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and provided an example for other countries to follow. It must
therefore appear strange to our friends and partners in the
Commonwealth that there are still separatists in Quebec who
want to break up this great country.

I think everyone will see in the referendum this year, though,
that the vast majority of Quebecers would rather stay to build a
nation of prosperity and harmony than pursue their own narrow
interests. With the referendum behind us a united Canada will
continue to be a model for the' Commonwealth ideal of unity
with diversity.

Since this is Commonwealth Day it is only fair that we
consider the renewal of this partnership and its institutions. As
all parliamentarians now admit, Canada must do more with less.
Therefore it is essential that the Commonwealth review its goals
and practices to make sure that all member countries are
receiving the greatest possible benefits. I trust that the minister
will carry this to the meeting in New Zealand.

The Commonwealth has proven over the years the value of
international co-operation through multilateral organizations.
All member states can benefit through such a process. It is
therefore fitting that Canada should set aside one day a year to
remember Commonwealth Day.
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SUPPLEMENTARY ESTIMATES (D), 1994-95
REFERENCE TO STANDING COMMITTEE

Mr. Peter Milliken (Parliamentary Secretary to Leader of
the Government in the House of Commons, Lib.): Mr. Speak-
er, I think you will find unanimous consent for the following
motion:

That, notwithstanding the resolution of this House adopted on March 2, 1995
to refer vote 30d of the estimates of the Department of Finance to the Standing

Committee on Finance, the said vote 30d of the said estimates is hereby

withdrawn from the Standing Committee on Finance and referred to the
Standing Committee on Public Accounts.

The Deputy Speaker: Is it the pleasure of the House to adopt
the motion?

Some hon. members: Agreed.

(Motion agreed to.)
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PETITIONS
LEONARD PELTIER

Mr. Peter Adams (Peterborough, Lib.): Mr. Speaker, I have
two petitions on a similar topic. In the first petition, with 200
signatures, the undersigned draw to the attention of the House
that at the time of Leonard Peltier’s extradition from Canada to
the U.S. the information provided to the Canadian government
regarding Mr. Peltier’s case was fabricated by U.S. authorities.

Routine Proceedings

Since that time new information has emerged that indicates
Leonard Peltier was framed for a crime he did not commit and
has spent the last 18 years in prison for. Clear evidence was
suppressed, as found out under the freedom of information act.
Perjury was rampant throughout the trial. Key witness Myrtle
Poor Bear recanted publicly.

Therefore, the petitioners request that Parliament lobby the
U.S. government for Mr. Peltier’s return to Canada.

The second petition is similar. It has over 400 signatures. The
petitioners request that Parliament hold an external review of
the 1976 extradition hearings and that he be brought back to
Canada for asylum.

® (1515)
HUMAN RIGHTS

Mr. Robert Bertrand (Pontiac—Gatineau—Labelle, Lib.):
Mr. Speaker, pursuant to Standing Order 36, I am presenting
today a petition from Heidi Peterson of Quyon, Quebec, in my
riding and 40 other petitioners requesting that Parliament op-
pose any amendments to the Canadian Human Rights Act or the
Canadian Charter of Rights and Freedoms that provide for the
inclusion of the phrase sexual orientation.

Ms. Jean Augustine (Etobicoke—Lakeshore, Lib.): Mr.

" Speaker, pursuant to Standing Order 36, I have two petitions to

present.

In the first one the undersigned petitioners of Canada draw the
attention of the House to the fact that the inclusion of sexual
orientation in the Canadian Human Rights Act will provide
certain groups with special status, rights and privileges. These
special rights and privileges will be granted solely on the basis
of sexual behaviour. Inclusion would infringe on the historic
rights of Canadians such as freedom of religion, conscience,
expression and association.

Therefore they petition Parliament to oppose any amendment
to the Canadian Human Rights Act or the Canadian Charter of
Rights and Freedoms that would provide for the inclusion of the
phrase sexual orientation.

The second petition is more or less in the same tone. It calls on
Parliament not to amend the Canadian Human Rights Act or the
Charter of Rights and Freedoms in any way that would tend to
indicate societal approval of same sex relationships or of
homosexuality, including amending the Canadian Human
Rights Act to include in the prohibited grounds of discrimina-
tion the undefined phrase sexual orientation.

[Translation]
VOICE MAIL

Mr. Gérard Asselin (Charlevoix, BQ): Mr. Speaker, it is my
pleasure to table in this House today three petitions signed by 96
residents of the riding of Charlevoix. The petitioners are op-
posed to the plan to use voice mail for seniors services. I would



