1980 No. 41 36

Article 14

Consultation and dispute settlement

Consultation

14.1 Each Party shall afford sympathetic consideration to and adequate
opportunity for prompt consultation regarding representations made by
other Parties with respect to any matter affecting the operation of this
Agreement.

14.2 If any Party considers that any benefit accruing to it, directly or
indirectly, under this Agreement is being nullified or impaired, or that the
attainment of any objective of this Agreement is being impeded, by another
Party or Parties, and that its trade interests are significantly affected, the
Party may make written representations or proposals to the other Party or
Parties which it considers to be concerned. Any Party shall give sym-
pathetic consideration to the representations or proposals made to it, with
a view to reaching a satisfactory resolution of the matter.

Dispute settlement

143 It is the firm intention of Parties that all disputes under this
Agreement shall be promptly and expeditiously settled, particularly in
the case of perishable products.

14.4 If no solution has been reached after consultations under Article 14,
paragraphs 1 and 2, the Committee shall meet at the request of any Party
to the dispute within thirty days of receipt of such a request, to investigate
the matter with a view to facilitating a mutually satisfactory solution.

14.5 In investigating the matter and in selecting, subject, inter alia, to the
provisions of Article 14, paragraphs 9 and 14, the appropriate procedures
the Committee shall take into account whether the issues in dispute relate
to commercial policy considerations and/or to questions of a technical
nature requiring detailed consideration by experts.

14.6 In the case of perishable products the Committee shall, in keeping
with Article 14, paragraph 3, consider the matter in the most expeditious
manner possible with a view to facilitating a mutually satisfactory solution
within three months of the request for the Committee investigation.

14.7 1t is understood that where disputes arise affecting products with a
definite crop cycle of twelve months, every effort whould be made by the
Comnmittee to deal with these disputes within a period of twelve months.




