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DISSOLUTION OF PARTNERSHIP.

THE PARTNEWSHIP heretofore existing between
WM. BROWN MAT. HOWIE, under the atyle of
H. BROWN ) .. is this day dissolved by muwal
consent. they havi&g transferred the busmjess 1o Mr.
W. A, FERGUSON ; tuerefore all paries iudented to
said Brown and Howie, on account of the Canadian
Iltastrated Newe, will pleass mako theic payments to
W. A, FERGUSON, he boing authorized “to éollect

and grant recelpts for the same. )

WM. BROWN,

MAT. HOWIE.

Hamilton, March 19th, 1863. R

NOTICE TO CANVASSERS.
ALL pacties who have hitherto acted us Canvassers for
The Canadian lllustrated News, will plenre roport per
sonally at tms office before proceeding further with
thelr canvass, unless privately commuuicated with by
the proprietors

April 3rd, 1863,

W, A, FERGUSON;

Any person sending us the names of ten Subscribors for
three, six, nute, or twelve months, will veceive & copy
{ree of charge, for each of thesc perinds, respectively.
Should those Subseribers, fur any torm jeas than a y our,
reitew thetr subscriptions, -the: paper will be coutinucd
10 the getters up of the club.

The ¢ lllust:ated Newa  is forwarded to Subseribers
by Touil, free of postage. :

Phustrated Grus.

HAMILTON, APRIL -4, 1863.

SEPARATE SCHOOLS.

Every friend of liberal education will
regtet the success which Mr. Scott's Sepgrate
Hchool Bill has met with in the Lagislative
Assembly, Not so much on a¢eoant of. the

rovisions of the bili itscif” as bécause it
1ndicates thut Roman Catholies have not yet
learned the folly of erccting barriers between
themselves aud their Protestunt neizhbors.
But however much this perversity is to be
deprecated, the bill furnishes but little veazon
for that intense and bitter excitement pre-
vailing in regard to it in Upper Canada.

In some thirty or forty columus ot denun-
ciation of the measure which we bave read
within the last fortnight, there is not a word
to indicato that such o thing &s a Sepurate
Schoo! bas ever existed up to this time in
Upper Canada, or that a Separate School
law has ever before received a Legislative
sanction. In fact the discussion on Mr.
Scott’s bill has turned entirely upen the
principle of Sectarian education, not upon
certain amendments to the present law on
the subject, which is the real point at issue.

While the press confines itself' to ex parie
statements and inflammatory appeals, it need
uot be wondered at that much misapprehen.
gion prevails on the suhject. Nay, we might

o fuither and say iguorance, tor we have

card more than one man of average intel-
ligence assert that there i8 at present no law
by which eny dinomimtivn can obtain a
share of the publiec money for the support of
its Schools.

For the benefit of thosc who may wish
to ascertain the exact importance of
the Bill, we shall endewvor to present a clear,
but brief sta'ement of the facts of the case.

Ever siuce our government took uny in-

-terest worthy of mention in education, pro-
vision has been made for scparate schools,
Up to 1850, however, the Jaw does not ap-
pear to have been of any practical import-
ance, Such education as could then he had
was enjoyed in common by ail sects. The
children of Protestunts and Roman Catholics,
fleshed their maiden jack-knives on the same
unpainted desk, drew inspiration occasionally
from the same copy of Cobbh’s spelling-book,
and helped the teacher to clmse squirrels
and rob bees nests with an unsectariau har-
mony which might be imitated with advan-
tage in these days,

n 1850 the school law was smended,
;mrtly, it appears, with the object of giving
nereased facilities for sectarian - education.
It was then provided that either Protestants
or Roman Catholics could establish separate
schools in case the teachers of the common
schools iu the ‘sections’ where they resided
held the opposite religious faith from them-
selves,

Each school was entitled to a share of the
school fund, in proportion to its average at.
tendance of pupils,  This was followed by
an explanatory Act in 1851, and by asup-
plementary Actin 1853, chiefly relating to.
details. )

Xn 1865 the separate school Act, which is
at present the law of the land, was enacted,

t repeals the Separate School clauses of
the Acts of 185061 and *53 so far as they
relate to Roman Catholics, and substitutes
others which were intended to he more effi.
cient in their operation. Here is n brief
digest of the law, and of Mr. Scott’s pro-
posed amendments, stripped of course of a
mass of technical detail and parliamentary
verbosity ¢

Five heads of families residing within a
School Section may call & meeting for the
purpose of establishing 2 Separate School
for Roman Catholicy, and if there ave not
less than ten persons—duly qualified—-pres-
ent, may then and there clect School Trus.
tees, who must also reside within the School
Section in which the School is to he cstab-
lished.

Mr, Scott's amendment mskes no men-
tion ‘of the number who must bhe present
at the meeting, and permits the election of
'rustees ‘resident within such Section or
adjotning Section.’

Any Koman Catholic residing within a

"School Seetion in which a Separate School

is ‘established, may become a supporter
thereof—and conseqnently be absolved from
peyment of the Common School rate—by
giving notice aanuully of his desire to be-
come s0, {0 the Clerk of the Municipality.

By 3r. Scott’s Bill any Roman Catholie
residing within three miles—in a divcet line
—of the site of o Separate School, will bave
the same privilege, und will not be required
to renew his notice annually to tho Cieck
of the Municipality.

“Every Separate School esiablished mder
the Act is entitled to u share of the annunl
Legislative 8chool Grant in proportion to
the number of pupiis attending it but it
the average attendance be & less number
than fifteén, it is'not entitled to any part of
that gwrant.  Mr. Seott amends this by omit.
ting the clanse rolatny to the necessary
averize attendance, and adding that Separ-
e Schools shall also be entitled ¢ to a shave
in all other public grauts, investinents and
allotments for Common School purposes
pow made or herenfter to be made by the
Provinice or the municipal authorities.”

These, we believe, are all the amendments
of any imporiance which the Rill makes in
the present law.  So far as they are likely
to injure our educational system they deserve
to be coridemned, but no good results can
come from a fiorce sectarian excitemont got
up on false pretences.

Will this Bill, if passed, finally close the
Sectarian School agitation?  This is an im-
portant query, and oue which we hope our
Roman Catholic {iiends will practically
answer in the adiemative. Ifor years past
this agitation has been a fertiia sourco of
mischief, a fiery foot-bull, to which your
crafty roystering candidate for political
honors had but to administer a few judicious
kicks and straizhtway he was surrounded by
a hooting, yelling, applanding crowd. [t
has made education no longer u subject for
wnpartial inquiry and philamhrepie effort,
but a mere puarty shibboleth, valuable in
proportion to its power to place this or that
candidate at the head of the polls. If this
pitiful state of things could be got rid of by
the passing of the Hill, that event would
not bo an unmitizated evil.

/' SKATING TOURNAMENT.

The Victoria Skating Rink occupies a
pleasant situation, opposite the Hozticultural
Gardens, on the corner of Gerravd and Sher-
borne street, in the eity of Toronto, Itwas
bui't in 1862, by Messrs, P, Arnold and
Orin Wardell.  The good management ot
the proprietors and liberal patronage of the
citizens soon made thns o fuvorite place for
winter recreation.

On Saturday, March 7, 1863, & giand prize
skating match came off ou this rink. It was
considered by skaters the great eveut of the
season, and many ‘fair women and brave
men ? looked forward to it whh delight. It
was the first of the kind that had taken place
in the city. The frost on Friday uight hard-
ened the ice sufficiently to adinit of skatiug
in the forenoon, aud mauny availed themselves
of the opporturity to practise fov the contest
in the afternoon. At twelve o’clock it was
thought advisable to huul down the flag, as
the frozen surface was being deeply cut by
the magie ivons. The ‘cuttings’ were then
swept off the ice to have it in better coudi-
tion for the coming sport at three o’clock,
Ahaout half past one, hundreds of the elile
from all parts of the city began to arrive.
Indulgent pa’s and loving ma’s cameto wit.
uess the agility of their charming davghters
on skates, who, in large numbers, attended
by their ever faithful country covsins, ulso
presented themselves. It was estimated that
wore than one thousand persons were pre-
sent at four o’clock, and it was computed by
the doorkeeper that at least four hun-
dred persons had passed in during the after-
uoun.

About half-past three o’clock the judges
advanced to the centre of the rink and re-
quested that the Jndies who wished to com.
sete for the first prize wou'd enter the ring.
There was a commotion among the specta-
tovs aud thirteen young ladies instantly rush-
ed forward. It reminded one of the pictures

of a fairy scene, as the skaters flitted hither
aud thither, surrounded by o largo circle of
enchanted adwmivers, while Maule’s quadvillo
band played many lively airs.
¢ A thousand hearts beut happly.
And all went metry as 0 amucriage bell,?

The ice, however, was in abad condition for
the larger ladies, and, in consequence, n fevr
fell by their skales breaking through, while
the younger and lighter ones glided along
without accident.  Beautiful skating was
now witnessed. The scenc presemied an
animated appearance,and joy wusunconlined,
while youth and heauty chased each other
with flying fect. A few, however, of the
skaters appeared nervous, and did not skate
as well us on other occasions. After some
tiwe the judges called to the centre of the
rink Miss Gustin, Miss Alice Worts, aud Miss
Elliott, and requested the others to leave
the ring, as it now lu.y'l)otween these three.
Mizs Worts was soon declarcd the successful
competstor. aad received the hadge of victory
amid the cheers of the spectators, Miss
Gustin was unmistakably a good szater, and
it was hard to judge which ought to carry off
the piize.

The second prize was then skated for,
twenty competitors entering., After a few
minutes Miss Elliott was awarded the prize,
a silver flower stand.  Miss CGustin did not
eater for this, as it was open only to ladies
of two years® experience. The thivd prize, a
silver roedal, was for gentlemen, and a largo
number entered, hut the dce wasso soft that
only vouths could skate. The competition
wa3 20 eveuly balanced between Master H.
Switzer and Magter Fred. Perking that it
was decided to give cach a prize, The fomth
prize, & gold skate, was for all lady skaters
of twelve years and older. Forty-five com-

etitors entered.  The prize was awarded to

liss L. Wright. The fifth prize was a gold
skate to the second best lady skater of twelve
years and older. The judges could not de-
cide between Miss Fanuy Wright and Miss
Rosa Rossin, and gave each a prize. The
sixth prize, a silver cuyp, for boys under 14
yoars of age, waswon by Master Wiilie Hen-
derson. The seventh prizo was a silver cup,
for hoys under six years of age. Ouly two
entered—Moaster H. Mason and Master E.
Rutherford.  The judges decided to give
each n prize. _The judges wero Mr. J. O.
Heward, Mr. E. W." Rutherford, Mr. John
Boulton, and Mr. John Leys; and they gave
entire satistaction to all.

PRESENTATION OF THE PRIZES3.

The prizes were presented on Saturday,
March "14th, by his Worship, the Mayor.~
Abont 4 o'clock & circle was formed, inside
of which those who were to receive them
were formed in line facing the Mayor, who
said he had covsented to perform the pleas.
ing task of presenting the prizes which were
awarded by the proprietors of the rink to
the young ladies and gentlemen who had
won them at the recent skating waich. He
would have liked very much to have heen
present on that ocnasion to witness the
skating, for he had no doubt the matches
were admirably and keenly contested, and
that the prizes hud been properly awatded.
He was glad 10 know that there were such
capital skaters at that rink-— especially
amony the young ladies. He would further
say that a very good lesson might be taken
from the exertions of the competitors at
the recent match, one that might well be
remembered with great advantuye by every
child in the city, and that wags, thut anything
that was worth doing at all was worth doing
well. He would say to the young ladies
and gentlemen present that ibey could get
all the pleagure and recreation which they
required by attending the skating riuk,
which was far hetter than that attendant
upon & heated ball.room. He was glad to
see that the ladies had been so successful,
and that Miss Worts, although so_little a
girl, stood first on the Jist, His Worship
then called np Miss Worts, and after address.
ing & few complimentary remarks to her,
presented her with the first prize (a silver
flower stand) awid loud applavse.

 The portrait of this beautiful girl, Miss
Alice Worts, is given on our first page.—
Thouzh so accowplished in the charminz
art of flitting ou the ice like a fairy, she i3
only ten yenrs old. Her prize was the silver
flower stand, represeuted on the,upper right
comer of noxt page. The second prize
given to Miss Elliott, who 80 nearly equalled
Miss Worts, was a flower stand of the same
material and form, The golden skates were
three in number, miniatures to be attached
to watch guards, Our picture shows two.
James (. Worts, Esq., the eminent dis-
tiller of Trinity street, addressing the Mayor
and the assembly said, he took great plea-
sure in thanking the proprietors of the rink,
and the judges who had awarded that beau.
tiful prize to his daughter. Not only did he

silver cup.

consider it an honour by s beinz the first
prize won on that vink, but beeauvse it was
the first thut had ever been won ut a prize
skatiur watch in this city.  He was glad (o
sce that the young ladies took such plessare
in that invigorating cexereise 3 and if they
toolk plenty of enjoyinent ou the ice, he was
sure they would wll have rosy checks and
good bealth. (Applause) [t was well
inown that the women in Eagland took n
great deal of out-door exereise, and that was
why they were so bealthy. He was glad to seo
that this prize match had come oif on the
Victoria rink, aud he trusted that such a
praise-worthy example would he followed by
the proprictors of otber vinky in the city.
He thouyght that next year an improvement
might be made in the disizibution of prizes
by offering one for youny Jadies over fourteen
years of age.  But of cvurse il couid nat e
expecled that eversthing could be under-
stood at the first match, He stood befuro
his Worship on skates, and he tbought if
every person ade so much progress ou
skates as he had done since he commeznced
to Jearn they would get on vapidly, Hs wos
happy to say thut he had five children on
siates on the rink, and he hoped every
other gentleman would follow his example
and let their children engage in the pleasing
and healthful excreise.

The Mayor~-I bave seven chiidren eble
to skate, and that beats you, Mr. Worts.

Another geutleman shouted that he had
nine at least able to skate (aund how many
mote wo were unable to liwar, us the specta-
tors were ull laughing heartily at thiy com-
petition hetween the geutiemen as to who
had tho. greatest numbeor of children on
skates.)

The Mayor then called Miss Elliott, aud
after complimenting ber for her saccess in
obtaining a tirst prize (which was equal 1o
that given to Miss Worts) presented it to
her. His worship in like munner presented
the other prizes to to those who had won
them ag follows : Master Wiilic Hendersor,
Master Herbert Muson, Master 1. Ruthe..
ford, Miss Rossin, Miss Alice Kingsford,
(extra prize) Master H. Switzer, and Master
Fred Perkina.

Three hearty cheers were then givenfor
the Mayor, who in reply euid that if it swers
near election time he would be tempted o
iuflict & spesch upon those present; but as
that time was u good way off he would
merely thank them.

The ice was in pretty good condition, and
as there was o band of wusic present, all
greatly enjoyed themselves, mauny of them
by duncing quadrilles.  Tle greatest praise
is due to the proprietors of this riuk for the
excellent wmanner in which everything con
neeted with it bad been cavned out.  This
cannot fuil to secure u very large nowber of
subscribers next year.

The silver (lower stands, were manufuce
tured by Mr. J. M. Eilis, jeweller, King
street,  They are Greciun in style, The
base is triungular, supporied by ¢oiphins,—
The Huted'columns are eighteen inches bigh,
with thvee hauldsome pauels, with the Thico
Graces and ornanents of wrms nieely set on
each. The silver hrackets at top of the
columny are festooned with chains—sur-
mounted with a evystal flower dish, These
artieles, valued at $50 cuch, wete purchused
by subsemption.  Mr. Ellis presented the
miniature golden skates. Tie proprietors
gave the silver medal, und Mr. John Boyd a
We presume the other prizes
were purchased by subscription,

NORTH AMERICAN’HOTEL, FERGUS,

This elegant edifice, of which a represen-
tation is given on page 251, is situate in tho
village of Feryus, inthe county ut Weliing-
ton, on the Owen Souud road. It is a thrce
storied stone building aund eonstructed in the
most approved style aud of substautial mate-
rials. “ihe exterusl appearavce is imposing
and attractive, while the internal arrango-
ments of' the house are in every way condu-
vive 10 comlort und convenience. On the
st floor thers ave o large sitting-room, n
reading-room, n large cowmodious dining-
voom with kitchen attached, and barroom.
The second iloor contaics twe sitting-rooms
ard six bed-rooms, excellently furnished,
together witha large coneert hall, while the
third stoiy iy devoted exclusively to bed-
rooms, and contains sixteen.

- Jawmes Whyte Esg., who bas recently
become the proprictor, has newly fitted out
every department of the Louse in first ciass
style and with elegant and costly furniture.
From the urbanity and experience of that
gentleman and attentiveness of his servants
and attcndants and the other secommoda.
tions above referied to, this House rec ym-
mends itself to the public us a fisi class
Hotel aud one of the best houses for the
accommodation of travelers and lod:zers West
of Toronto.



