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questions whicb are still unsolved-such as the real position
of the Holy Sepulcbre-must remain undetermined until we
get underground aIl round, and know exactly the course of
the ancient walls of Jerusalem. These are two c'harming
velu mes.

BRJEFER NOTICES.

Beside the Ncrrrayva gis and et/wr Peîms. By Arthur
John Lockbart. Price Sl.00. (Buffalo : Peter Paul Bock
Co.)-The auther cf this dainty volnme is net unkncwn te
our readers, and tbose who have made acquaintance with bis
poems in tbeir separate appearance will certainly welcome
tbem in tbeir collected form ; and gain a clearer and fuller
notion cf the comprebiensiveness cf bis genius. It would
saveur cf fiattery te say cf many meni wbiat was se truly
said cf Goldsmith : Nihil teligil quod non ernavit. But Wr.
Lockhart touches and adorns a good many tbings. We have
poems cf nature sbowing a true and deep sympatby with bier
manifold pbases ; we have poems cf tbe affection, bistorical
poeins, and religieus pcems, and the level cf aIl is bigli. Tt
is a very good test of what we may, witbout disrespect, terni
miner peetry and miner peets, wlien we cati say that we are
glad te have had tlîem and te pessess tbeni, that we should
be serry net te have had tbem, that, after having made
their flr,3t acquaintance, we shahl be sure te turn te tbemt
again. And ail tbis we can say of Mr. Lockbart. lis ian-
guage, if neyer reaching the sublime, is peetical, sincere, eie-
vating, bis vision is clear, and bis sympathy with man and
poetry keen ani deep. Out cf many poems which we have
read with pleasure, we will mention and qucte f rom one cf
some length, IlThe Isle of Song" :

I dreamed of a whitc jute, girt by such seas
As neyer foam nor freeze;
Se tonely-rare the world bath never cornte
But poets make its solitude their home.

There they of HelIas and the Mantuan plain
Smote their sweet chor<is amain;
Homer had bis clear song and vision br 'ight,
Nor Milton's orbs nst roll to find the light,

There hie of the serene, capacious t)row,
Dwelt 'neath the laurel boîîgh;
Seng's mnatchless one, the brigbtest of bis peers--
Star that on Aven rose in earlier yearsi

But when I saw my earliest love draw near
And heard his song sincere
That clîarmed sweet Doon, ani dici its cadence suit-
To rastic Coila's step and woodland flute.

W\hile Ryal raised bis grave ami reverend face
To .Shelley's childI-hute i grace;
And hie m hose dnst 'nieath Latimus' violets lies,
Lifted to nie his seul iii lang'roms eyes.

Tt takes a peet thus te write and think cf other peets.
Iu particular we shouid note Mr. Lockhart's (levotion te
Burns, and bis selection for celebration (shahl we say 9) cf
the sweetest of that great pcet's utterances-e.g., " Ye baniks
and braes and streams around the castle o' Montgomery "
a poem, infinitely superior te the ene whiclî nost English
readers persuade themselves that they admire :"lTo Mary
in Heaven." Another favourite cf Mr. Lockhart's and ours
is the unsurpassed love-song, "0f a' the aists."

Eggliqh JIen of Letters. Edited by John Morley. Vol.
111. :Byron, by John Nichol; Shelley, by J. A. Symunîs;-
Keats, by Sidney Colvin. Vol. IV. : Wordsworth, by F. W.
H. Myers; Southey, by Edward Dewdeu; Landor, by Sid-
ney Colvin. Vol. V. : Lamb, by Alfred Ainger; Addison,
by W. J. Courthope; Swift, by Leslie Stephen. (London
and New York: Macmillan & Ce. Toronto: The Copp,
Clark Ce., Ltd. Price 3s. 6d.)-The publication in this very
convenient and meut attractive formi cf tbe well-known and
valuabie IlEnglish _Men cf Letters " series, edited by John
Morley, is an enterprise bigbly te be commended on the
part cf Messrs. Macmillan & Ce. These short biographies
are addressed te the generai public, witb a view both of stir-
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ring and satisfying ait interest iii literature and jtS ar~
touics iii the minds of those who have te run as they read,
an(l the large number of editions and reprints wvhich have

front tirne to time appeared since M3r. Leslie Stephen opened
the series with his admir-able sketch of Dr. Johnsofl showVs
that there is a large class who are alive to blhe importance O
the masters of our literature and are capable of an intelli-

,gent curiosity as to their performance. The series gv-

abundantly the means of satisfying this curiosity. Though
condensed brevity has not been secured lit the expense of

interest, the essential facts are presented ivith a variety If
appropriate details, but in a compact shape. Nt-nY If the
volumes coul(l hardly have been done better.

liec'eit -Fietioii.*

SQ_ HOIIT stories are eachi year growing in favour with the

k)reading public. One of the latest volume,, is IlA TrucO
andl Other Tales," by Mary Tappen Wright. The book iS a
]no(el of the neatness dîsplayed by Charles Scribner son51
in alI of their '9.5 fiction. The baif-dozen stories val'Y
theme front the tierce tragedy of "lA Truce " to tle baf'
humorous, higbily artistic study, IlA Fragment of a Play,
witlb a Chorus." The writer has a fine command cf janguage
and a telling way of creating a situation, wvhile the glîtupsles1
slîe gives us 1of nature, and especially of nature wheii lashed
to frenzy by a blinding storm, are among the chief attrtc
tions of the tales She bas a dleep knowvledge of the 11umait
beart, and while lier descriptive power is stroiig she allOW<4
the characters to reveal themselves by thieir utterances, .n
flot by wlhat she bas to say about themn. "lA Truce 1
decidedly the most powerful story. It is, told wvît great
intensity and a skill that holds the readers attention~ fron1t

the flrst word. "lLife had made a truce wvith Love," and

the heroine for ene day of love, one (lay of life, sacrificell
ail. Her jealous fiancé goes mad, and as she confsl th
love she bears bis friend bie strangles hier. Would that the
strangling scene bad been ornitted !In Our opfii the
"4slow music "of it detracts greatly front an otherwise p)er-
fect tale. "Fromt Macedonia " sa story of a ditlèrefit

nature, and one which shows a keen appreciatioli of the evil
side of city life. The sermon of the Bisbop is one of the
best anci stronge,t utterances wve have read for înany (IAY"
Sermons are usually bard reading, but we couhi stand a vol-
umie of just suchi thrilling discourses as fell f rom the buring
lips of the old Fisbop. All of the stories are more or les"'
morhbid and cynical, while three eut of the six are unsatisfac-
tory, as they leave the reader wondering- %vhat did reall.Y
happen. One, indeed-"l A Portion of The Temnipest)- À 3

written in the vein of -The Lady, or the Tiger t"
as we close we say IlWbich lady ?" and a second r,,ding

h elps us but little.
The July volume of Longînan's Colonial LibrarY 's

Mattbew Furtb," by Ida Lenion. The author is fortmnate

in bier title, and as we open the book we expect . ted.

strong study of astoncharacter. We are ilot disaPPOî"d a
The story is a picture of life in the slums of London, and g'
for its characters petty tradesmen, dock-labourers and beg-

gers. There are really but two fully drawvn characteri"
the book, Matthew Furtb, Ilthe docker.' and Selina Pas.k,

Ithe quarterînaster," or agent for people desiring te pavi

their clothes or household effects. The other charâcter,, sUc

as Dilkes. Brassv Jimmy, Cythna Mayern and JMary p)ove

are giveni in mere shadowy outline. Brassy Jinflyq h r
fessional beggar, is perbaps an exception, but even rari
impresses us as bein?,, true to life, and serves nierely te brin
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