
* Joseph Guay, from Multiculturalism to
National Revenue;
* Jack Horner, from Minister of State
without Portfolio to Industry, Trade and
Commerce;
. Norman Cafik, a new appointee to the
Cabinet, who becomes Minister of State
for Multiculturalism.

French Justice Minister visits

Justice Minister Alain Peyrefitte of
France visited Ottawa, September 12 and
13 to meet with Justice Minister Ron
Basford and Solicitor-General Francis

à lecture on China at Ottawa

Mr. Peyrefitte began his official trip
to Canada on September 8 in Quebec
City, where he marked the tenth anniver-
sary of the signing of a Franco-Quebec
co-operation agreement.

Canada and Spain to construct rail-
way in Venezuela

Venezuélan participation is expected to
be 20 per cent, with Canada and Spain
sharing the remainder.

Canada will have prime responsibility
for the design and engineering of the pro-
ject and supply of equipment; Spain for
construction of the railway, training of
Venezuelan personnel and management
of operations. Canada and Spain will
participate also in the activities primarily
allocated to the other.

While the initial cost of the project
was estimated at some $1 billion, Vene-
zuelan authorities have recently intro-
duced some modifications to the con-
ditions which might reduce it. Conse-
quently, when the new consortium signs
the contract for the project, Canada's
share would be in the order of $250-300
million, of which about half would be
spent in Canada for services and equip-
ment such as locomotives, cars and rail.

Associated sub-contractors of Canaven
are: Canac Consultants Limited, Canadian
Pacific Consulting Services Ltd., Cana-
trans Ltd., Hawker Siddeley (Canada)
Ltd., Loram International Ltd., Bombar-
dier-MLW Ltd. and Sydney Steel Cor-
poration.

Celebrity computer

A steady stream of senior military visitors
has been making a plgrimage to CFB
Petawawa, Ontario for the past year-
and-a-half to talk with a clerk.

Nicknamed "Superclerk", for his
willingness ta work long hours with amaz-
ing accuracy and speed, he has con-
fniindei manv % viqitor with un %hilitv to

mind like a machine.
Actually, Superclerk is a machine - a

"mini" computer - programmed to store,
update, edit and retrieve a wide variety
of information about the people and acti-
vities of the Petawawa base.

Petawawa has been the trials and test
site for the Forces' base automatic data

been so successful, that, beginning this
fall, 35 more mini-computers will be
installed and programmed on-other bases
across Canada.

Mind boggling
Lieutenant-Colonel Fortin, the moving
force behind the idea, says that, even
though the computer is capable of
answering a mind-boggling 10 million
billion questions, it cannot make manage-
ment decisions, nor can it substitute for
trained personnel.

Superclerk edits information before he
processes it, updates his own data, and
constantly monitors files to locate dis-
crepancies. He's also willing to serve
more than one master at a time. As manY
as 16 people can operate computer termni-
nals simultaneously, and as many as 32
terminals can be hooked into one system.

As an added bonus, Superclerk is a
"stand alone" computer. He doesn't
need a full-time operator. And when
French literals are added, he'll be bilin-
gual.

Superclerk is proving his worth to
medical and dental personnel. Faced with
a shortage of a rare blood type in an
emergency, for instance, the base hospital
has only to consult Superclerk to find
potential donors.

A test request for AB-donors was
answered in less than two minutes, and
the names of nine men scattered across
seven base units appeared on the terminal
print out.

Many functions
When the base ADP program is complete,
each mini-computer will handle at least
i1 areas of information: construction
engineering, personnel records, rations
and quarters accounting, leave account-
ing, medical and dental records, married
quarters and accommodation inventory,
civilian personnel data, financial manage-
ment, non-public funds, and mobile sup-
port equipment (vehicles).

As the analysts begin refining the revo-
lutionary system they have created,
Lieutenant-Colonel Fortin, the engineer-
ing officer, with a Ph.D. in physics and a
fertile imagination, is already thinking


