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natural and managea ecosystems or on the operation of socio-econo.iic
systems or on human health and welfare.

2. OClimate change* means a change of climat. which is attributed
directly or indirectly ta human activity that alters the composition cf
the global atinosphere and which is in addition te natural climat.
variability observed over comparable time perioda.

3. *Climats syutemn means the totality of the atmosphere, hydrosphere,
biosphere and geouphere and their interactions.

4. *Emissions* means the release cf qreenhouse gases and/or.their
precursors into the atinosphere over a specified area and period of time.

5. *Greenhouse gasesa means those qaseous constituente cf the
atuosphere, bath natural and anthropogenic, that abuorb and re-emit
infrared radiation,

6. *Regional economic integration orqanizationn' means an organization
constituted by sovereIqn States of a given reqion which has competence in
respect of matters governed by this convention or its protocols and has
been duly autheriz.d, in accordance vith its internal procedures, to
sign, ratify, accept, approve or accede te the instruments concerned.

7. 'Tesrvoira means a component or components of the climate systen
vbere a greenhouse gas o.r a precursor cf a greenheuse gaz is stored.

S. 'Sink« means any process, activity or mec1tanism vhich removes a
greenhouse gas, an aerosol or a precursor cf a qreenhouse gas frein the
atinosphere.

9. %SourceO meana any process or activity which releases a qreenhous,
.gas, an acrosol or a precursor cf a greenhouse gas inte the atuosphere.
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The ultimate objective cf this Conventionand any related légal
instruments that the tenference of the Parties mav adept in te achieve,
in accordance vith the relevant provisions cf the convention,
stabilization cf greenheuse gas concentrations in the atmosphere at a
level that would prevent dangerous anthropogenic interference vith the
climate uyutem. Such a level sheuld be achieved vithin a time-fraie
sufficient te allow ecosystems te adapt naturally te climate chanqe, te
ensure that food production is not threatened and ta, enable economic
developuent to proceed in a sustainable manner.


