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an influence which becomnes more potent year by year, and year by year we

are becomiing more Anierican; inevitably our ideal of national if e is becoming

'ientified with a nd lost in that of our brothers to the south. One-third of

aur population is Frencli, speaking their Own lailguage, governed by their

OWn code of laws, sending their children to schools wbich teach themn a

standard of -civilizatioýn different f roml that which shall be the standard of thej

civîhization of Canada: in the future. We are a small commlonwealth, scat-

tered across an immense country, and we are not able readily ta digest the

great quantities of new mnaterial, Douklhobors, Italians, Hindoos, Chinese,

etc., which enter our country every year. Thougli Amnerica in the first ini-

stance was a fusion of diverse but flot divergent elenients, yet the streamn of

immigration to the United States was of littie consequenlce until after the

Civil War, and by that tinie, America had cornie to a nla tional strengthi, was

clearly enaugh consciaus of its nationhood to be able to assimilate even the

vaist numnbers of aliens who have silice soughl-t freedomn within its borders.

Whatever* mlay be the character of the resultant of the assimilative forces

now at work, however that resultant inay le tinctured with Amnerican or

other exterior influence, until thiere is a resultant, a fusion of strang, numier-

ans and varions elemlents inito one solidarity of national life, Canada wil

iîot have a literature. B1ut in the formation of the distinctive character of

this solidarity, is the giving of the peculiar toile which shahl distinguishi it as

Canadian, such magazines as those unlder discussion eaii wield a mighty ini-

fluence.
What should be the character and purpose of suich a magazine? We be-

lieve that a nationialnmagazine is of thielast imlportance in the developnient and

maintenance of national culture. But the history of Canadian efforts, in this

direction makes it only too evident that the mission of suich a magazine re-

ceives but slight attention and no encouragement frorn the majority of the

p)eople, whDo, f rom motives of pubhîc-spirit alone, niight be expected ta take

an interest in it. Most of the magazine literature whic'h Canadians read is

that produced in other couintries. Much of it is good, worthy of attention,

soi-ne af it is of the first rank, but it does not nîleet the national nleeds. A

national magazine which is characterized by breadth of view and compre-

hensiveness of treatment of iniatters of national import can reach a class

w 'hOse present culture is shaped by the newspaper, (hurriedly written, hur-

riedly read, and too cursory in its -treatmient -of things), can reach a class

Which 'Zannat have a university training, can reach a class which is toa busy

to reacý books. Tt should not onlly affoýrd a mi-ediuini for the expression of the

higher theught and life of the people, and place that expression before the

best class of readers-t-hat is, befare those upon whom depends the shaping

Of the intellectual, moral, artistic anid indilstrial future of the nation, but it

slhOuld also, by the very virtue of tlîat expression, becom-e a stimulus ta the

attainIlellt of a highier plane of life and culture. it shotuld preserve the

national sxise of individuality, of essential hloimogeiICoilsiess: sa that thatirldi-

viduality shaîl not be dissolved ilita a characterless, nlebulous cosniopolitanisn.

We do not nican that (hie attention should not be givenl ta the discussion of


