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using the system. The system allows itself to be used that way 
and people are not stupid.

Mr. McClelland: Mr. Speaker, I certainly do acknowledge 
the fact that the CBC is in a catch-22 position. In my comments I 
think I made it very clear that it is trying to be fish or fowl and 
cannot be both.If our largesse has the built-in ability for people to use it, it 

also has the built-in ability for people to abuse it and unfortu
nately we have become for one reason or another a nation that 
does not look askance at people who abuse the system.

If people cheated on their taxes they were considered to be 
criminals. Every day now people are avoiding taxes, the GST. 
People are using the unemployment insurance or other welfare 
entitlement programs and feel they are entitled to them.

I have looked at the CBC, as we all have, for many years. The 
CBC is going to have to define its mandate and decide what its 
going to be and how its going to do it and then come to the 
government and say this is what it wants to be or this is what it 
can afford to be.

We cannot keep on going as we are going today. The hon. 
member is right, if I had a choice between the CBC as it is today, 
CBC television, and continuing to throw more money at it, I 
would say absolutely not, not another nickel. If we could have a 
CBC, a la CBC Radio, a la the hon. member’s intention, then I 
say it is worth contributing to and it is worth supporting. In its 
present state I do not think it is worth supporting.

Mr. John Bryden (Hamilton—Wentworth): Mr. Speaker, I 
would like to take this opportunity to change direction slightly 
in this debate and talk for a moment about infrastructure. That is 
a keystone part of this government’s budget and I would like to 
give the very narrow example of what that infrastructure pro
gram is already doing for my riding.

Before I go into that detail I would like to put a little anecdote 
together. Some 10 years ago I had the occasion to go on a 
courtesy flight in an aircraft of the Canadian War Plane Heritage 
Museum. The Canadian War Plane Heritage Museum operates 
from Hamilton civic airport in my riding and had at that time a 
collection of some 40 World War II vintage aircraft, that is 
pre-war and immediately post-war. I had the happy occasion to 
go up in an aircraft called the TBA Avenger. It was a torpedo 
bomber used in the second world war, chiefly in the Pacific, and 
this particular bomber was flown by the Canadian air force 
during the second world war.

I flew in the rear gunner position. The airplane was used in 
mock manoeuvres and it was quite an incredible airplane. The 
Canadian War Plane Heritage Museum also had a Hurricane and 
did mock dog fights and there I was. The airplane was diving and 
climbing and it was quite an exciting experience. It was a very 
daunting experience, I have to say.

While I was on that flight I could not help but realize that this 
was the real point of this museum. This airplane that I was in, 
this World War II airplane, was a full working airplane. It was 
not just a museum piece. It was something that had been 
restored, lovingly restored, and was in full flying condition even 
though it was almost 50 years old.

I have to tell the House a sad thing about that aircraft. A little 
more than a year ago it was destroyed in a fire in a hangar at the 
Canadian War Plane Heritage Museum at Hamilton airport, 
along with a Hurricane from that same vintage. This was a 
terrible disaster to the museum which has become in the 
Hamilton region one of the stellar attractions. The museum had

I think we have really lost something in our country when we 
became a nation of entitlements or benefits or rights rather than 
responsibilities.

I think the germ of the same thing is there that we as a nation 
have forgotten the fact that we are a people with responsibility to 
the nation. Every word we ever hear is about the rights that we as 
individuals have from the nation. We have to turn that around 
somewhere and I think it starts right here in this House.

Mr. John Harvard (Winnipeg St. James): Mr. Speaker, I 
would like to offer one observation as a result of the remarks of 
the hon. gentleman pursuant to the CBC.

He may or may not know that I spent 18 years at the CBC and 
so I know a little about that corporation.
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What he neglects to say is that the Canadian Broadcasting 
Corporation finds itself in a catch-22. Those of us who are what 
you might call purists and who defend public broadcasting 
would be more than delighted to see the CBC get out of 
commercial broadcasting completely. I really think that a public 
broadcaster has no business being in the commercial business.

As the hon. member should know, there is a refusal on the part 
of a lot of Canadians, probably himself, to fully fund a public 
broadcast network, and so the corporation over the last many 
years has felt the need to get into commercials even in a larger 
way.

Then when the corporation does resort to gaining commercial 
revenues a gentleman like him comes along and complains 
about the CBC in broadcasting sports events. Sports events in 
our culture attract large audiences and when we attract large 
audiences that is how we attract commercial dollars or first of 
all how we attract advertisers and that attracts commercial 
dollars. That is the catch-22 or the vicious circle that the CBC 
finds itself in.

Do not complain about the CBC’s involvement in commer
cials. It is forced to because of the refusal to support it well as a 
public broadcaster. That is the catch-22 the corporation is in.


