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We therefore had to reconcile tourism and economic develop-
ment with environmental protection. Parks must be developed to
create jobs in tourism, of course, but never at the expense of
future generations.

As you know, there is still a lot to do. The national park
network must be completed. Canada’s 39 ecoregions attest to its
riches and diversity. It would therefore be advisable to establish
a park representing every ecoregion.

We will improve and extend the national park network and
pay particular attention to the protection of the Arctic environ-
ment. As you know, some planned park sites in the Arctic had to
be given up because of mining concessions. We must take
environmental repercussions into account every time a govern-
ment project or program is undertaken.

Thousands of jobs are tied to the preservation of this natural
heritage. We must also ensure that these sites are impeccably
managed, that expenditures are justified, and that includes
official residences, of course.

Finally, we emphasize the minister’s commitment regarding
partnership and co—operation with other levels of government.
As he probably knows, Quebec did not get its fair share of
national parks. The government must step up its efforts to give
Quebec its fair share while respecting its prerogatives and
priorities.

The government must resolve all jurisdictional conflicts by
co—operating with Quebec, the other provinces and the territo-
ries, particularly by taking into account the concerns of local
communities. It must seek the direct involvement of Natives
when it is needed.

In closing, regarding Parks Canada’s updated mandate, may I
remind you that the Bloc Quebecois is happy that the mandate
has been updated and that the ten guidelines on protecting our
historic and natural heritage are being tabled today. We will, of
course, examine this document carefully.

Finally, let us recall that this work was undertaken at the
Department of the Environment under the leadership of the
Opposition Leader when he was minister. He put his stamp of
quality on it. His successor only has to follow in his footsteps.

[English]

Mrs. Sharon Hayes (Port Moody—Coquitlam): Madam
Speaker, I too would like to congratulate the hon. Minister of
Canadian Heritage on his presentation of the Parks Canada
guiding principles and operating policies. It is a result of a much
needed process. We agree that with the stress on the preservation
of the natural and cultural heritage and the care of our environ-
ment, it is now of all times crucial to Canada to have fresh
insight into our identity and our vision as a country. This indeed
will be inspired by a fresh appreciation of our lands and the
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recognition of the importance of exploring and developing,
renewing and conserving our natural resources and the physical
environment.

Any discussion of the management and preservation of our
natural heritage though leads us to the complex relationship of
the healthy environment and the human activity that must go
around that relationship. Federal leadership is necessary in the
integration of the economic, the human and the environmenta!
factors.

I suggest three considerations should be kept in mind: First,
the development of the ideas and the directions of this proposal
must be a balanced approach with equal weight in any decision
given to the economic, the social and the technical consider-
ations. Second, the operational and management decisions of
any mandate should be based on sound management philoso-
phies, structures, procedures and planning. Third, the very great
importance of communication and partnership with any man-
date with all provincial governments equally, with private
industry, with educational institutions and the public itself to
maximize the benefits to all of these.
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Parks Canada now has a mandate that should be an example of
environmental stewardship and of economic stewardship both
nationally and internationally because as we seek to serve all
Canadian taxpayers, we need wise management. Those Cana-
dians are wage earners and consumers, therefore we need
consideration for jobs and resource management. Those Cana-
dians are citizens of a proud country that has been blessed with a
rich heritage and with amazing beauty.

The Acting Speaker (Mrs. Maheu): I wish to inform the
House that pursuant to Standing Order 33(2)(b), because of the
ministerial statement Government Orders will be extended by
14 minutes.

GOVERNMENT ORDERS

[Translation]

ELECTORAL BOUNDARIES READJUSTMENT
SUSPENSION ACT, 1994

BILL C-18—MOTION FOR TIME ALLOCATION

Hon. Fernand Robichaud (Secretary of State (Parliamen-
tary Affairs)) moved:

That in relation to Bill C-18, an Act to suspend the operation of the Electoral
Boundaries Readjustment Act, not more than one further sitting day shall be
allotted to the consideration of the second reading stage of the bill and, fifteen
minutes before the expiry of the time provided for government business on the
allotted day of the second reading consideration of the said bill, any
proceedings before the House shall be interrupted, if required for the purpose of
this Order, and in turn every question necessary for the disposal of the second
reading stage of the bill shall be put forthwith and successively without further
debate or amendment.



