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in this case is not merely allowable, it is, in fact, the
safest. The incitemnents to mental lahor are auialagous to,
those to any other sort of labor ; it is that one shall be
the richer anid the better for it, and that -%vhut he acquires
he may justly possess. 'But if by inclepeudent inquiry I
mnay hecorne inorally poorer and spiritually -worse, if I
have no righit to mny own thouglits, and miust be despoiled
of my convictions, or punishied for thein, it is exceeding
folly to risk the misery and irritation of being tomr between
my opinion and my creed, conscience forcing nieý to ac-
quiesce, and reason compelinig me to doubt. This view
is no supposition it is fact. Stubm-ission to creeds and
churches, is the tue cause of that wvide spread moral tor-
por in every coLmntry where creeds and charches hav-e do-
mninion. There is nothing so rare as intelligent, indepen-
dent.feligious conviction. And how can it be otherwise,
when each leans upon bis priest, and the priest gives him
read y-made opinions, as they were forined a thousand
years ago 1- There is a general and profund ignorance
of the sources of opinion', of the history of opinion, of the
philosophy of opinion, andi of the Bible, both in its letter
and in its spirit. Speak to multitudes of religion, ini any
broad or liberal sense, and it seems to themn as if it xvere
an unknown tongue. To have any chance of attention,
younust use terms which creecis have sanctified, - you
i-iust address theni in -traclitionary phrases, which have
the sectarian or sacerdotal currency. This neyer could

have. beèny had religion been recornmended as a subject
ôf individual, and independent stady, leaving the mind
free, both in its pursuit and its conclusion. That I have
stated nothing but what fact justifies, 1 niay appeal to
any one who lias considered the religiousç~ondition of this
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