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Prices Committee

The strong exception taken by the C.C.F.
group to this committea may have irked the
government and bion. members opposite. This
protest of ours is not a protest agaînst the
committee for what it may or may nlot do.
Our protest-and we bave made it as vebem-
ently as possible-is against the policy of the
goveroment in not implamenting measures
immediately to stop the rapidly rising cost of
living. It is because the committea wbicb sO
far is the government's only answer, is just
not good enougb. It does not and it cannot
moat the desparate neads of the situation of
the people of Canada today. If the average
Canadian were in this House of Commons this
afternoon, or if hie wera speaking of the tbing
whiclh is closest to bim, I believe hae would say
this, tbrougb yeu, Mr. Speaker: "Please, Mr.
King, wbat are you going to do rigbt now to
stol) the rising cost of living?" The Canadian
people know that a committee will not do it.
As yet we bave bad no answar from the
government or fromn any of its ministars as to
wbat it intends to do now to stop the rising
cost of living.

In bis contribution to the debate the Minis-
ter of Justice (Mr. Ilsley) told us that sub-
sidias ware impossible at this time. My reply
to bim would ha that hae introducad a variaty
of subsidies during and since the war, and
effectively prevented inflation in this country.
Ha said that was an emergancy. I should lika
to let him know thare is an emargency in
Canada today; and if the Canadian people
have to maka a choica between subsidies and
unempîcyment or depression, tbey will ha
glad to hava suhsidies.

As this dehate draws to a close the Prime
Ministar will rise in bis place and Canada will
ha waiting for bis answer. Doubtlass ha will
herate this group for its protests; but that
will not answer the question. The Canadian
people want more than a parliamentary comn-
mittea. Wa hava a rigbt to ha informad that
the government will do something to make
it possible for the average man in this country
to use bis pay envalopa so that it will bring
to hirn and bis family the things ha requires
for a proper living standard.

By way of constructive suggestion let me
rapeat one or two of the things wbich wa
think sbould ha clone to stop this rising cost
of living.

First, wa require proper fixed prices on
essantial articles of food, clothing, fuel and
shelter. The 'basic necessities of the average
home must ha placed witbin, the reacb of
the average breadWinner in Canada.

Second, I suggest closing the Winnipeg grain
exehange, se that the value of feads and

coarse grains wiil flot fluctuate and wbeat will
nlot be allowed to go back on the grain
exchange and be subject to constant fluctua-
tions, thereby affecting the cost of living of
the people of Canada.

Third, I suggest the restoration of the
excess profits tax on ail excess profits, so that
the Canaclian people will have the assurance
that excessive profits are flot being macle hy
a few people whila millions are forcecl to
live in misery or witbout the necessities of
life.

Such a programn I. understand wilI not ha
favourably received by thýose who had tbe
privilege of grabbing ail tbey could in a time
when grabbing was good. But I su.gast that
this bara minimum is essential to meet t>he
situation today, and. it should be established
until trade and production are restored at
least to normal conditions.

The Prime Minister's answer to the Can-
adian people will be one of the most import-
ant statements hie will make in his long
public career. I hope hae will not waste too
much of bis time berating those wbo oppose
bis ideas. I venture to say hie will bave the
support of evary thinking membar of parlia-
ment fromn every part of the bouse if hae out-
lines a programn whicb will stop the rising cost
of living. I can assure him that bie will have
vebement and continuous opposition fromn
this group if hie doas not.

Right Hon. W. L. MACKENZIE KING
(Prime Minister): Mr. Speaker, if this dehate
bas served no other purposa, at least it bas
been a fairly satisfactory test of endurance;
and I am happy to discover that at the end
of one solid week of sitting in the bouse,
listening to what bas been said hack and
forth in the course of the debate, I have
found it possible to býold my own with any-
one in the house-whicb, 1 suggest, is nlot too
bad for one in bis seventy-fourth year.

May I say further it bas heen something
of a test of patience. Hera again I take a
certain amount of satisfaction fromn the
tbought that I have been able to listen to
what might almost ha called a volume of
vituperation at times, and yet have heen ahle
to refrain fromn saying anything disagreeable
or nasty to those who were making remarks;
of that kind.

There is, bowever, thîs real satisfaction
about the wbole matter: What we have bad
to listen to is as nothing eompared with what
we would have had to listen to fromn hon.
gentlemen opposite had someone on the other
side suggested or had hae moved that a coin-
mittae ha set up to, inquire into the cost of
living and the governmnent biad refusad to


