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requires knowledge of parliamentary procedure, previous
service in the House, and certain personal characteristics of
tact and judgment, which latter, of course, vary with the
individual.

It does not take much experience in debate to become
aware of the power a presiding otlicer has by technical oh-
jections or by adroit favouritism to help a friend or em-
barrass a persona non grato. It does not also require much
experience in practical politics to know how savagely the
party dogs bite one another. The questions debated in a
national assembly like the House of Comhons or the House
of Representatives are also of not merely academic interest.
They stir up the passions and appeal to the feelings of the
most cold-blooded. If a moderate-minded man is thus
tempted to forget himself, how much more will an uncom-
promising partizan be likely to require a curb. A presiding
officer over such an assemblage has, therefore, as his first
duty, that of the maintenance of order. As a corollary to
that power he has to deal with obstruction. Then, as to
routine procedure, it is his duty to open and close the sit-
tings of the House, he must see that the order of business is
preserved, he must authenticate documents and verify the
ofticial account of proceedings. Further, he is the mouth-
piece of the House. He must on complimentary occasions
receive and welcome strangers. Should also a member be
guilty of an offence against the rules of order and require
reprimand, the Speaker must carry out the disagreeable duty
of admonishing that member, These duties are common to
the presiding officers of all properly managed assemblies,
and it is obvious that they place of themselves great powers
in the hands of the presiding officer. An abuse of these
powers is rare under the English or Canadian system. The
general tone of feeling of the assembly has been against it.

The three main functions of the Speaker, discussed by
Miss Follett, are these : (1) acting against filibustering, (2)
appointing commictees, (3) recognizing members.

Miss Follett leads up to her discussion of these points
by a sketch of tha history of the Speakership. In order to
understand the present state of affairs ia connection with
this office, it is necessary to follow this history and we pro-
pose to give, in a succeeding paper, a short summary of her
account, and thus lead to a better understanding of what ap-
pears to us an anomalous and unsatisfactory political situa-
tion—one to be avoided, not one to be followed. Mon-
tesquieu says the Romans succeeded by adopting what-
ever was admirable in the nations they conquered. Canada
is engaged in a struggle to perpetuate her individual national
existence. It is necessary for us to know what other sys-
tems are. If they are worthy of adoption let them be ad-
mitted. If we shun them, let it be after examination and
consideration. The Americans have developed a great many
idiosyncrasies in their political theories. This particular
feature of the subordination of a House of Representatives
to a presiding officer who is a partizan deserves special in-
vestigation in order to see how it works out in practice.
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Poems and Puastels.*

NARPING critics have asserted that no song birds 1l our
(J native woods with melody, and no poets are numbered
in our rough-hewn Canadian literature. That the one is as
unauthorized a statement as the bther, dainty little volumes
of tuneful verse, upon whose pages pure thoughts and living
truths are clothed in melodious measure, are issued by our
Canadian press to prove. .

In the little book by William Hunt, whom we recognize
more readily as “ Keppel Strange,” there is enough of beauty
and of true poetry to entitle the author to a place in the first
rank of Canadian poets. There is some unevenness here
and there, weak lines which later the author will be the fir’st
to find and strengthen ; but the music of the rhymes, the light
and tender touch which is the gift of genius, and the Hall
mark of genuineness is there and strikes the reader pleas-
antly. Many of his poems, too, grow upon one, and the
spirit of them, the thought he has so deftly dressed shines
out the stronger as we read them again and once again with

* o poems and Pastels.” By William Edward Hunt (Keppel
Strange.) William Briggs, Toronto.




