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,vornen, and children engaged ut a repuet-some
Ivitl swollen and fearfully disborted faces, others
pinched and haggard-some with the extremities
of the hande shrunken or eaten awuy, others wibh
the prominent featurs of the face frightfully dis-
tjglired. Oue, howevsr, could net but notice the
apparent cheerfuinees and contentment of tIse
leprous ôuteaste in spîts of tlicir dreadful condi-
tion. Strange as it rnay seem, they do net usually
suifer acute pain until the eating procees reacles a
vital part, and while seine die lu the course of a
few menthe, others live on for yeurseven until
the extremitieà of the body are entirely gene.
Meeting with a physician formerly assistant iu
charge, I liad an excellent opportunity of inspeet.
ing the hospital and seeing some of the meet typi-
cal cases. The diseuse ds not affect evsry oenu
the saime mariner, for 'while in sons cases the eyee
are iirst affecbed, or the surs, nose, or other ex-
tremibies begin to decay or shrivel away, in others
great tubercles break ont over the face, dietorting
it in a most hideous manner. 1 saw some poor
littie fellowvs but eleven or twelve years eld, affscbied
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in tIs manner last namied, who looked quibe forty
years. Iudeed bIs fact of quite a number of chli
dren being present sesrned saddest of ail te me-
soins of bîsîn but slîghtly affected, with chances
cf living on for many years. But enough cf this.

The hospital, which is dlean and neat, and afforde
the ininates even better comforts blan they would
have at home, is in charge of soins geod Sistere of
Mercy frein Syracuse, N. Y., who have given
tîeseves up te care for and work arnget these
wretched outcasts cf society. The great sacrifices
thee noble wemenu have made ln slutting thein-
selves up te sudh a work cannot poseibly ho appre.
ciabed hy eue who has not visited this home cf
lepers, and. truly bleir reward will be great. Iu
this connection I muet briefly mention the naine cf
that noble martyr, Father Damien-a young Cath-
olie prieet wbo, senie years ugo, cf hie ewn free
will, went te minieter and comfort the lepers ban-
ished te die on the Island cf Molokai, thoughl he
knew full well the imminent danger incurred in se
doing. Here he has labored faitlfully and well,
attendiug te the ill-fated creatures during the 1mbt
and awful stages cf their diseass-during their
greast suffering and death. Occaeionally lie vie-

iteà Honolulu, but about a year ago lie wrote a
touching letter -te a friend, anuncing that the
aivful scourge had at laet made itself nianifest
upon hum, and that lie could neyer again leave that
island, and further expreseing a calmn resignation
te hie dreadful fate. A true hero, indeed !*

The first whites who came to the Hawaiian Isl-
ands were a disselute, godiess set-whalers and
refugees fromn justice froin éther lands, and the
eifect of their evil influences upon the simple nat-
ives can be casily imagined, and to counteract
which wvas up-hli work for the missionaries.

The Hawaiians are given to intemperance and
are a very licentious people; added to this their
improper cars of themselves, througli ignorance of
disease, thougli there je an improvement in this,
particularly latterly, dols not tend to longsvity.
These facts go a long way towarde peinting out
the leading source of the decline of the race. It
je hoped and belisved that the Christian influences
being brought to bear, and eclucation, are checking
some of these causes of the race's rapid downfall.

[Tnfortunately limited time and other circum-
stances would not admit of my visiting Kilauea,
the great volcano, with its mighty smoking crater
and lake of fiery lava; nor was I able to visit any
of ths other islande, some of which are said to be
mucl more beautiful than Oahu.

I arn i.ndebted to seversi prominent Honolulu
gentlemen, iib whom. I had the pleasure of mak-
ing acquaintauce, foi much of the information con-
tained in bhie letter, which I trust I have net made
toe mabter of fact to be interesting. Many of
the figures and other satemeuts were baken freim
the IlHawaiian Alinanac," a statistical annual ;
and frein Prof. Zalmn's "Letters on the Hawaiian
Islands," and should be authentic.

This letter goes back to yen on the samne slip
upon which. 1 came out. In the sweet language of
bIe I-Iawaiian again I say, Alohial

We quoe theI following description of the great
volcano of Kilauea froin IlThe Boy Travellers ini
Australasia," by Thos. W Kuox :

" b je fully tIres miles froin oe side of the
crater of Kilausa to the other ; but you do not walk
in a etraîght course across it, for the simple reason
that you can't. The crater le a great pit varying

W Ie learn f rom the Mlissio)aarr Reviei, that another herolc
priet, Father Condradly, bas rcently sailed frein San Frac-
cisco to care f or hiii and ei'entually take bis place.

frein eight Iuadrcd te fiftcen hundred fest in deptî;
its floor consista cf lava, aehes, and broken rocks,
ths lava predominating. Ib le rough and uneven,
and in several places tIers are emaîl oraters eend-
ing Up jets cf fianie, emoke, and steain, and blere
are nuinerous cracks frein whicî emoke and steain
issue censtantly. lu many places tIe lava lies in
great relie and ridges that are net easy te walk
over, and some cf them. are quite impassable. Con.
sequently the path winds about a geed deal, and
yen Mnay be eaid te wvalk two miles te get ahead eue.

"lThe floor of tIe crater je lardly the saine frein
week te week, and if I should make a map cf lb,
and describe the place very carefully, yen rnight
net know it if yeu corne here a year frein noeu. In
mnuny places lb le se lot that yen canuet walk on it.
Lavalcools very slowly, and the thicker the bed of
it the longer tIe time it requires fer cooling.

"lOver the Iloor cf the great crater ure picked
our îvay for uearly tîree miles te tIs Burning
Lakes ; and wîat do yen suppose these lakes are?

" 1Their name descrihes thein, as tley arc lits-
mally burning lakes-lakes cf firs se lot that if yen
should be foolisî enougli te try te baLle lu tîsin,
or se unfortunate as te fall ito their waves, yen
would be burned up in less than a minute. We
lad te dlimh up a stsep bank cf lava te get lu siglit
cf them, and bIen wlat a spectacle was presented!

"lTIers urere bure libtle lakes or ponde, five or six
luudred feet lu diameter, and eeparated by a nar-
rour embunkmeut which tIe guide said was occa-
sionally ovsrflowed, and either covered entirely or
breken down for a while. These lakes are ou the
top cf a 1111 formed by tIre cooling cf tIre lava, and
at tIe Lime we saw them tîsir surface urus, per-
lape, one huudred feet belour the point urlere ure
stood on thre outer edge or rim. The wmnd blew
frein us over tIs lakes, and carried away the
greater part cf the emoke and the fumes cf suiphur;
but in spite of the favoring breeze. ' e urere almost
dhoked by the noxious gaees that rose frein the
burning lava, and the numeroue crevices lu ths
solid bauke where urs stood.

" The molten lava, seetled, bubbled, boiled, and
rolled below ne, its surface covered -with a grayish
and thin cruet, eut cf whicl rose irregular circles
and pathIs cf fire that sesmed te sweep and follour
eue anobher.from. tIe circumference te the centre cf
tIs lake. Every minute or se tIre lava lu LIs centre
cf bIe lake bulged up and broke into an enormous
bubble or urave which sometimes rose twenty ur
blirty feet into the air, and tIen broke and scat-
tered just as yen ses a bubble brcaking lu a kettie
cf boiling paste or outineul porridge. I know tIe
comparisen le a homely eue, but I can't think cf
anything that wrll botter describe what ive eaîv.

" 9The bank of bIs lake dewu rieur where bIs lava
came against it was red-hot, and se yen May ima-
gine if you eau a mass cf liquid *fire rolling and
surging againet a solid eue. Oue cf tIe lakes was
much mors agitated blan bIs éther, and tire lîquid
lava eeemed te break upen its sides very much like
a sou upon a rocky slore. "
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