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nary news an extract of, a few lines. front a private letter lie
had received £rom a friend who is farming-in the vicinity of
one of the 1age towns in. the Norih:West. When'the To-
ronto newspaper contaihing this item reached the western
town the pe~ople worked tliemselves up to an extraordinary
state of excitement over ft, *and there was mucli talk. of
holding an indignation meeting to denounce the 1'infornier."
As it was, the town coumeil took the inatter u p, and passed
a vote of censure upon th> latter. There was no pretence
of denying lis statement. Everybody knew that it was
truc; but it was asserted with great vehemence that out-
sidersmust not be informed of these things, because sucb
reports would prevent immigration, and. 80 destroy the
chances of profit which the merchants and speculators hoped
to make from new settiers.. As a resuit of this unprincipled
policy of booming thc country, many new settiers go through
a course of sad disillusiouing which begins soon aftcr their
arrivai. The deception which lias been practised upon them
becomes evident,_they become 'dissatisfied and despondent
and in some. cases would gladly leave if they Lad thec means.
This is of course only one side of the matter. That there
are fine farms and abundant harvests in some parts of thc
North-West, and that many settiers are accordingly prosper-
ous, is a, matter about which there can be no dispute. But
a statement of the other facts seems necessary by way -of
disabusing the minds of some people in Ontario who yet
hold the notion that. our grea.t North.-West is an carthly
Paradise compared with our own province of Ontario.

OsJEBC AND A2NE2UATION.

MRs. L. 0. DÂviD, thc well-known Frenchi Canadian
littérateur and journalist, has been making himself espeei-
alIy conspicuous oâ the floor of the Quebec Local .Assembly.
During Monday's session of that, body, the member for
Montreal East, in the course of a moving speech which had
evidently been carefully prcpared and committed to mein-
ory, denounced Confederation ins unmeasured tcrms. He
declared that Sir John Macdonald was the testamentary ex-
ecutor of Lord Durham, and that his policy was tending
dircctly towards a législative union. of thc provinces-a
.contingency which the speaker,* in common with many of
his fellow-countrymcn, regards witli unspeakable ab-
horrence. *But lie did not pause here. He went on to say
that in thc event of sucli a contingency arising, it would
be neeessary for the people of Quebcc to look for relief
across the border,. and te seek for.a union whercby, at any
rate, they would be benefîted in their material interests.

WEAT WU.L MEE EURVECST ]Mt

Now,.it is quite, possible that this wild speech was intend-
cd asa merc trap to catch a sunbeam: in other words, as* a.
menace te the Government at Ottawa, in, thc event*of their re-
fusinig,to conccdebetter.terms to.Quebec. But theXe is no doubt
that if *voices the sentiments of a good many yogng Freénch
Canadjans wlio have te aï. greater or less extent eut .tliem-
selvesaloof froin tlie techings of the Ohurcli. Coming frorn

*Mr. David, it is. regarded às specially significant, for,.where-
as lie was onc*e an ardent Conservative, lie lis for some y.ars

Past boen a promineût Liberal, and lis-position in tihe party
rakiives colour-te thse belief that-h li not merely giving

expregsion to his own individual views. There are people
who dîe not hesitate to sayr that in the event of their being
dcfcated thse Liberals would corne out boldly and openly as
advocate's of*annexatiôn. At tse present time, so far as may
be judgcd at this distance from the seene of action, any
movement- in that direction would be altegether futile. Un-
necessary. to say that any such movement wiould be oppýsed
by the united strength of the hierarchy, who have good
reason to be satisfied'witli things as tliey are. The Churdli
is not,* as i t once was, omnipotent in* the Lower Province,
but it stili- controls public opinion to a greater extent than
any other motive power whatever, and so long as this state
of things continues British connection *is. not-likcly te be
seriously mcnacegd tliere. Quebc *c, indeed, is thc very, last
province of the Dominion wberc one would expeet te find
annexation sentiments widely diffuscd.

AIRCIRBIBOP L.YsoCW LETTEX.

As wac; to have been expectcd, the letter addressed by
Ardlibisliop Lynchi to Lord Randolpli Churchill is just now
recciving a good deal of attention at the hands of the United
States prcss. The letter itself is ably written, and gocs to
tise root of the matter witli whidli it Professes to deal. His
Grace undcrstands thc Irishi Question in ail «its bearin gs,
liaving been "'to the mnanner born,»' and having visited his
native land under cxceptionafly favourable circumstances
sinee the beginning of the present agitation. The letter is-
probably intendcd te -influence public opinion on the subjeet
of-the Coercion Bill now before thse British Parliament.
If so, it la cxceedingly likely te fulfil the writer's intention.
Sudh a deliverance, at sueh a time, *is speeially opportune,
and' can hardly fait to find many eagcr responses in Ireland,
as well as in the United States.

EDUCÀ"IONAL.

EDUCÂTIONAL matters are conspicuously to the front iu
Ontario just now. Mr. Mowat'sGover-nment is being urgent-
ly importuned to grant moncy for thc establishment of
sdhools.of practical science in conn.ection witli Qucen's -Oi
lege,. Kingston, tlie. Baptist University at Woodstock, and
other educational institutions. in digèrent parts of the
Pr.ovince. .ASRcTuRuWs opinion on this subjeet was cmphati-
cally delivercd. more than a montli ago, and. subsequent
events have confirmed the opinion tIen expressed. Our
one important sehool of practical science stands in urgent
need of thiorough-overhauling and organization. Its cquip-
ment is altegether inadequate to the requirements of many
woulà-be pupils, wlio are compellcd to resort te Yale, and
elsewliere.in. the States. foi tliat thouugh. training. whidli is
denied them at home. For.the prcscnt,,and indecd for some
years to corne, whatever public money is devoted to sudh à
purpose should be strictly eo#flned te the thorougis èquîp-
ment of the. one institution of tIc sort which is already in

>existence,. When that institution shall have gai *ne d a
national reputation:.- when its pupils shial ha;e_ become s0
numerous tha t full justice cannot. be doncue t*heà tliere: it


