
COMMONS DEBATES.
Sir CHARLES TUPPER. This $500,000 is to close with

the contractor, to settle finally with the contractors, and
also to pay the amount on the other various sections for thi
work required to ho done, in order to place the whole lni
from Prince Arthur's Landing to Red River, in the condition
in which the Government were bound, under the contrac
with the Canadian Pacifie Railway, to hand it over to them

Mr. BLAKE. What proportion is required to. settl
with Section " B," and what proportion for the Canadiar
Pacifie Railway contract? As I understand it, the hon
gentleman has entered into a contract with the Canadian
Pacifie Railway Company itself te do all the work that i
necessary te complete the lino in the condition in which
they conceive it ought to have been handed over to them
and embraced in that lump sum is the amount required to
finish the Section " B " contract-$970,000, I think, wai the
original amount.

Sir CHARLES TUPPER. No; that covered the entire
work.

Mr. BLAKE. I say so.
Sir CHARLES TUPPER. It was required to put the

wholo line in the condition it should have been, and alsc
to perform the wor5 required to be done on Section "B."

Mr. BLAKE. I said so. I spoke of $970,000 as the
lump sum, and including the 15 per cent. handed over to
theso gentlemen, I suppose it was raised to a still higher
sun. From $900,000 te $1 ,000,000 is the whole surm whicb
goes to the Canadian Pacifie Railway. lie is now asking
8500,000. What proportion of that is going to the Canadian
Pacifie Rlailway, or is it all going to thom under thie con-
tract ?

Sir CHARLES TUPPER. It is not all going te the
Canadian Pacifio Railway, because a portion of it is to
settle finally with the contractors.

Mr. BLAKE. What proportion has ho assigned in his
estimate, in this lump sum, for settlement with the contrac-
tors, and what proportion bas ho assigned to the Canadian
Pacifie Railway ?

Sir CHARLES TUPPE R. With the amount that was
taken before, it is difficult to say how much of this will be
applied for the one and how much for the other. I will
give the hon. gentleman more minute information on Con-
currence.

Sir RICHARD CARTWRIGHT. I should like to know
from the M inister, as far as his information extends, what
is the condition at present of that 400 miles, or there-
aboute, from Prince Arthur's Landing to the lRed River.
A good deal has been said in the newspapers and by per-
sous who have travelled over this road, as te the condition
of the road. Of course, I am aware that a large quantity of
the trestle-work will, in all probability, have to be replaced,
in the nature of the case; but I should bo glad to know,
and I think the House would be glad to learn, generally,
if the hon. gentleman possesses the information, what is the
condition, and what is likely to be the condition, of the
permanent way and what stops are being taken to fill up
the trestles. 1 have heard it stated by parties, not political
friends of mine but political friends of the other side, that
a great deal of that trestle-work was in an excedingly
dangerous condition; that it was very badly constructed,
and that it would net be safe, but on the contrary very
dangerous indeed, to run trains at any considerable speed
over it; in short, that the whole of that road required very
careful overhauling before it could bs made very useful for
the purpose of carrying heavy freights, at any rate.

Sir CHARLES TUPPER. I may say that the result
will be that this road will be a first-cla road all the.way
from Port Arthur to the Red River. The trestles, or a

i oonsiderablo portion cf Vhe work Vo whieh the hon. gentle-
1 man ailuded, were temporary tresties. They were intended
5 te carry Vhs trains over, te enable communication Vo ho had
3 between these two peints in Vhe firist instance, but Vhs filling

h as 'been going rapidly on, and wiIl be cempisted, se that ths
t road will ho a first-class road in evsry respect when Vhe

work which has beon providcd for is comploed ; and the
b on, gentleman could net require tauch botter evidonce than
Vhs faet that under Vhs contract wo were bound te hand
over Vhs r-oad Vo Vhs Canadian Pacifie Railway as a firet-clasa
rend and in very complote order, and provision bas boon
made in Vhs agreenment with Vhs Canadian Pacifie .Railway,
s;atisfhctory te thorm, for this amount, te Vake it over and
comploe the road. Se we have a pretty geod assurance
that, when this ameunt hs expsnded, Vhs r.ntd will be iin a
thoroughly goed condition, and with Vhe grades maintained
as Was eriginalty intended-an excsedingly faveurs bis
grade, and adapted for Vhs rapid running of trains.

Mr. BLAKE. As soon as I saw Vhs centract, I quite
thought that Vhs observation Vhs hon. Minister has just
made wais Vhs approprias oe. The Canadian Pacifie Railway
Company has said this is what they think is rsquirsd te put

>tbis road intesuch order as they are sntitled to get it in. Itim,
cf course, their intorest Vo geV it ln at least as good order asi
their original contract providsd. They have themselveF;
proposedVo doVhs werk br Vhossuimcf' money. The ques.
tien for conside ration) therefore, is net whether ths rond
is net in good condition, but whether we are going te put
iV in too good condilion for thora, bscause their interest
might lead them. te make exorbitant demands. I say thsy
rnighit. I do noV say they liave dons se; but îhey certainly
must have asked-tbey ought Vo have askod-to bo allowed
toecxpend as mach money as wouid put it ln propor condi-
tion. Ws certainly ought te have mors information than
is vouchsafsd. We are nsked for haif a million dollars
more; we do net know whether that is a final votte or net.

Sir CHARLES TUPPER. I expeet this Vo comploe it.
Mr. BLAKE. If this is te comploe the whole thing, we

would like te know what Vhs whole l8 going, te cost. Of
course iV doos net bind Vhs hon. gentleman or Vhs flouse lu-
ail way, but we weuld like te kiiow wbat Vhe hon. tentle-
mun ettimiates ho will i-equiro to pay thoso urnfortunato

ee

centi-actors cf section "BJ," whe have boen se harasised by
the Government for a long ime, and are now about te reup
a Vardy retuma £reon the arbitration.

Sir CHIARLES TUPPE R. The hon. gentleman has just
Vouched a peint which shows how impreper it would bo for
motVo make any close sitatemerit in reforenco Vo this. An
arbitration was granted which is net now mottled. As iV la
an unknown quantity that may be assignsed Vo theni by Vhs
arbitrators it would ho very injudicious iu me te make any
estimate which miglit be a suggestive indication. In fact
it wonld bo impossible for me te state, in Vhs absence cf the
award, what amount Vhey may likely recive. I do net
mayseif expeet it will be very much, if anything, in excesa
cf what thsy have already received.

Mr'. BLAKE. We are in an awkward position. We are
a-ked te vote an nnknown quantity. Ilow much ws do net
know, because it le la Vhs nature coa un iknewn quantity te
ho an unknown quantity.

Sir OUIAiLES TUPPER. I do net know that it il any
thing.

Mr. BLAKE. I maintain that if h the ho gentleman is
in such a position that ho canyot fers any estimate what-
ever, ho ought net Vo ask this ieluse to ote any su. It
wilo h i ime hnougb for Vhs vote after Vhs award bas boe
made, orwhen Vhs hon gentleman cu le a position vo give
thi, flouse information upon which we eau vote more intel-
Iigently.
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