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THE IMMACULATE
CONCEPTION CHURCH.

Inauguration of the New Organ
—Magnificent Services—Ser-
mon by Father Sinnett
and Address by Rev.

Fr. Cherrier.

Sunday last was a red letter day in
the history of the €hurch of the Immacu-
late Conception, and that it was so re-
garded by the parishioners and their
friends, was abundantly proved by the
hearty manner in which they assisted
at the various services. At 10.30 the
church was filled to the doors when His
Grace the Archbisliop of St. Boniface,
with all the pomp and ceremony with
which our Holy Mother the Church de-
lights to surround every function,solemn-
ly blessed and dedicated to the service
of Almighty God and His Church, the
grand organ which has recently been
erected there. The hour for the com-
mencement of the proceedings having
arrived, a procession headed by His
Grace the Archbishop, who was followed
by a number of the clergy and attend-
ants, emerged from the sacristy and
made its way to the clioir loft, the con-
gregation reverently kneeling to receive
their Archbighop's blessing as he passed
amongst them, and the choir singing ap-
propriate psalms without accompani-
ment. The rituai for the blessing of
ehurch organs having been completed,
the procession commenced to retrace its
eteps to the sanctuary, and this was a
thrilling moment for all the parishioners

noble tones -

thev heard the nobla tones. of the. Dew
organ,and as it burst forth in the magti-
ficent peals of a grand triumphal march
realized as they had not before done
what an important step forward the
acquisition of the organ really is. The
Archbishop having robed himself in his
pontifical vestments, proceeded to offer
up the holy sacrifice of the Mass, assist-
ed by the following: Rev. Father
Chartier, 8. J., Rector of St. Boniface
College, as deacon of honor; Rev. Father
Guillet, O. M. I, parish priest of St.
Mary's, as sub-deacon of honor; Rev.
Dr. Belivean, His Grace’s secretary,
as officiating deacon ; and Rev. Father
Gravelle as deacon, with a number of
boya from the college as attendants, The
choir rendered Lambillotte’s grand Mass
in D, which was, as the daily press pat
it, a most suitable selection for so joy-
ous an occasion. As will be seen by the
list of prominent members the choir
was & most complete and powerful one :
Sopranos, Mrs. Lloyd, Mrs. Geo. Ger-
main, Miss Vallade, Miss Corwin, and
Miss F. Tobin : altos, Mrs. A. Buzzard,
Mre, F. W. Russell and Miss Howard ;
tenors, Rev. Father LaRue, 8. J., and
Mr. Markiuski, J. Shaw and W. Shaw ;
Bassos, Mr. A, Pieard, Mr. Clement, Mr,
LaLonde, Mr. A. Germain and Mr. J.
Corwin. The rendition was perfect,
each one taking his or ‘her part in a
manner which not only proved their
ability but gave evidence also of careful
training and faithful practice. We have
before on many occasions referred in-
dividually to most of the ladies and-
- gentlemen mentioned, and of these we
need only say, that they surpassed all
previous efforts, whilst at the same time
the eftect of the accompaniment played
on the pew and powerfal organ ‘gave
them greater confidence and enabled
them to'shew what they really conld do.
The addition of a few new voices since
Christmas was, too, plainly noticeable,
and of these-we would particularly men-
tion that of Mr. Albert Germain, who will
prove a most valuable member of the
organisation. Of Prof. Sale,who officiat-
ed at the organ, we could not speak too
highly, In our opinion, be was just the
an needed to shew off such a grand in-
_ strament to the very bestadvantage, and
this he was successful in doing, not only
in the accompaniments, but also in the
marche he played at the commencement,
&t the offertory, and the close of the ger-
Vice. A special collection was taken up
for the organ fand by Mrs. A. Bernbart
and Mrs, F, W. Russell, two mem-
Ders of the choir, who have devoted
" themselves for the past few months to
. Talsing funds with which to pay for the

then for the first ‘time: ‘iag met with great success. This is the

instrument, and to whose indefatigable
efforts in this direction the parishioners
undoubtedly owe it that the purchage
has been made. The congregation gave
very liberally. Speaking after the first

gospel the pastor of the church, Rev,
Father Cherrier, said :—

“Ifeel it an appropriate occasion to
give a brief history of the organ. Some
two years ago Mr. E. Brodeur,the manu-
facturer, passed through the city and
visiting tbe church remarked on the
need of an organ. To have an organ for
the church was a wish dear to my hearg
for years, but I had not the means and
there was no use entértaining the idea
for the time being. However, some of
the ladies of the choir devised a schieme,
and submitted it to me. I went to the
Archbishop, and with his approval, the
ladies started to work immediately, and
it is owing to their great success that we
have now the pleasure of possessing such
a beautiful instrument in our church.The
organ is there to sing the praises of the
Lord; it will be here also to remind the
coming generations of the generogity of
those who have so liberally contribated
towards helping to pay for the instru-
ment. Here I consider it my duty to
tender my bheartfelt thanks not ounly to
the members of the congregation, bat to
the members of the sister congregations
of 8t. Mary’s and 8t.* Boniface, and last,
but by no means least,to our good friends
who are not of our creed. I do not think
there was one who was called upon by
the ladies who did not respond, and that
very generously. To them I extend my
sincere thanks, and assure them that I
shall pray to the heart of Jesus to give
them the hundredfold promised in the
gospel. With regard to the organ itself,
I would say that I have known the build-
er, Mr. Brodeur, for many years. He
has been in the business since 1866, and

‘Biglity-sixth instrament of the. kind Le
-has' placed in diffierent parishes, and
when lie passed throagh here two years
go it was with an instrument which he
donated to an Indian reserve in the
west, called tke Blood reserve, where Lo
has a sister, a nun, devoting herself to
the spiritual and temporal good of the
Indians in the mission. We shall pray
that he may receive abundantly a re-
ward for the good ne has done us in yp-
dertaking the work at such a low figure.”

Rev. Father Sinnett tlen ascended
the pulpit and gave a most eloquent and
touching instruction on the feast of the
day—the purification of the Blegged
Virgin. In the course of hig remarks
which held the closest attention of tle
whole congregation, he pointed out how
they might learn several lessons from
the example set them by Mary ag rejat.
ed in the gospel of the day. First, there
was the lesson of humility, and then,too,
they might learn a noble lesson from
the willingness with whick she gave her
Son to the service of His Heavenly
Father. Iu this connection be spoke of
the duty Christian parents owed of will-

their sons and daughters to the service
of God and His Church. Speaking parti-
cularly of this country he paid an eloqu-
ent tribute to the work done by French-
Canadians in not only sowing the geeds
of the faith here, but in keeping it alive,
and on the other hand asked how many
chiidren of Englisii-speaking Catholics
i from the western boundary of Ontario to
the Pacitic Coast had been given to the
{ Lord, either to serve him in the convent
or as priests. He would not give the
answer to that question, but would rath-
er leave it to their earnest considera.
tion and when they had pondered over
it see if they could name a single
one, In stirring language he urged them
to be true to their duty in this respect,
and trasted that it would not be long be-

fore such a cause of reproach would have
disappeared.

In the evening the services wure of a
special nature. Instead of the usua)
vespers they opened with an overture
by Prof. Bale, followet by “Laada Sion”
by the full eho'r ; “Ave: Maria,” a solo
by Miss Vallade; sermon by Father
Sinnett, and Benediction of the Blessed
Sacrament at which Mrs. Lloyd sang an
“Ave Maria.” The charch was again
filled, the attendance being larger than
in the morning and' including many
more strangers. Fatlier Sinnett’s ger-
men was a masterly. effort and one of
the finest orations we have ever listened
to. He commenced by asking what had
brought them there and answered the

ingly giving up, if called upon to (o 80,.

question by saying it was the inauguras
tion of an instrument wbich was to he
used for the honor and glory of God.
Until that morning the organ was silent,
for the church reserved the right tobless
everything she consecrated to divine
worship. An organ was essentially &
church instruwent, for by its very con-
struction it was unfitted for the livelier
airs of the world. He wished that
evening to call their attention to a few
characteristic notes of music in general
and the application of the same to religi-
ous music. Speaking first of the origin
of music he 8aid it came from God and
was as old a8 human nature itself. The
history of the first two thousand years
after creation was al] reduced in the
sacred writings to ahout three hundred
sentences, yet througiout they found
distinet notice of musijc and in particular
of the organ. It was the oldest of the
sciences and the arts ; it went back to
the days of Adam, and it was right and
natural that it should da go, for besides
being the Janguage of the youngest child
and the untutored savage it was the
language that appealed o the heart, to
the intellect and to the gentiment. Or-
dinary languageé was only composed of
conventional terme, the inhabitants of
ne two countries understanding esach
other, but music gpoke to men of all
natiounalities. More than this, music
was3 the langaage of (3od, Who created
the angels to 8ing Hig praises, and all
nature,animate and inanimate,all things
that exist, by Performing their proper
fauctions, their actiong were in the ears
of God a8 80 many ingtyryments of music.
Father Sinnett then carried his hearers
through old pagan times ghewing how
the labors of ancient stategmen, orators,
philosophers, architects and builders
were enlightened and inspired by music,
and when they came down to the time
of their Divine Baviour they found His
birth was beralded- by. the chanting of
angels ; at ‘His “entry dnto Jerusalem
the people sang their Hosannsa,

and when He was about to leave the

world they were told in the scriptures
“the hymn being sung He went out to
meet His enemies.” Jassing on to an-
other branch of the subject he appesled
to their own experience of t},¢ power of
mausic. In patriotic terms he referred to
the effect the singingof such great songs
as “Rule Britannia” and “Gogd Save the
Queen,” which went straight to the heart
of Britors and toucked thejr poblest
sentiments ; Lie pointed outthe enthu-
siasm of the Bons of Erin for t),eir nation-
al music; and how the hearts of French-
Canadians could be stirred by the sing-
ing of “Vive la Canadienne,» Ag another
instance he cited the famous mgarch of
Speridan when “Marchlng Through
Georgia” enabled the men to forget their
difficulties and excited them to repewed
efforts. The power of music was en-

chantiog, infinite; it arouged all the

manly spirit that bad been dormant un-
til it strack the strain that God Himself
had placed in every human breast.
Speaking of religious music, he gaid it
was as old ae the cburch, and the game
psalms which were sung in the cata-
combs were still sung every day in
the Catholic church. He traceq the pro-
gress of the music of thie church, referred
to the bymns of St. Ambroge, and St
Augustine and spoke of the goryices ren-

dered music by 8t. Gregory in the _year:

600, whose chants were still ynyivalled.
Coming particwiarly to the organ he
showed how the world owed {he present
organ to the Catholic Church, and then
proceeded to give many  interesting
statistics regarding celebrated instru-
ments. From this he passed on to s
description of the organ inauygyrated
that day, and in glowing language prais-
ed the congregation for the noble man-
ner in which they had built such a
worthy temple to the bonor of God and
were continually augmenting it, He
paid a deserved tribute to the untiring
zeal and energy of the Worthy pustor,
and in gracefal terms referred tothe
asnistance rendered by wany ot of
their faith. In conclusion hie reminded
his hearers that that church gfood on
the very spot where Bishop Provencher
offered up the first Mass ever celebrated
in this country, and be brought his
eloquent oration to & most fitting close
by offering up a fervent appeal to that
great man now in heaven to watch over
the congregation and bless i,

Before closing our report of this- inter-
esting occasion we woqld wish to ex-

tend our earnest congratulations to the
pastor angd people of the Immaculate
Conception parish on the progress they
8ré making, In all matters pertaining
to their religion and their church the
Gatholics of the North end are united as
oné man under the guidance of their be-
loved pastor. We read “it is not in man
to command success, but to deserve it”
and their guccess is only in accordance
with their deserts. For what they have
done and are doing they are entitled not
o0ly to the admiration but also to the
support of all Catholics in this country,
for they are an honor and credit to the
faith. 8o far as the Review is concern-
ed we ghal} always give them this to the
fallest extent of our power. We praise
them for what they have done, we re-
joice in the success they are achieving,
and we wigh them God spe%d in their
future undertakings.

The following is & detajled descrip-
tion of the organ : It bas been built at
A o8t of 2,000 by Mr. Eusebe Brodear,
of 8t. Hyacinthe, P. Q., who has the re-
Putation of being one of Canada's most
Successful organ builders. It has two
key boards of fifty-eight notes, with
pedals C to D, extending over twenty-
8eéven notes ; and is divided into three
parts, viz., the grand organ, the swell
and the footboard. The grand organ
has ten stops, divided as follows : First,
Montre, 8 feet in metal, 58 notes ; 2nd,
Bourdon, 8 feet in wood, 58 notes ; 3rd,
Salicional, 8 feet in metal, 58 notes ; 4th,
Dulciana, § feet in maetal, 68 notes ; bth,
Flute Harmonique, 6 feet in metal,
58 notes ; 6th, Pregtant, 4 feet in metal,
58 notes ; 7th, Nazard, 2 2-3 feet in metal,
58 nores ; 8th, Doublette, 2 feet in metal,
58 notes ; 9tli, Mixture, 3 rows in metal,
174 notes ; 10:h, Trompette, 8 feet in
metal, 58 notes. :

The swell organ has seven stops,
divided as follows :  First, Principal, 8
feet in metal, 58 notes; 2nd, Clarabelie,
8 feet in wood, 58 notes ; 3rd, Gamba, 8
feet in metal, 58 notes; 4th, Voix Celeste,
8 feet in metal, 58 notes ; 5tli, Violina, 4
feet in metal, 58 notes ; 6th, Flutina, 4
feet in metal, 58 notes ; 7th, Hautbois, 8
feet in metal, 53 notes.

The footboard has two stops :  First,
Bourdon, 16 feet in wood, 27 notes ; 2nd,
Violincelle, 8 feet in metal, 27 notes,

These make a total of 1156 speaking'

notes,-in addition to whieh there are the
following :  First, Tremolo in the swell;
2nd,union of the swell with grand organ;
3rd, uniou of the swell with the pedals ;
4th, union of the grand orgap with the
pedals ; 5th, stop for shutting off the

pedals ; 8th, signal to the pumper. There.

are also three coupling pedals in the
grand organ, and two similar ones in
the swell, each of which has & double
action, and there is another pedal of ex-
pression in the swell. The organ box is
of hardwood, the panels. and the frame
being in ash and the mouldings in black
walnut, and it bas & very handsome ap.
pearance, quite in acgordance With the
beautiful interior decorations of the
church, .
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THE CATHOLIC |
- TRUTH SOCIETY.
Address by Rev. Father ILa
Rue, 8. J.—~The Dangers Ahead
and How They May be Averted

—Lessons to be Leagrned From
the German Catholjcs.

At the regular weekly meeting of the
Catbolic Truth Society held on Thurs-
day evening the members had the privi-
lege of listening to a - most interesting
and instructive address by the Rev.
Father LaRue, 8, J., of 8t. Boniface Col-
lege. In the course of his remarks he
said he wished to speak to them of the
great work their society was performing,
she dangers which were ahead, and tha
means they might take to avert them.
There was a people to-day who offered a
great example to the whole world—the
German Catholics, who had been fight-
ing for their rights in a most wonderful
way. The great work in that country
dated from the year 1848, when, seeing
the necessity of uniting. together, the
Catholics began thege great assemblies
which are still held at regular intervals.
Pautting all considerations of party to one
side thess German Cathalics took. the
8ign of the cross as their emblem, It

might seem a dream to think that the.

same thing could be done in Canada,
however, they might profitably study
the sitaation in Germany, and learn
whatever lessons were to be derived
from the "spectacle presented to the
world by the union there of Catholics
of all classes and parties in one har.
mobious whole. In this connection too
Catholics surely had an example set
them by their very enemies. look at
the societies which the opponents of the
Church get up under the pretext of
Charity | A great many good people and
even some Catholics, seemed to think
that what was said about the dangers of
Freemasonry was exaggeration, but
many events had shewn lately that the
object of this and kindred organisations
was simply the denial and overthrow of
the Christian religton. This could not
be successfully denied although 80 many
were ready to believe that sach societies
were simply doing a work of benevol-
ence. The German Catbholics, however,
understood from the very beginning the
true nature of the enemies they had to
contend with, and the necessity, if they
wished for success, of xrouping all the
faithful in one powerful alliance. The
year 1871 was a critical one, and mem-
orable were the words in which the Pre-
sident of the German Catholic Congress
opened the first assembly, stating that
alihough the Catholics numbered only
14,000,000 and formed but one-third of
the population of the great empire, their
enemies would find they bad deep root-
ed convictions, and they - would see
everything cranmble away rather than
allow their faith to diminish, The ad-
dress was & masterpiece and contained
very much that the Catholics of this
country could draw profitable leesons
from. [n 1881 German Catholics as-
sembled in congress once more. There
were grave fears entertained in certain
quarters as to the final result of thess
assemblies, but wien the President
arose those fears were soon dispelled so
noble and traly Catholic were the words
which he addressed to his audience.
Father LaRue went on to point out an-
otherylesson which might be learned
rom ‘their enemies who on every
possible  occasion made uge {of the
prees, seeking as it were, to deafen the
ears of the wultitude by the voices of
innumerable papers. Here, again,
the German Catholica shewed
thoroughly understood the sitaation.
The foremost man amongst them was the

great Windthorst, one whose noble deeds

were not only the glory of Germsny but
of the whole Catholic world. He laid
down as a principle that Protestantism
Was not the great antagonist Catholics
had to cope with, bat rather Socialism,
which was the natural outgrowth of its
parent gtem, Protestantism. Wind.
thorst quickly saw that one thing neces-
8ary was to change the nature of the
Catholic League and ‘make it combine
all classes of ‘people ; he went further
than that for he waid : “Let our answer
to Bocialism be & union of Catholics of
all nationalities in the werld.” Free.
masonry, he recognized, with its numer.
ous ramifications was nothing but the
banding together of the enemies of
Cbrist and His Church, He {Fatber
LaRue) cared little what denial this as-
sertion might meet with, the attitade of
the Church ia the matter being sufficient
proof of its truth, for they knew how the
Chureh had branded those societies one
after another. Had the Church and
society in Canada the same dangers to
fear as the Germans had ? He need
not answer the question in such an as-
sembly for Catholic instinct made them
sensible of the breskers ahead. What
then re r&ined to be done ? . He would
8ay follow simply the example of Catho-
lic Germany, and adopt the means made
uge of there. He had mentioned sl
ready that the Press was a most

enemies of the church and society should
be all powerful, trinmphant, in the field
of journalism. What could be the cause ?
Bome might anawer “the means are want.
ing,” but Was that a fact? Visit the
homes of Catholics and there they would
find & daily paper in every house—a
paper which besides not being truly
christian in spirit was very often a
medium through which the enemies of
the church vented their feelings and lost
no opportunity of misrepresenting and
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powerfal -~ weapon in the hands
of their enemies and was it
not & distressing fact that the

distorting Catholic practice and doctrines.
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