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axk, the Empress Hotel, Government
loUEe, and the Parliament Buildings,

h are pronounced by experts to
"0vno equal in any province in the

]0nion, and to which there is now
course of erection an addition of

ey granite which will cost over
$1,000,0 00.

tlve denominations are taking steps
to build magnificent churches, and the
U.le, schools and colleges are well
euipped and abreast of the times.
The commercial trade of Victoria,

bth Wholesale and retail, is very ex-
yelasive, and the bank clearings last

ae ir exceeded that of any other city
of it population in Great Britain, Can-"da or the United States.

ce elimate of Victoria is consid-
Ceed t be the finest in the world, ex-
ne ng that of any part of California;
ai extreme of either heat or cold,
ret voderate rainfall. The Japan cur-
tiot circling around the southern por-

lf Vancouver Island tempers the,ciruate, st
o at, a the Gulf Stream does that
fro tngland Snow is almost unknown,
eris t 8 seldom experienced, and flow-brooin in, the gardens all the year
rOuld The winter rain is not un-
rleasant, and the geographical ar-

estent Of the mountains to the
at West and south is such that theWilds are stripdo

befr0 r ripped of their moisture
sult r reaching Victoria, with the re-
t0 that the rainfall here, according
half eteorogical statistics, is about
ethat on the lower mainland, the

inch for ten years being only 28
Per year.

'titoria as a place of residence bas
Westctions which no other city In the
l Ftedpoesses. She is the undis-

c ommercial, political and social
rer lier society is of the highest
4 d, and is equal to that of any city

erica.

As to trade and commerce, Victoria
is coming into her own. She has two
fine harbors, the outer for large ocean-
going vessels, and the inner for small-
er ones. Both harbors are at all times
easy of access, and practically free
from fog. Over 2,500 vessels berthed
at the outer harbor last year, and over
3,000 at the inner harbor, with an ag-
gregate tonnage of four and a half
millions. The vessels, freight and
passengers have doubled in three
years. The city now bas two railways,
and when the Seymour Narrows is
bridged, will become the terminal of
at least three trans-continental rail-
ways. Victoria is the only Canadian
seaport on the direct route between
Europe and the Orient by the Panama
Canal, and is thus the natural gateway
of the Pacifie Coast; and being nearer
the grain-growing centres of Alberta
and Saskatchewan than any port on
the Atlantic Coast, this city Is sure
to become the greatest wheat store-
house in the world, the distributing
centre of the whole of Western Can-
ada. The wheat of the prairie prov-
inces must come to the Pacific Coast.
This is the opinion of no less author-
ities than Sir William White of the
C. P. R. and Mr. Hugh Paterson of
Winnipeg.

The bridging of Seymour Narrows,
the extension of the outer harbor, and
the erection of immense grain eleva-
tors here are being vigorously agitat-
ed, and these projects are being favor-
ably entertained by the Dominion Gov-
ernment.

I have thus endeavored to give as
correctly as possible the past, the pres-
ent, and the certain future of one of
the most beautiful cities in the world,
a city that is becoming daily more
beautiful and more important.


