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SUNDAY AFTERNOON ADDRESSES.

On Snnday, Feb. iih the Rev«Thozoas C. Hall,
of Chicago, gave the first of the series arranged by
the studenîs. Convocation Hall, both in the gallery
and on the floor, was packed by an intensely inter-
ested congregation. Beloîv we give a short and we
fear very inadequate synopsis of the sermon.

FAITH AND REASON IN RELIGION.

Every Inan has a Faith by whjch he lives, though
perhaps no one mnan's Faith reduced to its elements
would exa6tly correspond with that of another.
When speaking of Christian Faith il is highly desir-
able to discover what Christ meant when lie used
the term, Faith. In the synoptic gospels the word
neyer mneaus a systeîn of Truth. The Faith He
coînunends is simply an attitude of life towards Hlm.
The Saroaritan woman knew littho of Messianic hope,
of Christ's teaching, of Chri3,t's mission, Vet her
Faith was great.

Churcli history reveals how sadly Christ's view of
Faith degraded into "la systcmn of Failh." Cbrist's
mission was the reconciliation of hostile, or indiffer-
ent, men and womnen, to God, su naturally it hap-
pened that Ilconduét " was first changed. The early
cburcb sought to identify the Christian Faitb with
rules of moral conducfl.

But a second degradation happened when Faith
came int conneétion with Gentile Philosophy.
Pions seuls gifted with more or less rationalizing
power sought to identify Christian Faith with a set
of motaphysical. propositions.

A third degradation happened when journeying
westward on its world conqucst, Christianity left the
speculation of Greece and came to Reine. But
Faith is more than conduét, more than pbilosophy,
more than governinent, more than alI these com-
bined ; Christ neyer associaled il with a final code
of ethics, with a final philosophy, with a final author-
ity in governmoent and tbought.

If we are to realize the kingdom of God bere on
earth something olse, viz., Reason, is to walk hand
in baud withi Faith. We are te be Christian Ration-
alists. The heart thal has Faith in God reveals it
in love, but Reason mnust aI tiînes mercilessly criti-
Cisc Love's conduai. Faith touches onr lives at
every point but only as Reason is inspircd and re-
deemed can il save the seul from extrerue fanaticism
and degradîng superstition. In the realm of phil-
osophy we must notice that systems are tentative.
Neither that of Paul, or Augustine, or Calvin, was
final. The church of to-day bas no pbilosophy,
thougli redeemed Reason must ever strive to find
a systeui that will answer our soul's intelleaual
yearnings. Il is on the basis of historical research
and reverent criticism that redeenied Reason must
mccl antagonists. But we need nover despair. Faith
is ever te be our guidiug star, it accepîs as a basis

for ail lifo and conduidt and thougbt a now personal
rclationship- bctween the soul and God. Many

things are yet wrong in condud., in the churcb, in
the statc. On us bas fallen the end of the ages,
mnanfully wc are 10 do our duty, strong in the strcnglh
of Christ we are nover lu falter. Wc are tu labor
to bring about the second incaruation of God iii a
cburcb tu be withoiut spot or lcmish-the holy bride
of Christ.

Y.- M. C. A.

On Friday, 2nd inst., the subjeCt of IlForgiveuess"
was dealt witb in a most praétical mnanner by J. H.
Tuirubiili. Ho pointed out that, as a rul, we reccive
from our followmien exaély what wo give tu thein.
Ho wbo is slingy, crusty, and miserablo iu his life
aud dealings, will, likoe Dickens' Scrooge, always find
plcnty 10 annoy bim. Let hini change bis laéltics,
accust people good natLîredly and treat tbemi gener-

ously, and ho will be surprised to sec what a change
has cume uvor the wvorlcl. Wo 10 a greal cxleut
niake our own little world, and ho whu is always
rcady lu forgivo fiuds least that needs forgivcncss.

Iu bis sermon on the M onl Christ says, Il Blessed

are the mnerciful for they shaîl obtair i mrcy." Ho
home teaches not thal we mnust absolulcly forgive
others, beore god will forgive us, but that if God's
love and kindly dealings with a man do nul awakeu
in biîn a like spimit towards bis fellowineu, ho is net
in eality a child of God, but is still in bis sins. The
uninerciful servant, who had been forgiven uîuch

and would 'lot forgive littho, was cast mbt prison un-
tl ho should pay ahl, and the parable ends with an

ixnpressive wamning: IlSo likewise shahl îy hcavenly
Father du also nuto you, if ye froin your lîcarts for.
give not every one bis brother bis trespasses."

One great meason wby we sbould ho willîng lu for-

give uthers, is the facél that xve bave similar wcak-
nesses 10 theirs. We ought, tbemefome, lu sympatb.
ize with tbeîîî and lu bq slow lu condein. We can

easily concoive of a inan wbo bas nover seen sin in

ils true light, wvho bas nover realized that ho is a

debtor, mfusing lu forgive bis fellowmen, but Ibose
wbo profess to have been frcly forgivcîî by God of

Ibeir greal dehi must surely ho ready freely te for-
givo others.

This moans giving up ail desire lu injure the one

that bas wvoged us. But il also goos fui ther, and
expresses ilsoîf pusitively in a desire lu du any kind-
uess wo can t0 the forgiven une, jusl as if ho had
nover injumed us. Iu Ibis, as in other espeéts,
Christ is our ideal, who sot no limit lu bis willing-
uess te forgive and te, belp. This forgiving, chari-
table spirit is the real test of arnan's Cbristianity, for
IlWe knuw thal we bave passed fromn death unto
life, because we love the bretbren."

The remainder of the lune was occupied with une
of tbe inost profitable discussions of the session.


