Dutes Collected at [Marcn

taken up in some form, and he held

that the giving of the paltry
cam  of $20,000 was not at all
what the people of St John

had a rigkt to expect under the cir-
cumstances. At the very least, the
Dominion of Canada ought not to iave
made money out of the misfortunes of
the city. He held that this Government,
whether they gave anything or not,
never onght to have put into the coffers
of the Dominion one ringle dollar
arising out of that calamity. They
might have loaned money to the city
or assisted it 1n any way they could
without loss of money, but he pro-
tested against the Dominion of Canada
making money out of the misfortunes
of the citizens of St. John.

Me. PLUM B said the hon. gentle-
man who intoduced this subject (Mr.
Domville) had complained that the
Government had been guilty of inex-
cusable delay in putting up some of
the public buildings which were
destroyed by the fire, also that the
streets were still obstructed, and that
great inconvenience was caused to the
people from tho want of the Govern-
ment post office, Custom house, and
other buildings of that kind. The hon.
gentleman also complained that this
was setting a poor example to those
who were putting up buildings and
Lelping to reconstruct the ill-fated
city, and that if the Government had
shown greater promptitude in com-
mencing their works, the labour would
have given a certain measure of relief.
In counection with the claim reterring
to0 the revenue, he (Mr. Plumb) had a
statement in his hand which might
probably throw some light on that
n(sx}lll)j(egp. This showed that the mer-
‘handizo stock destroyed by fir
$3.000,000. yed by fire was

Mr. CARTWRIGHT : How much

was the insurance ?
Mr. PLUMB said ho was not spoak-
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ing of the insurance, he was speaking |
of the relation of Government, not
lhe.relation of the insurance com-
panies, to that destruction, and the
i}:)tgid]m]d on that merchandize, which !
omd - amount  to  somethine  like
£500,000. The amount of duty paid |
!!L:?:. John,from July, 1876, to January, ;*
1877, was $415,798, avd the amount |
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of duty paid from July, 1877, to Janu-
ary, 1878, was $650,392, and of this last
mentioned amount, 850,275 was paid
in the six months by a single man.
These figures showed there had been
an increase during the last half year
of $230,000 in the duties paid.
The conclusion was that the daty
on building materials which would be
required would give the Government
at least $700,000 more than if there
had not been a fire, so that we should
be actually receiving that sum over
our regular yearly revenue from the
duties of that port. Now, Boston gave
$G1,000 to assist the sufferers in the
St. John fire, while this Government
gave only $20,000. He thought the
latter a paltry sum to contribute
to one ot the principal sea-ports
of this Duminion. Of course, he
was perfectly aware that, however
small this sum might appear to some
people, there might be others who
would consider it large, and be remem-
bered that the First Minister had con-
sidered it mnccessary to justify the
giving away of this sum. Ile said
they had Dbeen blamed for having
such a quantity of steel rails, and he
justified this by saying that the Gov-
ernment had also given 820,000 to the
city of St. John. He (Mr. Plumb) was
unable to see the connection between
the two things at the time, and he was
unable to see it now. But itscemed as
though the Premier considered it a
large sum, for he not only spoke of itin
one place, but several times, during his
summer excursion. He said great
complaint had been made of the Gov-
ernment having loaned a certain quan-
tity of rails to the contractor of the
Canada Central Railway, “ Bat,” he
added, “ We gave $20,000 to St. John
on account of the fire.”

Mir. MACKENZIE: I
anything of the kind.

Mr. PLUMB: Weil, T believe it is
to that effect.

Me. MACKENZIE: Read it.

Mg. PLUMB: At least you are re-
ported to have said it.
Reveral Hon. MEMBERS:  Read it.
Mg, PLUMB: I will undertake to

read it. 1t was made use of at several
meetings.  On one occasion he said :

never said



