
Assembly by a vote of 55-O, with 1 abstention, In, the Canadian view, this
res 'olution which received Canada's support, left the way open for further
negotiations and for quiet diplomacy.

West New GWmea
During the negotiations which preceded the transfer of sovereignîyover the former Netherlands Indies 10 Indonesia, the two parties could flotagree on the future status of West New Guinea. As a resuit, Article 2 ofthe Charter of Transfer of Sovereignty (Round-Table Agreements) signed

in 1949 stated: "The status quo of the residency of New Guinea shahl bemaintained with the stipulation that within a year from the date of transfer
of sovereignty to the Republic of the United States of Indonesia the question
of the political status of New Guinea be determined through negotiations
between the Republic of the United States of Indonesia and the Kingdom of
the Netherlands." The negotiations thus envisaged continued intermittently
for more than the specified year but were eventually broken off without
agreement. The Goverument of Indonesia then requested that the question
of West New Guinea be placed on the agenda of the ninth session of the
General Assembly.

At the ninîli session', a resolution calling on the two parties 10 continue
their efforts to find a solution 10 the dispute i accordance with the principles
0f the United Nations Charter and requesting them 10 report progress 10
the tenth session failed 10 receive the necessary two-thirds majority. When
the item came before the tenth session, Representatives of Indonesia and the
Netherlands announced ltat their Governments had agreed to hold discus-
sions on a number of outstanding issues. The Assembly then adopted a
niild resolution expressing the hope that the negotiations would be fruitful.

The West New Guinea item, proposed by 16 African and Asian


