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time, exceptions were introduced i n direct corras-

pondence, unofficially, between the Prime Minister and

the British Ambassador at Washington, supplementary to

the communications addressed by the Governor General

either directly or through the Colonial Office, to the

Ambassador.

Official mail to London (and/or V,lashington)

was despatched in waterproof canvas bags, similar to those

in use today. The frequency of outgoing bags seems to have

been high, for in addition to the use of returnable canvas

mail-bags bringing London correspondence, the Office of

the Governor General's Secretary had an annual expenditure

for the purchase of new canvas bags which, for the period

1895-1917 (after which the record ceases), averaged 176

bags a year or 3.55 bags per week.it This would represent

the preparation of a diplomatic bag at an average of every

second day, and this rate might be doubled if returnable
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