
[eEBRUÂ1RT lÉth, i880.

that noc faveurs be granted ta tbose who are vastly mare

able than tliey to bear their fulil share of the civic burdens.
If, for instance, tliey could bring somte pressure ta bear te

put an end te tIe shameful evasions and undervaluatiene

which are so comnion, and compel every capitaliet, mer-

chant and professional man ta pay hie lioneet dues, the

taxation rate would be so reduced that the poor would

scarcely feel it, and tliey wauld, at tlie samte time, retain

the manly conecicuenees that they were neither asking uer

receiving faveurs., ___

TR Bi introduced in the Cjommons by Mr. Clarke

ties o cobins, ill nodoubt, give rise ta eue cf tIe

ektill and care will be required ta steer safely between the

Scylla cf injurions interference with the riglite af manu-

facturers and dealers and the Charybdis cf handing over

the public ta the tender mercies cf selfieli and soullees

combinatians, slieltered frein outeide campetition by higli

tariff walls. But the principle cf the Bill has been already

affirmed by every Legielature which has made the boycott

illegal. We notice that a writer whose opinions usually

carry weiglit has ridicnled the idea af hindering men by

law from seiling their gonds, or refusing ta sell tliem, to

whomn and under what conditions they please. But this

admits af two ready answers. In the firet place, if this je

the riglit of one citizen, it je the right of another. If it

je the right cf the manufacturer, it je the rigît ai tIe

wholesale dealer ; and if it je the right ef the wholesaie

dealer, it je the riglit af the retailer. And if it je a riglit

rie sacred that Parliament may net curtail it, it surely je

se sacred that Parliament should protect it. Now it is

juet this right ini the case of thie two last-named classes

that je interfered with by the combines, and that Parlia-

muent je called an ta protect. AgYain, it is cleariy one

thing ta say that any individual manufacturer or dealer

may refuse ta seli lie goade te certain individuals, and

quite anotîer ta say that any number may combine ta do

ne. TIe latter contains the essence cf the boycott, inas-

mudi as it je an agreement Iaving in view ta work liarm
or muin ta the individuals placed under tIe ban,

w~ FIATEVER may have been the virtues or the faults
ofMr. Cleveland as a President, lie certainly lias

thc merit ai liaving @ettled a nicet momentous question cf

national etiquotte, and established a precedent for ahl

future occupants cf the White House. The great preblen is,

I{ow shall an ex-President cf the United States, wlio dees
flot happen te have an independent fortune, depert hiniseîf

sgo ais ta meet tIec daimis et b is family and cf socity,,and

at the sanie time preserve frani taint Ici erdinary occupa-
tion the lingering odeurs cf the'Iofty ephere frein which

* he has desccnded 1 Mr. Cleveland je understood te have

loosed tIe knot in truc Alexandrian iashion, by sirnply

resolving te leave the ex-Presidential diguity'te take care

of iteif, and return to the practice cf bis profession, like a

Cincinnatus, or a sensible nineteenth-ceutury Democrat.
This resolutioti, if uuostentatiausly carriedtout, will almeet

atone for hall lis political blunders. The future historian
et lis short reigu will be tempted ta, descend te parody

and, without disparagement te hie Presidential career, put
ion record that nothing in lie officiai lufe becanie bum

likeîthe leaving it.-

TR1E collapse cf tlie strike of 1 the emplcyees o «f the New
TYork Street Railways.conveys a lesson on the f utility

et such rash movements which workingmen everywhere

wil] do well te ponder. We pronounce ne opinion upon
thc reaiity or the opposite cf the alleged grievances which

led ta this1particular eutbreak, not having tIc information

uecessary ta enable us ta iorm such an opinion. But the

tailure cf tIc movement affords gnother illustration cf a

tact et which a littie sober reflection sîould bave before-

band satisfied tIe more intelligent cf the strikers. That

tact is tîat in tIe case of an employment like that cf tIe

street railwaye, which requiremino epecial training, ekuli or

intelligence, it je but :foily for the eniployece to suppose

tliey cati compel tIe acceptance cf their ternis by a etrike.

In the present overstocked state of tIe labour market

there are sure ta, be twa or tIree mien rcady ta, stcp juta

every place as soon as it je vacated. When tIe striking

eniployece sec this being donc tIe temptation to interfere

f orcibly cf ten becanies, as in the case oi sanie ai the New

York strikers, toc stroug te be resisted. Sncb rcscrt te

rviolence cf course makes the niatter werse, by ,alienating

the, synipathy cf the public and cempehling ýhe iuterierqnce

of the ol$l attority, The ri8hý *î the publiec oiitrgotor

to employ wliom lie pleases to do bis work, and to hiave

ýhteployee protected from mob violence while doing
the work, is one which every organized community is

boun.d to maintain. ___

IT is but just, however, to remember that in ail such
cases as that above referred to there is another side to

the question whicli even journals of the highest class in

New York seem disposed to ignore. If it is clear that

the right of the companies to employ whom they please to

do their work muet be maintained at any cost, it by no

means follows that the public whom these companies serve,
and from whom they derive their chartered privileges, lias
no duty to discharge to the employees of those companies.
If it could be shown, for instance, that, taking advantage

of the ruinous competition in the labour market and the
consequent necessities of the labourers, the New York

street railway campanies were having their-' work per-

formed on such terms as reduced the men in their employ
to a condition little better than that of slaves, no one
knowing the facts would think of pleading that the caru-

panies, in virtue of their contract, were alone responsible,

and that the civic authorities, representing the public,
must not interfere. AIl would agree that it would be a

grievous shame and sin for the citizens to accept and enjoy
the canveniences aflorded by the tramways under such

conditions. To determine just when and how the authori-
ties shall interfere to prevent such abuses may be a very
difficuit and delicato matter, but that there is a point at

which such intervention becomes net only permissible but
a duty, will now scarcely be denied. It is becoming every

day more clear that the time bas corne when the ineuffi-
ciency of the aid theories in respect to freedom of contract
and the law of supply and demand maust be conceded, and

some means of supplementing or reforming the economical
creed lianded down from a past generation be found.

Whether this reorm is to come in the shape of new con-

ditions in charters, civic or state Boards of Arbitration, or

in some othor forin, remains to be determined.

T H1E report of the Committee appointed by the United
- 1States bouse of Representatives to investigate the

charges brouglit againet the Alaska Commercial Com-
pany by Governor Swineford and others indicates that

the parties bringing the charges have ignally failed ta

sustain them. These accusations, it will be remembered,

were both numerausand grave. As summarized by the

New York 171me8, the Governor himeelf charged that the

Comnpany lad Ilreduced the native population wherever

its operations are not supervised by Government agents,

to a condition of helpless dependence, if net absolute

slavery"; that it campels the natives at the risk of

starvation to accept "lsuch beggarly prices for the peltry

that it keeps them in debt and at its mercy " ; that it

lias marked and mutilated the coin of the United States
for its puApses, and refuses to receive any ather frorn

the natives in payment for goodesald them; that it has

violated the law relating to the sale of firearms by its

agents ; that Ilits every aima and effort is directed to the

blocking of tbe wheels of progre8s." The private sealers

on their part declare in addition that the Company lias

exterminated the seals on certain islands; that it destroys

carcasses witbout extracting the ail, thus violating the

conditions of its lease and defrauding the Governient ;

that it lias killed more seals than its lease allows; that it

uses revenue cutters for private purposes; that it selle to

the nativpscondemned tobacco in violation of the internai

revenue laws; that it abets the Indiani3 in killing from

the shore classes of seals which cannot be lawfully killed.

Tlie House Committee reports that the lease with

the Alaska Company was lawful, was made in the

interest of the, United States, and lias been faithfully

kept in ail its covenants by the Company; that the Com-

pany lihas contributed liberally ta the welfare, comfort

and prosperity " of the natives of St. Paul and St. George
Islands, lias built a comfortable liouse for eacli family

witliout charge of rent, and' at its own cost provides
stoves, maintains two physicians for free medical atten-
dance, and supports the ýwidows and orphans of tlie

natives. The native labourers receive 40 cents for
removing eadh sealskin, or $40,000 annually, besides $1

a day eacli for other labour, and have on deposit in

San Francisco $64,732. The lease requires tliat dried
sainion shall be furnislied free to the inliabitants of the

twe islands, and gaeds are sold to theni by the Company
at one-fourtli advance on San Francisco wliolesale prices.

This is a renmarkable outcome. But more remarkable

still is a special report of Governor Swineford, in wliioî

mweophaticall deçlAire.4that A vigit tQo one ,aofthe

Pribylov Islande convinces him that the Company " is
and lias been ail along faitlifnl in camplying witli ail the

terme and'conditions of its agreement with the Govern-

ment; in fact, it is doing even more in the matter cf
providing for tlie wants and comfarts of tlie natives than

its contract requires?' Sucli statements lie reiterates
thrauglitliis report. A truly wonderful man muet be
this Governor Swineford. As for the rest one is naturally
curiaus ta know how tlie Committee conducted its investi-
gation, where and from wliom it gat its eviden ce, wliat
influences the Company brougît ta bear, and se fortli.

Tlie report will lielp tlie Company materially ta, get a
renewal of its monopoly, which expires next year.

U NLESS on the principle tat tle main bject of tle
tariff is ta disceurage importation and sa diminisli

revenue, it is not easy ta see how tlie system under whicî
tlie sum cf $41,348 was last year distributed amonget tIe

Customs officers cf tlie Dominion in addition ta tbeir

regular salaries as their share cf the fines, forfeitures and

duties levied as a result cf seizures, can be defended. That

such a system shonld lead ta abuses cf varioue kinds is
almost inevitable. The fact that in several instances,

where the seizures made or the irregularities dliarged in-
volved large amaunts, the parties interested successfully

resisted tlie charges cf tlie officials, is very suggestive.
The inference is easy that in ail probability either the

officers were lax wliere the amounts involved were com-

paratively small, or that many impartere have euffered
injustice rather than incur the trouble and annoyance in-

volved in an appeal. ' Can it be tliat this extra and not

morally elevating inducement is necessary ta insure a

faithful performance cf duty by tlie collectors and tlicir
subordinates ? It is ta be lioped that tlie matter wiîî be

discussed in Parliament in order tliat tlie public may be

put in possession cf the Government'e etrong reasons for
maintaining s0 questionable a pelicy.

BYwlat migt almst be deemed a kind f poetic
retribution tlie Indian opium trafflc, whicli Great

Britain forced. upon China at tlie meuth cf tlie cannon, is
threatened with graduai extinction. In epite cf legislative
prohibition, whicî seems to have beconie aimost a dead
letter, tlie article je now being produced in China in euch

quantities that the revenue from tlic expert dnty on opium
sliipped froni Central India and Bengal lias fallen off frein
thirteen millions in 1872 to eight millions in 1887. This
result senis due, liowever, not go mudli ta a lessening in
the Chinese demand for the Indian article, whicl isi
theugît superior in quality to tliat of native grewth, as to
the reductian in price caused by competitien. The ener-
moue monopoîy prices have become impossible. China is
ne longer conipelled te rcsert to India fer its opium,
thougli, for the reasen abave indicatcd, tlie wealthier and
more luxurieus classes stili do so. But the native cultiva.
tors are improving tlieir methods cf cultivation, and are
new preducing an article whicl isjenet enly net considered
much inferior ta the' Indian, but je actually coming ta be
preferred by many natives, whule the price is cnly about
haift tlat cf the imported. ,"Witli due regard toalal the
circumetances," says the London Tlimes, " the Governinent
cf India miglit be welI advieed if it treated its3 opium
revenue as a traneitory windfail, upon which it would be
foaleli to ceunt." The cool indifference witli whicî the
moral aspects cf the traffic are ignored by such papers as;
the Times, and the financial alane considcred, je wonderfuî.

The indreasing slavery ef the population in sanie districts
ta, the destructive habit is even spoken cf as if it were
matter for congratulation. One can find, or very easily
fancy, an undertone of exultation in the manner in whidh
sucli statements are made as the horrifying ane that in
Szecliucn, for instance, which centaine seventy millions cf
inhabitants, seven-tenthe cf the adult maIe population, it
je computed, are new opium emokers. Can sudh things
be witliout their Nemease1

Hhistory of the growtî cf tIc wheat-preducing andT11 exporting industry in India, as described by Lard

Crase in a recent speech in England, js emnarkable. The

firet great impulse tQ the modern niovement was the aboli-
tion in 1873 cf the cxpart duty cf 7 per cent. Up te that
date the amount cf whcat grcwn in India was computed
te be only 17,000 tons. During the ncxt four years the
average wlieat growth of tlie country wcnt up te just

eigît times that amoutitiwble for the four years ending

in 1888 the average lias been, notwitlistanding thie. bad
orop Ot hast' year, ne les tan 936)000 tons. 0f icourse

this enornau.s development lias tiot reaulted WliqU1 ftrWA,
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