
COMMONS DEBATE.
In- Arst ivilisednen who had penetrated to these regions,
new smo weR known, were the enterprising and advetarous
Frenoh wIo had corne to this country efôre ,tbo days of
hivalry had quite departed. -They had had difficultite to

contd with which eould not now-be estimated and had
surnountUd 1the all. Undaunted by wilde which seemed
interminable, or by untamed samages-sometimes fiendly
but often hostile -they had penetrate4 to the interior of the
continent; they lad traced the askatohewan and the
Missouri to their sources in thé Rocky Mountains, and to
tilerucdebouchIent in seas until then unknown. Many of
these explorers of a former day would live in history; thoir
names were household words, and he would ask, where the
names by which they had designated the scenes of their
advntares and thei places which, in many instances, lad
bMen consecrated bytheir blood, to be swept from the face of
the land for which they had done so much, and replaced by
others which had no connection whatever with the history
ofthe country? Succeeding the French, or rather joining
them, came the Scotch Ilighlanders, some of whom had
come over from the neighboring Repablic immediately after,
the war ofIndependene. Ieaving their all behind them rather
than renounce their allégiance, while others of them were
those, or the descendants of those who had left thcir native
land on account of political troubles. Accompanied by the
French voyageurs whom they found in the country, they
crossed the Rocky Mountains and planted the British flag on
the shores of the Paçifl Ocean, and if British Columbia
were to 4 ay a part of the Dominion, it was due to the enter-
prise of these intrepid explorers, for it was by claiming th'e
country on their discoveries ~that Great Britain was able,
subseuently, to make good her right to that country in
negotations and treaties with the United States. The
M cKenzie, the Frazer, and a number of lesser rivers together
*ith many a mountain lake, b3re the names of these hardy
explorers, but if this Vandalism in robbing a country of its
history*as to be permitted to go on, those names, like the
old French and Indian ones, would be in time snuffed out
and replaced by designations of a foreign and barbarous
sound. .He would run over a few of the new names to how
the House with what strange sounds they must now become
familiar: Lorfeden, Nordland, Linkoping, Upsula, CaIstad,
Ostersand, Ingolf, Monstrie, Varna, Donnooona, Buckstone,
Raith, fieela, and a host of others of eqally foreign tone.
Whatever might be the merit of these names, and
snme of them were those of obscure islands in icy
seas, or of villages in the north of Europe with a
population of 1,000 or so, they certainly had no

0ainection whatever with the history of this country.
Neither Swedes nor Russians had any claim to be
commernorated in ,these regions. They wore, however, in
keeping with the spirit of Vandalism wbich seemed to have
led to the bItting ont of the old names for these new ones,
for they bad been taken, at least in part, from 1he early

-homes of the Goth imd the Vandal. Our neighbors
aeros the; line, altkough Stey sometimes a'dopted strange
names, were caremi, as a general irule, to& presorve
the: hiatoric ones, whether Eaglish, Fench, Spanish
or ý Indian, or even Duteh. This was realIy an
imIpfotant matter, and he (Mr. Dawson)- trusted that,
in £tare, alt names te be given to places shonid
b. subsntted, to the Government for approval before
beubg 6nidly adopted, and that every selection of a »nme
made ehonid be, as narly Ms possible, that by which the
icality was already -know. It ws over two hundred

y7ersince the frateiwizied men had reached the territories
ci the. North-West, andj yet the surveyors and engineers
of th&, Pacifie Raiiway treated these regions as a trra
iaeogAita, as a land which they had themspives discovered,
*ad to which they were entiled to giv nmes. Suoh
imp&tinence on tbe prt f.niare omployeesi the publie
sø doud b. et oe as4 roever got a steg tq,

Mr. <JOURSOL. I rise to secernd the motion just made
by the hon, member for Algoma (Mr. Dawson). I hope
that he rill theroby succeed in obtaining for hiinself and
the country, relief froin an abuse whieh has exieted so long,
and which-has been so detrimental to the history of 1he
country. The hn. member for Algoma Las, by this motion,
rendered a great service to his country. It is a fact that
people attemptug to t iavel by the old map of the cuntry
would never find their way to the shores of the Pacific.
Everywhere Lave the names been altered; they Lave been
disfigured, mutilated and rendered incom prehensible; names,
which were an hoanor to the country, have been ouitted or
withdrawn, and in their place have been substituted names
unknown to everybody. As an instance, this is how a few
names have been translated: "L'anse Bérard," whieh is noir
the terminus of the Pacifie Railway, has becomue Burrard
Inlet; the "Lac do la Pluie," formerly called "Lac la
Rinde," is now " Rainy Lake ;" lake "Queue d'Ouiseau"
has become in English "Birdtail," which has been improved
into "Bertle." It is net in such a maniner, Mr. Speaker,
that the historical souvenirs of the country should be
preserved, especially when, as_the lion. member for Algoma
has pointed out, our Amorican neighbors are doing ail they
can to trace back all such old historical nanes, instoad of
wiping them out. To show how carefully they preserve
them, I will give an example. There was a place called
"Pendant d'Oreille." The term popularly in vogue is "Pan
dOreille." Heedless of orthography, the Americans have
plaeed it ou their map as "Pan d'Oreille." The bon.
inember for Algoma rightly said that the country had
been discovered by the French, and those who have read
our history from the date of the conquest to the year 1870,
would be surprised and astonished were they now able to
find a single old name therein. What has become of the
names of the old forts? IL would have beeu easy to pro-
serve naies such as iberville, Ste. Anne, St. Germain,
Bourbon and Maurepas; al] those nanes are to be fouid in
history, but they have been mutilated, they have been
changed; our employees hrave thorein imitated a nation so
great by its intelligence that I noed hardly naine it, the
French nation, whieh has demolished the monuments
whereon were inscribed the names of its victories and
glories; they bave coat these narues aside in order to put
others in their place. I hope, Mr. Speaker, that this will
not'happen in our own country; I hope it will not be loft to
our engineers to name and designate the various localitioes.
Let them make ont the plans, but let the Government be
the sole judge of the names to be gil en. Let the Govern,
ment tako the old maps and it will find names worthy of
being given to every place; it win bear in mind the naies
of those who have discuvored the country, of those who
have shed thoir blood in fighting against savage tribes, and
it will remember that the Scotch, with the French, con-
quered the country, and so powerfully contributed to
civilize it. I trust, therefore, that the Governminent will
not leave to the engineers the right of taking the naines of
their families, relations or friends, îto designate the different
places in the west; And if these engineers are ignorant of
the bitory of the country, the Goverrnment wili, porbaps,
supply then with maps which wiil give thorm the necessary
information.

Mr. BLAKE eaid he vas glad the hon. member for
Algoma had brought up this matter. le synpathized a
good deal with the views of the hon. member, and hoped
that the attention of the Government would not be contined
to the naines on the Pacifie Railway enly, but would be
extended to that North-West line which was now known as
" The Dawsen Route."

Mr. LANGEÝIN. I Must say that some three .or four
years - ago, the ames of the proposed stations on the
Çsnadina 1>aoile 1Railway as containe4 ini the. report. laid
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