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T1E "lstar" system is not as yet, no inatter what ne

T paper seers may say to the contrary, a thing te1

the past. We have seen, during the past week, an excell

opera singer of unquestioned ability and no littie fai

occupying a large space in the daily journals in the ca

city of a social success. It is not enough that we

treated to barrowing recitals of hair-breadth escapes

sea and by land, but we are compelled te hear also h4

when'she is at home, lier time for study and devotion to

art is greatly endangered by numbers of Knickerboc

calleq thundering- at her front door. It is net enci

that we are informed à la Mary Anderson of the charm

personality, the high virtuous standard of daily living,i

the filial devotion of the fair songstress, but we haveî

to listen complacently to the accounit of hier social

umplis and the fact that she is Ilreceived " into the1

circles, and iargely souglit after by the Ward McAllis

of the day. Now, it is not in the spirit of detractiont

1 say this. Artists are men and women, and, especiaI1l

these latter days, very hardworking, earnest, exempi

and often delightful and conscientious, responsiblei

kind-bearted men and womien. The musician need

longer fear to be considered only a mountebank.

painter is not always a pariali, misunderstood, snul

and patronized by his superiors in cash. A good deal

this has gone by, thougli eacli caste, whetber of blocý

of brai, stili reserves its rîglits in ail sensible countr

and proteets them, too, from immoral or audacions infrii

ment. And it is just because of this improvement in

social status of the artist that over-advertising bas cc

to be such bad form. If your voice be your fortune,

your brush, or your ten fingers, or your brain, you

riglit to make just as mucli of fingers, L.rain, brush, vo

as you please-toes even. If you were blind and witb

hands, and yet bad been tauglit to use a pen and ne(

witb your tees, 1 could conceive your being very prou(

snch acconiplisliments. Se that happy exaltation of o

self and one's talents, strong points, enterprises, is n(

bad thing, nor an unnecessary tbing, nor an ambigu

or despicable thing. But exaltation of our v rtues see

at ieast to me, always such a poor thing. True, the St

lias heen very immoral, but chiefly so in times wher

Society was immoral. The Drama bias indeed1

debasied, but, again, so bas Literature. By one ndi

ual's efforts to proclaim personal morality and f reeý

from irresponsibility, a stigma is cast upon the pirofe

It is better that the fame of an artist sliouid rentu

excellence in art than upon exceptional perfectiorF

cliaracter. [n the long run, character will tell, for

cesses, and tempers, and extravagances, and uncbarite

nesses do alienate in the artistic professions just as ino

walks of life. In a word, the artist who advertiHs ei

ber costumes or lier eccentricities, hier relations te

family, or her standing in society is equaliy guilty.

4f ter ail, it is the great artiste of the world who1

seen tlie liollowness of Society. The late lamented SoC

did many a cool and telling action in return for th(- s

with whicb bis distinguishied patrons sometimes trE

liim. Sncb a man could neyer beill at ease anywbere
even bis revenge was nnimpassioned, wIîile original.
take-wbat Society gives, and no more, and to take it

criminatingiy and philosophicaiîy, according to itsi

value, and no more, mnay be difficult, but is the oniy pi

course for the professional man or wonian.

I saw Mr. Paul Peel's pictures witli mucli piea

His work bas, of course, the fanits of the Frenchi schc

weil as its virtues ;tbis, bowever, is inevitable.

flesb-painting is far and away the best thing lie does.

not say this giiblv, becanse other people say it, but

reflection. I shonld prefer, notwitlistanding, one

Canadian sketch by L. R. O'Brien, to those duskyM

wbom, surely, I bave seen se oftan before in foreigr
N'3w York galleries.

One~ of the,' ,lilv in,,rnals remarked of Mr. Pael's

asure.
oal as

Ris
1 do

a!ter
littie

MLoors,
nu and

s work,

that lieIl"chose" ta conduct sncb a sale in Toronto,

instead f in London or in Paris, from patriatiecocnsider-
ations, we are led ta infer. Now, is tliis absoiuteiy truc i

I t is the riglit of every Canadian o! genins ta go where lie

can get the hast market, and if Mr. Pool could bave beld

sncb a sale in London ar Paris and got aven the prices ho can

get, presumably, bore (not very bad ones), I think ho was

very foolish not ta bave is pictures on the other sida and

sli themn thora. Take the case of an author. If a nove]

couid he accepted, were sure ta be acceptad by a London

publisher, a novai by some Canadian writar, that writer

would ho most excessively stupid if ha said ta bhimself hio

would ratIer, ail things considered, bring bis book oui

in Canada. In fact, by refusing the London offer, lit

would prohably be deferring thbe making o! bis reputation

for ton years, and by bis own act. It is the same in ail

the creative walks. You must go wîere your market is.

I am not impîying that Mr. Pool lias only a Canadian

market. But I venture ta suggast that the idea engendered
by the word Ilchoice " is scarcely the correct ana.1

imagine that Mr. Peol, whle biding bis time in London

and Paris, saw fit ta take sensible and naturai advantage

o! a stay in Canada, and therefore arranged that sale o

bis moast cbarming pictures of wbidb I amn speaking.

The Women's Advancement meetings ware decidedij
novai and successful. As is !requentiy the case at conven.

tians, the papers 1 wanted ta, bear I did not manage tc
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bear. But I lad the pleasure o! meeting Mrs. Julia
Ward Howe, and of hearing the vigorous and bumorous
Mis& Mary Eastman speak. The latter delegate impressed
me as a waman of most rare gif ts. Racy, fluent, original,
she was quite a personality on the piatform. Thora was s
modesty, a toieration, and a logical thoroughness dispiayed
in the papers whicb gave courage to some who attended
those meetings, fearing that women's riglits of the most
virulent type would be in progress. Not so. The chief
women's riglits are moral ones, and this fact was ampiy

dweit upon by the speakers of last week's convention.
But, on the whole, I think most conventions are frauds.

GIANVT CAPITAL.

No fabied monster sîsin of oId,
XVere it ail trutb the poats told,

Was dread as that which reigns to-day,
And wliicb nor strengtl tior craf t can sl ay:.

No migbtiest Titan of them al
Was strong as Giant Capital.

Rie and bis sons contraI the world
Ai l ase is into nothing hurled.

Trade, Railways, Politics and Law
Are gulped by bis insatiata maw.

The weaitb of river, sea, and shore,-
Ha swallows aIl, and gapes for more.

Rude Brawn is rutîfuller than lie
Coid Thaught lias greater charity:

Hie rates us but as beasts of burden
Stililiharder work is liard work's guerdan.

At home, abroad, in churcli, in state,
Ail good ta him dotl gravitate.

Hae spreads bis dark wings o'er the eartl:.
Ha questions ail mon at their birtl

Disputes their titie aven ta live ;
Rabs them o! what the gads may give

fle cuits their clatI and deals their bread
With ana share ten are ciothed and fed;

Locks in bis coflers ah mon crave,
And beaves tbem nothing but a grave!

MATTIIEW RICnEFY KxîoI'rI.

TIIE DEA TII PENALTY.

EXCEPTING perlaps the Rassian plan of xecutian byEthe knout, heating the life ont o! the victimi witb a

loaded lash,th dreadfnl element of pain ta tIe individuai

is hardly worthy of consideration. The guillotine is cor-

tainiy vet'y rapid in its action, and, as far as can ho jndged
by analogy with similar phenomena, ail sensation is

abolisbed on the instant of the stroko. The communica-

tion witli the pain centres is at once cnt off, and the

sensation current is instantly interrupted. The only

revolting part a! the proceeding is the necessary shedding

1o! blood ; but tItis, Scripturally speaking, slild render

othe kiliing contract mare valid. As ta rapidity and effec-

tiveness the same thing is done with the boavy Japanose

sword, and with scarcely iess precisian. The Spanish

garrotte crushes the cervical opine and upper spinal cord

by means o! a screw qnickly working tbraugb the back af

an iran collar. Death bora is practicaiiy instantaneous.
Tho same may be said also of banging. The instant the

9noose tigbtens its choking grip, conscionsness is gono. The

contorting spasms o! the larger muscles are merely invol-

Suntary movemonts that bave no connection witb appre-

ciable pain. At least, this is the testimony a! mon whe

b ave heen cut down while insensible from attempted

1suicide by sucli means, or who lave been simiiariy rescuat

af rom accidentai banging. Wben thora lias been hungling

,s the rope should not lie blamed. Even the electric chai
dmay nat bave had its chance.

ýl The objection ta hanging on the grounds of aimpi(

nliumanity lias been that somo moments must elapse befori

,r actual death can be a cortainty. When the neck is no

,ebroken (and this is the mile), the beart continues ta heat ii

,ta more or less irregular manner for several minutes ait

lthe suspension. But if the banging is properiy dont

indeath is aîways sure and thora are nover any attompto

,lreflex or otbarwise, at respiration. The victim, f ree froli
S. pain and absoiutely unconsciaus a!ter the firit convuisiv

intîroos, swings motianless, in mid air, a limpid nothing o

,d humani UInconsciausness and consaquent loss of se:

1 sation are in sncb instances evidently due ta the combine

an eflects Of the sback o! the fail and o! the congestive brai

ge pressure caused by the grip of the noose..
of 0f the five formns o! exacutian now in vogue, th[

adopted by military tribunais is open ta the most obje

tians. The buliet o!tentimas misses its aim and a viti

y part is not ais struck. Thora is a sentiment assaciat(

n- witb dying a soldier's deatb that canceis in a measure i

to otlierwise revoiting aspect. Lt is weli known that no in(

vidual of tbe firing squad is aware tliat bis particular rifle
is loaded witli bail and hae naturally bopes it is not. There

is neyer a bcart in the work of shooting a comrade. The

aim is aimost pnrposely wide of its mark and consequently

with a risk to the condemned man of pain and suffering

wben deatb is not speedy. In times of war, wben military

executions are most frequent, the life of an ordinary sol-

dier is of sncb small value that little if any attenti.i'n is

given to teclinical details, and still less is any criticism

invited as to the mere humanity of the proceeding.
To sncb as believa in the deterrent affect of execution

it may be well to consider the uncertainty of convictions

for murder. t is fair ta presume that the reasonable hope

of escaping the gallows offsets in no small degree the fear

of it. No sooner is the crime commtted than the legal

adviser is consulted, and, in the majority of cases, fulfils bis

promise to obtain a verdict of acquittai. Conviction thus

becomes the exception rather than the mIle. The criminal

classes know this and act accordingi1y. Anr experienced

criminal lawyer of New York is quoted as saying that of

nearly six bundred cases of murder, of whicli lie was the

counsel, scarcely a score were punished. The lesson whicli

this teachies cannot be misinterpreted ; the criminal wbo is

actually sentenced and executed is looked upon more as

an unfortunate victim of the iaw than one wlio jnstiy

deserved bis punieliment. 1He bas a funeral largaly atten-

ded by sympathizing friends who nover tire in praising bis

noble, piucky, but untimely death. lHe is the haro of theo

liour, witb virtuos that invite emulation, rather than the

criminal whose disgr1ctf i end should be a lastingexample

to ahl evil doers. 0f course it is liardiy te bceoxpected

that the murderer shanld confess bis guilt. H1e thus leaves

nothing behind him for good. 11e simply goes to glory an

innocent man and the banging lesson thus endetli. A lie

is, toalal intents and purposes, not a lie wben uttered under

the gallows. A murderer facing death is the last person

in the world froin wbom a good moral precapt cani be

extracted. As an exampie lie is by no means a snccess,

and consequentiy bas no very striking deterrent effect

uipon the community. What could be expected frein

banging what the victimi says is an innocent man ? We

get bim ont of the way in a very radical manner, to be

sure, but do we do so as a wamning to others of bis ilk 1

Do thay profit by it i Take Uip the morning papers and

read of inurder everywhere. In the next column to the

report of the exe.-ution is that of an assassination in broad

dayligbt and in a public thoroughfare. The execution was

horrible, s0 was the new murder. They occur entirely

indapendont of oach other, it is true, but the coincidence

is quite striking enougli to shako our faitb in the doer-

rent tbeory. Even to ordinary observation it is quite

evident that murders are not on the decrease ; on the con-

trary, if we interest ourselves enongh to count tbem as

tbey are reported aliinost daily, we are inclincd to tako the

opposite view. If, buwever, wo attempt to solve the

reasons for the commission of crime as we wonld any other

problem and look for an explanation o! apparent inconsis-

tencies, some very interesting and instructive explanations

offer themselves. And, strangely enougli, ail these facts

are directly opposed to the ordinarily accepted doctrine of

prevention ; in truth the fear of death by execution is s0

far in the background as bardly ta be worthy of consider-

.ation. To properly appreciate their significance we must

1study the philosopy of crime net only as regards te indi-

1vidual criminel, but alsa in bis relation to society.

. Let us get at this part of the question as directly as

1possible by asking: What is murder I In the vast majority

1of cases it is an accident of passion in an individual wbo

b as lost bis self-control. Hie is in ninoty-nine cases ont of

.a bundred a weak vessel, a crooked pot that bas beenjarred
-ont of bis equilibrinm. Hie tumbles over and we smash

b im in pioces accordingly. He was born crooked; we are

1liardly prepared to discover that the criminal is born not

1made. But this can ba proved ta be true, nevertboiess.

Ef Thare is as mucli heredity in crime as in consumaption,

1cancer, or insanity. The statistics o! prisons show that

crime in one shape or another can trickie tlirough families

eeven to the sixth genaration. Witb insanity this is notor-

-iousiy sa. The records of our insane asylums are fiiled

-witb sncb histories. Occasionally the criminal proclivi-

0 ties, eccentricities, and other mental defects of ancestry

1 are tbe snbjects of legal enqniry before the courts, but as

d this is done more to prove bereditary insanity than ta

'y excuse crime, socioiogists bave been campelied ta look to

[r other sources for thaîr data. The criminal bolongs toaa

ciass distinct in itself, wbichb las its own peculiarities, its

le own statistics, its own laws, and its well-defined relation ta

re socioty. He cornes into the world witli a defect in bis

ýt moral constitution and unless this is counteracted by the

n proper educating influences, le is in the long mun as sure ta

3r commit crime as are the sparks to fly upward. The seed

ealways produces its kind in the proper soul. The criminai

Swill aiways fit bis environment. The murder, for instance,

inis the fruition o! the seed in the proper ground. The

e act is almost an instinct of bis living. To prevent it

,)f wonld be ta kili bim before, flot alter it is dons, or, botter

m- stili, we sbould be able to forbid the matrimonial bans of

ed bis ancestors. Ail this goes ta show how f ar back lie the

âncauses of the crime. t is a latent principle in bis very

blood that awaits the ferment of unguarded passion.

lat t may be a comforting thougît that crime is prevented

c- by punishment, that a great many who miglit be murderers

ba are deterred from becoming sncb by the death penalty,

;ed but we bave no means of proving it. Lt is bard ta estimate

its bow a tbing wbicli doos not liappen is prevented from

,d. happening. When we argue from suci promises, we are


