
THE WEEK. [JuNEt2lBt, 1888.

unlikely that the heavy responsibilitios of the sovereignty may do much te

tono dewn the martial ardeur wbichli as seemed hitherto his ruiing charac-

teristic. At the saine time it seems impossible te doubt that the young
Emperor's ideals are military rather than coustitutional. or nierai, and that

bis tastes and habits of tbought are sncb as will lead bim te view thiugs in

their relation te the soldier rather than the citizen. Certaiuly mon of al

nations whose eyes are now turned upon bimi will ho surprised as well as

relieved if hoe proves himself able aud willing te f oilow up tbe peaceful and

liberal pelicy which bis lameiited fatlier wvas se prompt and hearty in
imitating.

THE ETRIUS OF "COMPENSATION."

IF the question of comnpensating hetel keepers wbo were deprived of their

liconses couid be stripped cf its accidents, and cousidered mierely on its
merits, there weuid ho very littie dith'ereîîce of opinion as te the mauner in

which it sheuld ho decided. f-lore, wve shîould say, we bave a large class of

traders, whe bave been called into existence by tîxe real or imaginary needs

of the people, whose business lias been sanctioned aud regulatod by the

law, and wbo have actually centributed very largely te tbe revenue of the
state. Lt is propesed, with ittle er ne warning, te abolisb this class, or

else te deprive tbem of a very corîsiderable, if net the principal source of

income. On tbe face ef it, tlîis seemis very sharp practice. Iu a generai
way, we should say the tbing xvas fiagrantly unjust ; and our tirst aud
mest naturai question is au inquiry, into tlîe reasons, if any, whicb are

aileged in justification of such a mode of proceedîng.
We can hardly ho unprepatred for the answver, for there is only one

reason which couid justify such action. Wc are told that the trade which
is thus abehisbed, or proposeci te ho abolished, is unnecessary, immoral and

uulawful. We say we muwst ho quite prepared for somte such answer as

this ; fer, unless such al thesis can at least ho laid dowu, nie such proposai
could even ho mnade. Lot us then examine the answer.

La the first place, there are a great rnany persans wbo will negative
every portion of this thiree-fold assertion. Prohahly a large lîîajority of

the educated inhabitants of every couutry iii the civilîzod world wili main-

tain that the liquor trade, preperly regulated, is net unnecessary, is net
necessarily immoral, and is certainly net unlawful, unless in ceunitries

where prohibitory laws are passed. Aud cven these wvho may boid it te

ho inexpedient that this trade slîould l>c hicensecd anti sauctioned, if they

uaderstand the îueaning of language, wili refuse te l>ranti it as unlawful.
Ne one doubts for ene moement that there is a great deal of immnorality

cennected with the buying and the selling, and the censumptien of stimiu-

lants. Drinkiug ixx excess is the cause cf îaîîy vices and of many crimes.

Lt is net, indeed, se often, a cause as nîost persons imagine ; for it is very

often an effect. But its connexion witb etixer forms cf evil is undeniahie.
It is net, however, se clear that this is a reison for suppressing the traffic

in stimulants ;and stili less is4 it (bear that it is a reason for refusing te

indemnify these who would otherwise ho ruined by bavîng their liceuses
withdrawn.

Into the inorality cf the iquor traflic we de net propose te enter. Thîis

is a question whicb may properly be oonsidered wben the question of pro-
hibition is before uis; but that is net the question which we are bore dis-
cussing. We are, for the moment, assumiug prohibition, aud asking,
whether, wben we have destroyed the traflic in liqîxer, those who, were
engaged iii that traflic have a righit te compensation.

In the firat place, then, it is clear eileugx tlîat persens deprived cf their

means ef maintenance by legisiationi bave a prima fli e case for compensa-
tien. They had been breaking ne law. Wbat they did, they did under
the protection of the law, paying comrparativehy large suais jute the

treasury of the State for the priviieges accorded te tbemn. On what grouud
can it ho maintaiaed that, when such persans are deprived of the means of

earning a liveliheod, they bave ne dlaim te compensationI Lot us examine
the answor ahroady given a littie mere closeiy.

The trado is u-nOdcessary, we are told. Many persous doubt this.
No doubt, there is a sense in wbich almost anything.'may ho called unuoces-

sary. Even wheat is net of absolute aecessity. People couhd hive on
oats or Ladian cern or rye. Stili it would ho very distressing te many

porsons te lese their wheateu bread. Se substitutes may ho found whicb
will produce the samne resuits înedicaluy, as alcohol ; and yet it may ho

very painful for mauy persons te use thoso substitutos. Lot us grant,
howevor, that the traffic in alceholia liquors is unnecossary ; and that

thereforo it may besuppressedat once, suminarily andtinalhy, for that reason.
Shahl wo thon decide thiat, ou simîlar grounds, it is lawful te shut up al

tho jowellers' sbops, say in the province ? eelry is quito neesr

nayt it is often 17tefesv.Terxs men of a certain tine of hife it is

positively a nuisance to have to look at women covered with rings and

diamonds, and sapphires, and poarîs, iii pure ostentation, and in the

endeavour to out-shine their neighbours. It offends their tasto, wblich is

somethîng; but it is even more offensive to their moral instincts. Well,
then, shall we strip off these fine feathers, leaving the birds which wore

coverod by thema not se fine 1 And shall we shut up all the places wvhere

they are sold, and give ne compensation to the sellers? If the argument

from the unnecessary is worth anything, it will apply here.

But the trade is immoral. Then ]et moral penalties be visited upon

the otfenders. The State is net a school of rnorality; it is an institution

for the protection of indiv iduai and social liberty ; and the State hias abso-

lute]y nothing te do with a man's conduct, unless it causes inconvenience

or loss to his neighbour. Of course, there are kinds of immorality of

which the State takes cognizance ; and when it does se, they. become

crimes, mnisdemeanors, fe lonies, and se forth. But we cannot app]y terms
like these te busine ss transactions which have been protectod and regulated

and se sanctioned by the law.
Lt is even more absurd te speak of the liquor traffic as unlawf tl. llow

can a tbing, be unlawful which is sanctioned by the law? You may make

it unlawf ul, if yeu like, by altering the law, but you cannot by altering the

law give a retrospoctively unlawful character te Acts wbich were before
sanctionied by the iaw. Diamonds are at the present moment îmported

into the Dominion free of duty. At any moment a law may be passed te

tax theai as is done in the States. When that law takes eflect, it would ho

an illegal act te bring diamonds into the country witheut payirig duty upon

them ; but it would ho absurd te say that those who were now in posses-

sien of diamonds which they had imported, without paying duty, before

the law was changod, were in unlawfui possession of those j ewels.
Ahl this is se simple, sud, mere childisb logic, that we rnigbt \vell hegý

pardon for inaking use of it. But unfortunately it is ignered andi contra-
dicted. As we said before, this question is argued on its accidents net on1
its essentiai merits. It is the oid logical /allacia accidentis, an old friend)

anl oid foe, who comles in many disguises, and who should be detected and

shown up wbenlever met w ith. As far as we are able te see, it is a clear

injustice to destroy a ineans of livelihoed sanctiened by the Iaws of ail

civilized communities, without compensating the suppressed traders,
Lt may, perhaps, be thougbt that such an argument would apply te the

shutting up of any eue har-room, public-lieuse, or other place where stiral
ulauts may have been sold. But this is a non sequitn. There maY
indeed bo cases in whichi compensation should be made te individitals. But
a moment's reflectien will show thiat this is an eutire]y:different matter froein

the case of general or rather universal suppression. Jn tlîe one case, the
liquor seller can convey his business elsewhere, and carry it on in a uOw

place. He may be put te souxe incenvenionce and oxpense by the change;

but this canne t be holped. Do( iiiinis non curat lex. Or, if lie doos net

care te carry e n tbat line of business any longer, ho wiil have litt]e difiicuitY
in disposirîg of his stock andi plant. But the case would be widoly différent

when ne other place was op on te the liquor seller, and bis stock was -net

ouly left in bis bauds, but it was rondered illegal. for him te soli it. 110e

any reasoilable ani honest man caii defend sucb proposaIs it passes 0 1r

comprehlension. te uudorstand.
We have been arguing on the supposition that Prohibition could be,

carried eut. 0f course, we know tha t it is net carried eut anywhere. But
suppesing that the country sho'uld come te the conclusion that the selling

and huying of stimulants is an evil for which there are ne onebaacn

advantages, and shouid therefore determiine te put an end te the trafc,

thon we do net hesitate te say that an adoquate compensation te thoso wbO

are deprived net morely of the kind of work wbich they ]lave been doillg,
but of the Ilgeod will " of their business, aud their stock in trade, would be,

in ne respect, tee large a price te pay for that which, in the circumstauce'
would ho held te be a vast boom te secicty. If it is such a blessing, t

wortb paying for; this is one aspect of the subjeot. If it is net paid for,

we are benefiting the cemmunity at the expense of the ruin of a nuiluber ef

our folle w-citizens.

PRoFEsseR CLARK, of Trinity College, lias this year been appôiuted te

deliver the aunual address or "eoration" before the Phi Dota Y-apPP
Society, on "lCommencement day " at Hoebart Cellege, Gevena, N.Y.

LT is net anl easy thing te, restere inte its moral elements the creatiollo
of a peet wbo blonds many strains of trutb. lis nxetbod is net the oel
secutive precess of logical reflectien and explication, but the simUltaneeu,
embodiment of what, however arrived at, hoe presents as intuitive, needillg
only te ho seen, te bo acknowledged. In the analysis, the distinictiv
poetic quality is tee apt te ho dipsipated, and the poot is fergetten h
philosopher.
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