme to the cities, wiho would perhaps avail
themsjves of the offer of -the Govesme.nt
ta exempt ithem frein service,. If they &had
returned to the land, we would this spring
have liad t'hou6ande o& additional men on
the 'fermis. It is alll very weàl ta s.ay thbat
there woruid have been a formidable exodfus;
but are not the Allies in greateT lrieed cf
food than ci men, -and would not that
action have oaused, a greater produotion of
food fýor aur Allies an the ether side? And
i6 thie mot w'hat they need rncsit?

Hon, Mir. EDWARDS (translation):
Honourable, gentlemen, I regret. very much
that xny acquaintance with the beautiful
French language is net sufficient ta enable
me ta make an important speec6h on the
question now befome the Chamber. I wish
,merely ta extend my eincere congratulations
ta tihe honourable gentleman who has pro-
poýsed the Address in reply ta the Speech
frmn the Throne. RE congratulate also the
,honourable seconder of the Address, wbo
is a new member, on the eloqqient speeeh
whicih he bas delivered. In reply ta that
speech 1[ would say on.ly «e word: the
,direction given ta -the lest -electaoral cain-

paign 'was flot such as ta make Canada a
united country.

,Mr. Speaker, I desire Wa congratulate, net
you, but this Chamber, an the fact t.hat yen
-continue ta be its Speaker.

On motion of Hon. Mr. David,.the debate
was &djoqirn.ed.

The Senâte adjourned until 3 p. m. ta-
morrow.

THE SENATE.

Wednesday, March 20, 1918.

The Senate met at 3 p.m., the Speaker
in the Cbair.

Prayers and routine proceedings.

THE GOVERNOR GENERAL'S SPEECH.

ADDRESS lIN REPLY.

The Senate resumed frein yesterday the
consideration of the Asidresa ln reply to
His Excellency the Governer General'à
Speech at the opening oi the session.

Hon. L. O. DAVID: Honourable gentle-
men, when I heard the honcurable the
leader of thîs Huse, in bis eloquent speech,
praising free institutions and advising us
ta join in trying ta do ail that we could
ta pretect and preserve aur British institu-
tions, I thougbt cf trying ta show that the
words of the honourable the leader of the
House were flot quite in accord with the
action of the Government and -with the
drastic legîsiation which was passed at the
last session, and with the means whlch
were employed ta put into execution that
drastic legislation. I have no hesitation
in calling that legislation drastic, because
the Toronto Star, an old English Liberai
paper, which was convertesi ta Unionisin,
said that the legislation that was- passed
at the last -session was, a blet upon the
statutes cf tihie Parliament of Canada and
should disappear and be abrogated at this
session of Parliament. This statement was
made not by me, nor by a French paper,
but 13y the Toronto Star. I would
like aise ta ask: the honcurable the
leader cf this Hous-e how ie recon,
ailes what he has saîd, and said so,
weIl, about democracy a.nd the progress, of
democracy in America with the legisiation
which fie himself introduced in the Senate
at the last session, giving the oight to vote
ta non-resident seldiers, ta men who have ne


