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investigation. Necessarily but one side is now being
heard. All lovers of justice will suspend judgment

until all the evidence has been presented and tested
on both sides. Meantime it would be as useless as
it is impossible for the friends of the Minister of
Public Works to shut their eyes to the fact that he
is being placed in a very equivocal position. If
there is rebutting testimony it should be brought
forward with as little delay as possible. Fven should
the charge of complicity be shown to be without
foundation, it is clearly inevitable that Sir Hector
Langevin’s reputation as a departmental head will
be terribly damaged. It seems almost impossible to
doubt, in view of the evidence already elicited, that
the Government, which means in this conneetion the
people of Canada, were systematically and deliberately
robbed, through a series of years, by a firm of con-
tractors which was entrusted with very large con-
tracts. The state of things under which such doings
were possible could scarcely have continued so long
under ordinarily vigilant management. Under the
cireumstances it still appears to us that it would have
been both wiser and more becoming on the part of the
Minister to have taken the advice so freely bestowed,
or rather to have anticipated that adviee, by stepping
temporarily aside during the investigation. It is
stated that Mr. Osler who has of late been added to
the number of distinguished lawyers attending the
meetings of the Committee, represents not the accused
Minigter but the Government. There can he no
objection, we suppose, to the action of the Govern-
ment in thus becoming, in a sense, a party in the
investigation, secing that whatever involves the
administration of one of its departinents, or the
reputation of one of its members, imvolves the Gov-
ernment itself. It has been repeatedly stated that
the Committee, though observing to a large extent
legal formns in its mode of procedure, is not bound to
admit legal tochnicalities or observe legal precedents,
farther than may be, in the opinion of its members,
helpful in eliciting the truth. This being the case,
the question arises whether it would not be wise on
the part both of the Government and the accused
parties to refrain from interposing purcly legal objee-
tiong and techniealities to prevent the adinission of
proffered evidence. The best interests of the Gov-
ernment and of all innocent parties demand that the
investigation be ag searehing and thorough as possi-
ble, withont unnecessary let or hindrance of any
kind. To those who have followed the course of
the investigation this remark will not scem wholly
uncalled for.

S our readers are well aware, the reports of the
Minister of Kdueation of Ontario have for some
years past shown that not even a free school system
is sufficient of itself to save us from the disgrace and
danger of having a large number of those who are to
be the Canadian people of the next generation grow
up in absolute ignorance. The facts thus presented
have shown that it was imperative that some better
machinery should be provided for enforeing the com-
pulsory education of all children of school age in
the country. The result has been the Act for the
Prevention of Truancy that was passed by the Legis-
lature at its late session, at the instance of the Min-
ister of Hducation. A copy of this Act is now before
us. It certainly scems to be well adapted to cffect
the purpose. It first enacts that all children
between the ages of eight and fourteen shall he
required to attend the public school in the school
distriets in which they respectively regide. Exeep-
tions are of course made to mect the cases of those
who are receiving efficient instruction at home,
those who may be sick, those whose circumstances
compel them to work for their own support, or for
that of relatives dependent upon their exertions, cte.
Machinery is provided for obtaining reliable records
of the names, residences, parents, or guardians, ctc.,
of all children within the prescribed age-limits. In
every city, town and incorporated village, the Police
Commissioners or Municipal Council are required
to appoint a truant officer, or, if necessary, more
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than one, whose special duty it shall be to see to
the enforcement of the Act. On the notification or
complaint of the Principal of the public school, or
of one of the trustees, or of any responsible eitizen,
1t beeomes the duty of the truant officer to enquire
carcfully into the case, to notify the parents, guard-
lans or other parties responsible for the child who is
failing to attend the school, and to warn them that
the continued violation of the law will expose them
to prosecution and fine. The truant officer is to
act under the direction of the School Boards. An
excellent featurc of the Act, and one which we have
often recommended, is the provision that children
who have been expelled from the public school may
be sent to an Industrial school. The truant ofticer
1s empowered to enter factories, stores and all places
where children may be employed for purposes of
inspeetion, and fines may be imposed upon any per-
sons in whose employ are found children under four-
teen years of age.  Such are some of the provisions
of the new Act. All good citizens will give their
sympathy and aid to those entrusted with its enforce-
ment.

ORD SALISBURY has added to his already high
reputation as Forcign Secretary by his patient
and not ungénerous dealings with Portugal in regard
to the African embroglio. There can be little doubt
that he held in his hands the fate of the Portuguese
monarchy.  As the Christian Union observes, if he
had insisted on a literal observance of the terms of
the agreement signed by King Charles, notwithstand-
ing its rejection by the Cortes, as of course he had
power to do, he would undoubtedly have precipitated
the revolution which was at one time imminent.
While the modification to which he consented has
aained him, in the eyes of others, however it may
scem to the Portuguese themselves, credit for a cor-
tain degree of magnanimity, it is pretty clear that
Great Britain has really lost little or nothing by it.
Under the new arrangement the lowlands north of
the Zambesi go to Portugal, the highlands south of
that river and cast of Mashonaland to Great Britain.
But the lowlands are unsuited for Turopean occupa-
tion and must be cultivated, if at all, by natives,
while the highlands in question arve believed to be
both rich in minerals and healthful for Iiuropeans.
Having secured in addition the free navigation of all
rivers flowing through Portuguese territory in Africa,
and low rates of dutics on goods erossing Portuguese
territory ; having also, by means of the British South
African Company’s virtual oceupation of Manicaland,
through its establishment of a military post and alli-
ance with the native prince, sceured a further
important extension of the zone of “ British influ-
ence,” the British Premier’s negotiations can hardly
fail to be satisfactory even to the most grasping of
hig countrymen.

HE struggle for the clection of (Governor, which is

to take place in a few months in the State of
Ohio, will be watehed with interest, not only by the
people all over the Republie, hut by many in other
nations, heeause of the representative nature of the
issues involved.  The nomination of My. Me¢Kinley,
of high tariff fame, by the Republican Convention
which met a week or two sinee, commits that party
to the continued endorsement of the MeKinley tariff.
Hence the contest in this State is to be fought on
lines which are really national rather than local in
character. In fact, of twelve resolutions adopted by
the Convention, it is said that all except one deal with
questions of general, as distinet from State, polities.
Seeing that the success of My. McKinley would have
a great effect in finally fixing the policy of the
Republican party, and would be hailed as a vietory
for the new tariff, it is to he regretted that the inci-
dents of the campaign are so decidedly in his favour
that his election is tolerably sure. At least so the
Republicans think, and his defeat would be to them
a great surprise. The Democrats, it is true, have
the advantage, by no means an inconsiderable one, of
being in possession. The State has now a Demo-
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cratic Governor and a Democratic Legislature. But,
on the other hand, while the Republicans are united
and enthusiastic, the Democrats are more or 1ess
divided. The former have the strongest candidate
who could have been selected. The Democrats have
no man who can command in the same way the
confidence and enthusiasm of the party. Governor
McCampbell, who will probably be re-nominated
has made enemies and is by no means so popular
with his own party as is Mr. MeKinley with his-
Some of the leading Republican papers contend
strongly that the Republican disasters of Jast fall
were the vesult of a snap judgment, the outcome.o
misrepresentation and prejudice, which there ¥
now have been time to counteract and dispel- Nor
can it be denied by the most determined foc of t‘he
MecKinley Bill, that, combined with the 1.(,611)1'oc1t}'
annex put to it at the instance of Mr. Blaine, the
policy embodied in that Bill is, in some respects
more logical and consistent, from the protectiom"*t
point of view, than the mixed policy that Pl")cpdc.(‘
it.  Tts secming unfriendliness to other nation$
not taken into the account, or, if it is, is 0 some
quarters an additional influence in its favour.

THIE Congressional Junta of Chili have issue(l'ﬂ
manifesto in which the condition of affairs llf

that unhappy Republic is described, as it appetr™
from their point of view, and an appeal made t‘o
forcign powers for their recognition as l)olligcrvllt*‘
It is, of course, impossible to accept an e parile state”
ment of this kind as the end of eontroversy in S‘“";
a matter. The only way by which the outside worlt
can in this instance arrive at a conclusion CV.C"
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approximating the real state of the ease, is by ‘m,
l)()slﬂg

img a balance between the statements of the op ‘
parties.  We do not mean, of course, that the h:t]ﬂ'”('.‘\
is to be struck with reference, so to speak, to u.wu;
quantity of affirmation in the matter of n,ssertmn-‘
and claims. Quality as well as quantity must
taken into the account.  Internal evidence will ('““'”“'
for a good deal in estimating the value of such :L”ll'
mations. Testing the matter in this way, most per
sons who believe in the prineiples of s-mlt'-;_:()vcl‘ll”“’"-'
and free institutions will, we fancy, find their syV

. . the
pathies drawn, in a greater or less degree, 0 .
side of the surgents. In the first place, “Sl i3
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New York Nation points out, President Balmact®®”
convicted out of his own mouth of playing ghe P
of an unconstitutional and would-be duspoti(f 1'“]02
Iis own message to Congress, dated April 20, 3110“)(‘
that when the Chilian Legislature, whieh s Hlll)l‘)”.:i(, ,
to be a constitutional Parliament with a respon™ ))(
Fixceutive, grew distrustful of him, declined to ﬁc“eln
the Cabinets he formed, and finally went so far as o
refuse to vote the annual appropriations for the :u'"l;e
and navy, he, instead of bowing to the will O{‘t)—
people constitutionally expressed, dispersed the ’('“q
gress by an armed foree, closed the higher co}ll ';,‘
imprisoned the judges who decided against his V.w“”
and proceeded to rule the country as a self-appoi® ¢
dietator, thus provoking the ¢ivil war which lmslcl'
so long been devastating the country.  On the ot
side the New York Tribune reminds us that the :'mw
remains faithful to Balmaceda, that through * d
has eontrol in the majority of the Provinee® ™
that his undeniably illegal proceedings hm": '
condoned by the Congress recently elected.

this the answer is easy. All the other facts ®
in his favour are the outcome of the one fact the is
has control of the army. Kveryone knows “'hﬂ', o
to be expected from a Legislature clected ﬂf]]e
Provinees under martial law. In 1'eg31'd to the
primary fact that the army remained faithfol, s
Nation well shows by historical cxamples that ! ce
characteristic of standing armies to stand by th:l;‘,
who have been their lawful rulers, even whel o
latter become transformed into self-constituted die st
tors. The fact is rather a strong argument f‘fv'ﬂl

a standing army in a free country than an evX ‘ It
of the righteousness of the cause they\upho1 "l
is by no means likely that any foreign nutio.n Le}’
grant belligerent rights to the insurgents until *




