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LMÂTY Oth, 1886.
.aA3L AI mU-,,

FoR the tender beach and the sapling oak,
That grow by the sbadowy ril,

You may cnt down both at. a single stroke,
You May cut down which you wilI ;

But this you niust know, that as long as they grow.
Whatever change may be,

You neyer can teachi either oak or beech
To be aught but a groenwoo(l tree.

-TiomAS LOVE PRACOCK, in ffacrnilan.

READ!NGS FROM CURREVNT LITERA TURE.

AMIABILITY 0F BEARS.
WHEN Bruin is pursuing anyono his attention im; easily diverted, andManty have escaped froin his clutches hy throwing a bundie or knapsackdown when he is advancing upon them, for while he stops to examine itthey gain time and distance. They play all sorts of antics; an Indiantraveller says that in one of his journoys somo brown bears kept in frontof hie palanquin, tunmbling about and playing as if exprossiy to afford himamusement. Climbinga is a great delight to thein, and one day one of themtwas seen ascending a scaffold for bis own pleasure. At first ho procoodedcautiously, oxamining the strength of ail the joists; at last he reached thetop, which was 120 feot high. 1-e seemed rnuch pleased witb bis exploit,and after being applauded by the worknîien hie carefully clescended in safety.Trhe brown bear of Siheria itay be consiidered the most good-natured of hietribe. Mr. Atkinson, who travelled in that country, relates that somepeasants had one day lost two of their chiidreiî, betwen four ani six yeargof age. As soon as it was discovored that tbey had wandorcd far away,the disconsolate parents set off' ia search of themn. ilaving proceeded someway throughi the wiids, they caught sight iii the distance of' a huge animal,which as they drew nearer they saw wasi a brown hear, and what was theirhorror to ee within its clutchos their dcar lotit onces. Btut theîr dismaywas soon changed irito amiazeneimt when tliey behield the children runningabout, laugbinig round the hear, soinetinies taking it by the paws, and soine-times pulling it hy the tail. Bruin, apparetiy ainused with their hehaviour,treated thoin in the mosit afrectionate inatnner. One of the childrcn pro-duced nome fruit, with which, ho fed hie shaggy playfellow, while theother climbed upon his back,,and sat thiere3 urging the tetrango steed to inoveon. The parents gave way to cries ofterrer at soeing, asi they thoughit,the danger to which their littie oies were exposed. Whereupon the boyslipped off the biar's back, and the animal, heariiig the sound of theparents' voices, leift the children anti quietly netreatoil into the forest.-The mon £th. 

__

AN INCIDENT 0F WATERLOO.

The common story -as that Clambronne, surnounded hy the Engiishcavairy and suinmoned te sunrender, answened, " La (lande, meurt Mnais nesec rend pas." The old Generai, to use bis own la-iguage, said that was4 cl--d humbug 1 " The fact, as f. remember the stony, was this. It isweil known that, at the end of the day, our Guards, witb whom woebrigaded somte of the Germian logion, wene lying down, half-coneealed, onlya few hundred yards from tho French, befone the last charge, when the I)ukeof Wellington, or, as somne now alfirm, Lord Seaton (thon Sir John Coi-borne), sajd, Il Up (luards, and at them." Cambronne was sonie way infront of hie tnoops, reconnoitring on foot. Ilalkett detenmined to make adash at him. Ho met spuns to bis famnous Englisb hunter and made bolievethat ho was run away with. O)ne of oun oflicere (I forget bis namne) hadreally been run away with, a short tinte befone, right into the Frenchcavalry linos, and liad been taken pnisorier. No doubt the enemy thouglitHalkett was rua away with, for nobody shot at him. They thought theywould have him safoly without powder. The ruse succeeded. Halkettcame up with Cambronne close to the Frenchi linos, seized him by theaiguillette, turned that side to the French, so that they, dare not shoot forfear of hitting their GenceraI ; and so lie brought bis foc, at a round gaiiop-the grand general, who had the credit of saying, IlLa Garde meurt maisne se rend pas "-pufflng, and blowiiîg, and shaking, as Halkett said,idwith abject funk," hack to bis own lines, and deiivered him to the pnovost-mareîha.-REFv. C. ALLIX WILKINSON : Reminiticenceti o/t/te Court and Tiene8
oj King Erne8l of Ilanover.

THERIC in a drawing of the head of Charles 1. in the iibrary at St. Jobhn'sCologe at Oxford, wholly composed of minute written chanacters, whicbat a small distance, resomble the linos of an engraving. Tbe linos of thehoad and the rufi' are said to contain the book of Psalms, the Creed, and
the Lord'a Frayer.

REFERRING to the statement of the affairs of the Confederation LifeAssociation, made at the annual meeting the othor day, it will be seon thatthe death dlaims amounted to only $83,000 againet a premitnm income of$380,000. This speaks Most eloquentîy for the judgment shown in thevital part of the Comnpany'e business, the solection. of rieke. The wholestatement is, bowevor, evidence of good management. The assets haveincreased a quarter of a Million dollars during the year; and the generalbusiness, as shown by the net numbor of policies in force and the amountat risk, shows a steady increase.

EASTER OFFERIN(GS
EASTER'DAY in the afternoon, and the bell of St. Stophen's Cliurch, on Col-loge Street, is ringing a cordial welcome to Ilone and all, both groat andsmall," but particularly to the small, for at half-past threo o'clock thecide' service is to begin, and altbough parents are invited to attend,
the children are the beroes (and heroines) of the day. This, the little onesseem to comprehend, for they como flocking fromn ail sides, and even whenthe pretty churcli is nearly full, the cry is still, "lThey come." Very prettyindeed the churcli looks; the Font is decoratod with flowers, andthore are flowers on the Altar, while a spirit of fragrance seeme to pervadethe whole building. Wbat a largo assembly of childnen, and how happy theyappear ! Surely St. Stophen's must be a favoured parisb, or the churchmust bo a favourite, to have so many youtbful membore in attondance.From the sodate lassie of fifteen, down to tho toddiing youngeter of three,they are ail there; ahl oager to take part in the service, and te lay thoirEaster offerings upon the plate, when the time for the collection comlesround. A largo gathering of happy cbildren must always formi a prettypicture, but wben, as on this occasion, tbey bave assombled ia God'e housofor prayor, there is a groator charn about tbem than usuai. Some of thevery littie cries, porhaps, hardiy know wby tboy are there, but are nover-tholess perfectly contented to be thore, and to watch the movemente ofthe older cbildren, who are More oxponiencod than they. One tiny mitestands on the seat of a pcw witb ber thumb in ber mouth and surveyetho congregation, witb large blue eyee ia whîch wonder and approval aresweetly biended. Every now aad thon the chinking of money is heard,for tho "lmission boxes " are ail beiag bnougbt in to-day, and the childreaare vastiy proud of the weaith thoy have accumulated for the benefit of theheathen. Well tbey mnay ho, for mnany littie acte of seif-denial have beonpractised by them, to he]p sweli the funds in their possession :pleasuretripe givea up, toys disipensied wvith, candies forgotten ; ail that the moneythuts eaved mighit go in the mission box. One littIe girl actuaily wentwithout sugan duning the whole season of Lent; flot that there wae anynecesisity for ber doing se, but because ehe eaid ehe couid thon foot thatthe price of the sugar wae bon very own to givo, wbich feeling wouidnover have beon lbens had she merely put in the box whatever was givenlier for that purpose by lier ilders. Think of that, children 1 For fontywhole days, to have no sugar in your tea, no sugar witb your porridge!And think of it, parents too ! How many of us are there who would caneto deny ourseivos as that chiid did ? The sounde of the bell have oeased,tbo ricb tones of the organ vibrato througb the churcli, and ail are quietas the Bisbop and the Rector enter, and move to their places. Soon thedlean voicos of the cbiidnen are raieed in the giad Easter byinn, "JeasChrist is Risen To-day," and then the service proceede as usual. Thecollection in the great event of the day, for, although overy child has neta mission box, each one in possessed of at least one cent, whicb is to, begiven as an Eaeter offerng. Wben 1 say each one, I muet except the fewwbo have been uniucky oaougb to drop their money, and to ese it rollaway out of reach. There are always some among the junior membere ofa coagregation wbo do thie, thougli it is difficult to underetand why itsbould ho no. The adventurous spirits wbo are to take up the collectionnow commence to haad round the plates, and the cbinking of money begirisin real carneet. Mission boxes are piled one on the top of another, andsoon hotb bande are needed to support thein woiglit. The littie childwitb the useful thumb, who bas been tigbtiy holding a penny in ber dis-eagaged haad during the whoie service, is no overcome by the eight of thepiles of boxes, that site forgets to lay her coin upon the plate, though it hanlong beon the deaire of hon heart to do no. At length the collection isfiaisbed, and the plate bearere, etaggening under the weiglit of their bur-dons, mardi up the aisie together. The Bisbop commences hie diecourse.ho rominde the chiidren of Whose resurrection they are celebrating thisday, and telle tbem that, though ilt in liard for thema to realize that thedead can nise again, tbey may Ses ahl around tbom, in the simplestgrowtbs of nature, how life epringe out of deatli. The chldren are atten-tive, and endeavour to answor the questions put to themi froma time totime. Some of those at the bottom of the cburch, bowever, have theirattention distracted a little by a smaîll boy, who, tired of Sitting SURl inbis pew, lias worked hie way out to the aiele, and now Stands lookingabout bim. Ho is evidently coaeidering what to do next, when hie handis seized by an elder sister, who hurries hini from the church. Aimoetimmediately they botli retunn, when the emaîl boy is ignominioueîy huetledinto a back seat,' wliere, under the awful supervision of the beli-ringer, liesite in fear and trembiing. The discourse ended, another hymn is sung;,thon some disperse to their homes, while othere remain to take part inthe baptismal service, which is to be the conciuding featuire of the after-floon. 
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