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effort to reach the lat. Reading aloud
le a salutary check on the habit of
reading too much and reading too laut.

It would certainly be wvorth while to
take up the practice in 6amilies, when
the conditions favor it, as an -experi-
ment. The fail and winter evenings
are long, and as one looks back over
those long evenings of puat years he
eau find many hours wasted that could
have been profitably devoted to, read-
ing or to listening. Reading aloud la
a quiet enjoynient, to be sure, but it
is an enjoyment.

s
PurLctuation.

j>UNCT~UATION often leads to the
Adetetion of grammatical and of

rbetouical errors, and, for this reason,
if for no other, should net be neglected.
The object of punctuation is to show
the relationshlp of words and of claus-
e, and to niake their meaning to be
understood clearly. The notion that
punctuation points are employed for
the purposes of elocution la an entirely
erroneous one. he primai object of
the points is to rnake the grammatical
divisions. Unless this object la kept
iu view and is acted upon, grave er-
rors are liable to ensue; and not only
wtt! the principles of elocution be
violated constantly, but the meanings
of the sentences used wilI be frequently
Iost or misunderstood. Remnember that
punctuation la entirely independent of
elocution, and act upon the remem-

brance. Teach your pupils to, properl,
punctuate ail their written work,

There are rnany cases ini which
change of points completely alters th
sentiment. In proof of tht s, the stor
is told of an english statesmnan tha
f reed hîmself froin an emnbarassin,
position by taking advantage of thi
fact. Haviirg charged an officer o
the governinent with dishonesty th,
statesman was required, by Parlia
ment, under a heavypenalty, publici,
to retract the accusation in the IHoua4
of Commons. At the appointed time
he appeared with a written recantatioi
which he read aloud as follows . --
said he was dishonest, it is true; an(
I am. sorry for it." This 'was ai
factory; but what was the surprise.,
Parliameut, the following day, to se
the recantation printed ln the pae,
thus: "'I said be was dishonest; h-
is true, and 1 arn sorry for it."-

By a single transposition of th,
comma and the semi-colon, the in.
genious slanderer represented himsel
to the county flot only as not havine
made any recantation, but even a,
having repeated the charge inth
very teeth of Parliaient.

.

Spemng.
T ACHERS would do well by

giving their pupils frequn
exercises in both oral and written
spelling. The importance of the sub
ject need flot be urged ; it may b
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