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from several of the concerned countries discuss the problems of the 
Peninsula, and explore the utility of such mechanisms as multilateral 
institution building, confidence building measures, verification and 
transparency, cooperative security, and preventive diplomacy in 
addressing these problems3.4 . They are well aware that while lessons can 
be drawn from the institutions and methods that have been successful in 
Europe, the situation in Asia is very different and its problems will not 
be solved simply by the direct transfer of solutions which may have 
proven effective in another region. 

In preparation for this session of the workshop, papers have been written 
by contributors working in Russia, China, Japan, and Canada'. These 
four papers describe the Korean situation as seen from the personal point 
of view of a member of their own country; someone who is 
knowledgeable regarding East Asian security problems, but who does not 
claim to be presenting the official view of their governmene'7. 9 . 
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