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Prohibition Act and the othier of tîe ILicense Act, the followin;r questions
at once suggest themseîves: (1> la the'distinetion hetxveen Prohibition and
License sufliciently marked to niake it wortIt while to assigu eaeh to a
different legisiative body ? Is not the distinction, ta ï3ay tire least, very
arbitrary i (2) Ia not thre r-esemnblance etce Prohibition and License so
vemy close that te assign eacb to a different Parlianwnt is to ceate a con-
fusion and lincertainty, whiclh should o? ail thingas be avoided ?

There eau he ne doubt that the distinction, if any, is exceedingly fine,
Tbe Scott Act (the typical prohibition act) provides that certain
persons wbo bave obtaine-d a license as require<l ly the act mnay selI liqiior
lu the manner and for the purposes which the aet prescribcs, and that al]
other persons sbahl not seli liquor. The MLeCirthy Act (Lire specimenl
license act) provides that none should selI liquor exccpt those wbo, baving
obtained a licinse as requimed lîy thre act, niiLytit solI la tie mianer and for

the pumpose whicb the act prescribes. Tire licenses- would hi' somewlîat
more numerons and tlîeir rights soinewbat more( extensive umuler tire
McCartliy Act tlian under the- Scott Act. 'lie Scott Act says :None
b ave a-n unquaîified riglht to seli liquor ; niinety-inc( canIt seil it, iinder

ýi any circumastancea ; wliile the Il undredtiî man " (spe à1m. Stocktou'1s
ïï novel) înay sedi subýjeet to certain restrictions. The McCartuy Act savs:

Noné bave an unqualified right to sedi lîquor ; ninety-eight ont o? a hiun-
dred can't seli it under any circimmatances ; wbile, the renmainieig two niay
sall it subjeet to certain restrictions-soiewhat leqs severe than those im-
posed upon the Ilbundredtb man " by tire Scott Act. Tlu short, tire Me-
Cartby Act looksq about as miuch like a prohibition mieasuire as, doea the(
Scott Act ; aud tire Scott Act appears about as much a licens 1,aw as
does flic McCartlîy Act.

Still, using tire Scott and McCartby Acta as typical o? tlueir supposed
apecies, it seema plain that botb seek to attain the samne end, and 1wv meaus
substantially, if not identically, tire saune. Thepir common end is the pro-
motion o? temperance and tire prevention o? tire abuse o? the liquor
traffic. Tire means were lu eaeh case tire ?arbidding or Ilprolîibiting " tire
vast maýjomîty to siel] mit aIl, and the permitting or Il liceuîsing fia certain
few to seil under specified conditions. In the orie case a ?ew more eau sel]
than in the otber. Iu tire one case (roughilv slieakling) the licensce can
only Fil to the sick iman ; in the other case (aI se rouglilv speskiling) lie eau
sel] to tbe aduit and to the sobher man, whether well1 or ill. But these are
sligbt differences of degree, not differences o? kind. Therefore the objeet
of tbe two typical ncta baing tire saine, and tire lefns; (qsnbsttntially tire.
same> differincg bnt in alight aud unimnportait details, it la liard to sec why
if tbe Domuinion Parliament could Iawfully- pass tirue eue it eoiîld not also
properly pass th(, other. Prohibition and License are so ncarly alike tlîat
it is bardly worth w.bile te give eue to the D)ominion Parliament and the
other to tbe Provinces.

The Scott and McCartby Acta being se wvonderfîully alikec, nnd yet
neither being witbin tira competenice o? the sanie legislative lîody, it is
clear tbat ail future acta to regulate fice liquor ti'ade (excPpt sticlu asR may
totally prohbit), will give risc to furthcr doubt and diqpute. Prohibition
and Liconse being but a haim's breadthi spart, on wvbiclb side o? the lir
does the particular act happen te bel? A goad case, in point at once sugY
gests itacîf. It bas oten been proposed to amnend the Scott Act bvy lîcenl
surug the sale o? wine and beer in tlioF:e counties wliere tire net is or unay

': lie lu force. When this subjeet was lîeing disctussed at thue mast seslion o?
Parliament, it waa argued by anc of the members (I think Mm. Lister),
tbat the proposed amiendment would be lra vires o? the Dominion Par-
Hiantent, inasmucb as tira Privy (loncil lu tire Me(Jartlîv Act case hsad
dc]ared tire licenaing power to belon2 exclusively to tire Provincial Legis-
laturea. This argument iisvery formnidale. Tiîe, Scott Act, as thius amended,
would undoulîtedly h)o a liense Iaw ; a sounewliat restricted one, it is truc;
but noue the less a licensa law. If thîe judgments lu the D)ominion License
Act case are correct, have not tha Provinces the riglît ta issue, licenses for
tire sale of beer and wine onlyl ? Ifeq, they would lie daing preeisel 'y tire
same as it la proposecl tire Dominion Parliaunent slîould do under the lîcer
aud wine amendments. If tîe judgment o? the Privy Concil last referred
to be taken as authomity, tire proposed arioundmnent would lia beyond tire
power of tire Dominion Parliainent as deallmg with liceuses,-a pume]y
Provincial matter.

r But judgments equally autluoritative liave declai'ed tire Scott Act ta le'
constitutional. But the Scott Act bas license, olatuses ; it is a Liceuise aet,
yet it lias beeîî declared valid lu its entirety. I? the l)ominion Par!iainent
,-an pass such a license Iaw as thie Scott Act, wvly eauit ànot pas,; sucli a
license Iaw as tire proposed Il lîer and wine." ainenduuîcnt te the Seat t Act q
Yet if it bave not the power te pass the MelCarthy Act, wlux shaîuld if
baye the power te pass Lire Il eer and wiîe " aneadinents I

The suggestcd Il heer aud wine " anienduient la ccrtaiuly \f'ry like bot],
the Scott and MeCarthy Acta. XVhich dees it the most reseuuibli' ? By wluat
rational test could it he rssiýgne(d ta tire eue class rafluer than ta tire otiier ?
It would certainly lue vemy liard te sny, yet saine test wouild bave te ho
applied-soîne choice would bave te be muade.

la short, it lias beau beld that tlîe power te ?oibid tim e te «il liqiiei'
rests witlî the Deuninion Parliament, while the power ta except front the
universal. proliition-tbe pewer te forllid leqs tban al], wvill belong uaw
to the Dominion, and now te the Provinces, lu wliat way aîud oni wlat
principle shall sucb a distinction he Made î XVliy shîould tiiere ue any dlis-
tinction ?If1 the Dominion Parliament is the body whicli eau best exereise
the power of universal prohibition, and aise, under certain circuîuilstanees,
that o? partial prohibition, wluy sbould it net have the power of partial
prohibition altogether i To tluus distinguisli is, te say Lue least, uncs

r samy. But more flian thuat, it la iniscluievouis, because tire distinction is se
shadowy and liard te seize, that it tends te daoubt and confusion, wheýriî it
ja very desirable that aIl should ha clear.

FDEOEmB, 29t1i, 1887.

The B3ritish North America Act bas been correctly interpreted hy these
varieus "llicense " and "lprohibition " judgments, or it has flot. If rigbitly
interpreted, it should be so amended as to entrust so called I icense " and
"lprohibition " legislation to tire saine ]rands. If wrongly interpreted,
there is plainly ail thre more necessity for amendment. D. C. P.

Les noxville, Deomnber-, 1887.

A CHINESE THEATRE.

VICTOIA, the capital of British Columbia, is most l)eautifully situated.
Aithoughi per.qons whio desire above ail things to heap UP treasures which
moth and dust can corrupt, ai-d whicli thieves can steal, may cail the, place
"lslow," or say of it as the( Kansas mari said of the Eternal City, Il mighty
littie business is doue tbier,*' the presence in it of soure three or four-
tbousand alimond-eyed Cilestials make it particularly interesting to the
visitor from Ontario. Willingly mny wife and I accepted the invitation of
a gentleman of Victoria to accornpany Iimii and bis wife to tire Chinese
thepatrp one evening List October.

Jupiter Pluvius is a most important persouiage in British Columbia
when the summer is over, and unfortunately we had not consulted hima as
to our intended movements. leavy ramn came on as we wended our way
down to Clîinatown bqneath dripping umbreilas and across miniature tor-
renits. The- Chinese quarter in Victoria is spacins and airy coinpared withi
C hinatown in San Francisco, where somne 40,000 persons are crowded into
about ten blocks ; yet, as wc turned up the narrow lanre, near tire end of
which stands the theatre, thre heaviness of the air enabled us distinctly to
percpive the ethnie smell, of whicli travellers in thue distant East make
mention. Although 1 could not say, as Coleridge said o? Cologne,

1 counted two and seventy stenches,
Ail well defined, and sevral stinkR;,

nevertheless niumerous odours, sucb as only a connoiseur of simelis could
distinguish, assailed our olactorv nerves. When the door was reached ail
was quietness and darkness, and an enquiry at an adjoining bouse drew
forth fromn a "I.Johnny " the information, "lNo theatre to-nighit; too wetty

-to-molly night." So homneward we liad to turn The Celestials, by the
way . are rather cat-like, and dislike to wet their feet ; in fact, feit stippers
are their usual foot-covering.

On the next nigbt tire sounri o? tbe instruments o? music told us bef ore
wo reached the door of tire thepatre that the play was proceeding. XI.e
found that a white man was the tioket-taker, and on inquiry were told
that it paid better to bave sîîch. a barbarian act as the janitor, for a Celes-
tial would be apt to suifer other Celestials-h-ig friends-to enter without
pavaient of the required "lbits." We entered, and were greeted wjtb
delight by a amail boy wbo appeared pleased at tbe advent o? strangers.
The general arrangement ofthe place was much like an ordinary theatre;
the( pit sloped down to the, stage, the galleries ran round threo sides, and
were reacbed by staîrs f rom near the door and from eitber aide of the stage.
There was no attempt at decoration. At the end of one of the side gai-
leries were two or three boxes, divided from the rest o? the gallery by a
simple partition a couple of fe-et high, and furnishied witb plain wooden
chairs instead of benches. Opposite these was the place resprved for the
ladlies. The stage extended ail across the building, pro.jeting somewbat
in the centre. There wag no spenery-there never is in Chinese theatres.
On tire stage were two or three chairs and a table. A reces like a chancel
was in tire centre, and above this was a small balcony on which a lamp was
liurning. Across the back hung a curtain. A ?ew hanginga, withi Chinese
eharacters, were on the wall, and on cither aide of the platorm was a (loor
lea(lingy into tire green room.

The, performance had beeu going on for a couple of hours wlien we
arrived, but as it was likelv to continue for four hours longer, we did not
feel that we were late. As the gallery seemed to be a more aristocratie
place titan the pit, we wenit upatairs, and there a courteous Chinamnan-
indend 1 neyer met one wbo was not criurteous-inqiqted uponi our taking
the only empty box. We did so, and gazed arouud with great interest.
We were the only wbite people in tlie buildinZ, except the doorkepper,
and yet there was no staring at us. We stared, bowever, at the Celestial
ladies opposite us, There were about, thirty of. thnnm. They wore no
head-dresses, but their liair xvas biautifulIy npat and smoo)th. ht was DCot
plaited, but doue up in a simple bob bchind, fastened witb an omnamental
pin. They were rather restless, going out and coming baek, climbing over
the bLckçs o? their seatq, smoking little cigaretteq, and smiling and talking
quictly amrong themselves ; but îiot tire slightest impropriety wvas visible.
Thpir round faces looked happy and contentod. Some of thein were pretty,
sorne uigly, somn( fat, some plump, soine oid, soe voung. Tire metn kept
their hats on, it being considered the correct thing- for tirent s to (Io. Pur.
ing the performance theme was a constant, selling and takinr of refresh-
ments, ail mariner o? smoking inaterials were in usge, and the ]aughing and
talkîng were incessant. These things, however, are not lo be wondemed
at when we know that a play frequently continu'ps nigbt, after iiight for
weeks befôre tbe end is reacbed.

There are six musicians, and these weme plae(, not iu front of the stage
buot in thre recess bebind already referred to. One sitting sidewvays to the'
front wore- a wbite shirt for au outer gar ment, and played a fiddle, holding
the bow à la a bass viol player. H-e bad a second bow hanging over bis
bead, at times using the one and at times the other. At bis righit be liad il
buge pair of cymbals, and between the acts ho whaeked one against tire,
othevr lying on -the table. Behind titis leader--witli a pecp-hole into thO<
green -room -- was one with a large lîrass tambourine, or gong, rsuspended
?rom tfic eiling of the recess. To tl1w left a uiusiciau with two littîf'


