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On March 31, 2000, an enlarged Working Group on Sudan was convened to, address resource
exploitation in areas of conflict. The roundtable was a part of a larger consultation about Sudan.
Hosted by the Canadian Centre for Foreign Policy Development, it was chaired b>' Senator Lois
Wilson and included, among others, Gerry Bar, John Harker, Ian Smilie, Joe Stern, Shaun
Poulter, and Penelope Simons.

1. Outlining thec Problem

Consensus developed that operations ofsoineforeign companies in conflict situations
may aggravatelfuel conflict and have negative impacts on local human rights. Drawing on hisown experience, John Harker pointed out that while some corporate executives profess values incommon with human rights activists and NGOs, they often overlook and fail to, acknowledge
apparent human rights violations related to, the operations of their comparues. Therefore,
companies have to be held responsible for their actions and accounitable to, some code of conduct.
Ian Smilie talked about the need to distinguish between those companies which deliberately
profit from conflict and those which make genuine investments. Since the former are mostly
footloose (their location and identity easily changeable) monitoring and enforcement


