
I)I~EMBE I6H, i86]*HE CANADIAN MILITIA GAZETTE.

operations in the field itself. It is ail very well for a commander of a
force to look clown at the nîap, and say that hie will move a battery here
and a battalion there. His reasons for making these inovements must
he based on information which miust have reached himi from the front,
anld this information can oniy corne in the shape deslpatches, all of which
niust bie sent in time. Tlhe unipires of these tactical exercises have, with
very great dîscretion, not miade the l)ractice too difficuit to start with;
but it w~iIl lie necessary, in the course of tinie, to create a more advanced
(iass, who shall participate in the practice under conditions as nearly
approximlating as po5ssie to the conditions of actual warfarc.

Here we may venture to mnake soine suggestions and give sonie
informiatio4 whichi we trust will be of valuc to those who have not yet
feit disposed to take p)art in these tactical rehersals. Tlhe ganie is lot a
ganic inii ny sense of the word, and any officer whio is comipetent to deal
with qulestions of tactics is fuliv conipetent to play the WVar Gaine. 'l'le
process is a simple one. His naine is set down to play on a certain day,
and1, assisted by bis next in conmand, hie has the opportunity a couple
of days îrcviousiy of closely cxamnining the mnal, and of learning the
nature of the force under bis commiand, ind the information as to the
hostile force which has been obtained bv bis intelligence departmient.
Uîîon the nial and upon this information lie writes out his orders, which
hie forwards to the umipire-in-chief. On the day appointed for the gaine,
the players find assistant umpires placed at their disposai, who execuite
aIl the nechanical work of placing the pieces on the mal), and of carry-
ing out the written orders of the layers theniselves. Tlhe 1practices arc
thus rendered free from ail unnecessary difficulties of a technical charac-
ter; and as we have before said, any offcer who is comipetent to pass an
exaînînation in tactics, ought to be conipetent, to a greater or less extent,
to flay the War Game with success. It is with regard to the writing out
01 orders that a great difliculty may he cxlperîenced b>' neophytes. Tlo

those who wish to attain anything like a mnoderate standard of perfection
in this, a niost vital part of rnilitary duty, wc cannot do better than
recornîend the l)erusal of a boo0k published by Messrs. Clowes and Sons,
l>eing lectures delivered at the staff college by Major Clarke. %%e have
no hesitation in stating that no officer bias even an approximnate idea of
%what înilitary wvork in the field realiy is, until hie bas read this book. On1
page 139 will be found a inodel set of orders whîch, of course, miust bc
read subject to correction, but whichi would give intending l)layers a fair
idea of how to begin their work.

Corresponderice.

T he Editor dtsires à distitictly tisdertooJ that he dots i,01 hold hImistIÇ respofl%iide for the ojiit,
expre..sed by correspondeîîîs.
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AN FI'tISQI>E o OI*' iE FESIAX KA111 0l' 1870.

'l'o tlhe Eitoi- oifthe <AUinddtanfi lViÙ Ga-ell.

'rhroîigh severail of tlho pàst titttîl)erS ol' pur inost cre(litale m.zri us a
historical sketch of the Canadian nîiilitia front the pen or Lieut. -Col. Oswaid, the
prescrit cominandr o>f the Niontreal Garrison Artillcry. 1 wolild have reilainied in
nl)scuirity, sa far as the readers of the Mîî.î'rî.A GAZETTE were concernied, but for an
qýagcr desire tu miake this historical sketch more conmplete ly doing justice bu twemty.
ilhrce gooti men of the brigade M. G.. A., who under i>i conmnid fornied part of the
i.11rrison of lsle-Aux-Noix for six days, <luring the Fcniani raid or 180 Our lîtle
I'and deserve niotice, and wili, 1 arn sure, thank yout for yuur kindnless ini giving mie in
~iilorttunity of reniedying an oversighb.

On Saturday, the 21st May, 1870, the following appicared iii the Miontrent Daily,
1I7/nes.r: -Brigade M,%ontreal G;arrison Artillery.-T'he brigade %vili p~arade at the
drilli hall <în Monday eveniîîg next, the 23rd inst., at half-past seven, iii mui marching
Orcler, lîreparatory to parade andi iflsj)ctioil on the 24 th (lier Macîyslirthday).
t irders iil be given on Nlonday as to the uit, , on the 24-1. illv embher is
(,X\pectcd te) be prescrit at tliese Parades. By order, R. J. Nvicks;,ecd,) lie.utenantî and
oting adijutanit."

The parade on \loncay was wvvIl attended, 201 being presclit.
l'he voluinteer force or Montreal mtîstered on lier Majcsty's lirthiday. ou tilt

Chamip-de- Mars, andi were informied hy Col. O)sborne Smith that an attenipt wvas again
aibott w be miade to invade Caiiada by the Fenians, anid the voluntcrs would o>nce
ilure îbe calledti go to the troi. T'his anîlounicelient ws recciveti with pro.<nged
checrs. Owing to the wet weaîher the men wvcre suon disînîssed, but it wvas annoincetI
that. one officer and twenty-fctir men would be requircd front ite (irrisoni Artillery, to
]cave in the evening for Fort Lennox, Isie-Aux-Noix. licre was a chance for nie to
snicll powdcr, and cannon powder too-no doing infantry iluty in bine coats. To
1ake charge of saîie dSecn 24 and 18 pouinders, wvith the alust certainty ot using their
so<lid sb(.î andi shrapnel contents against living targets t>rie<i or ni) country's fces, was
to)n great a temptauion 10 resist. Thcre was no> prol>ability of the reniainder of Imy
1 rigadle lîeing ordered t0 the front, so 1 oflered iny ser.ices tu Col. Nlackay, andi then
to Col. Osborne Smnith. They were pleased to acccpt them. in a few minutes 1 had
nade arrangements with mny parmner in law, Mr. George Nincrae, had packed up, in

a "cry smaill valise, a change of uniform, and wvas down aî the drill hall again bu select
liîy volunteers.

Some fort y offered their services, but as only hait that nunmber were required, a
sorting out took place. l'le result was soon known; the nmen chosen representing, as
n ly as possible, every ilattery in the brigade. M y eornmand was cornposcd of the
f. lwing mnen:- Sergt. A. Fraser, laborer; Corps. R. WVilson, machinist, and A. Finlay,
f ierk; Gunners W. Addison, engineer; John R. Barlow, ieltii.ker; M. Birnie,

pninter; WValter Bowie, chandier; D). Buchanan, storeian; John Curry, carver; F.
Clarke, clerk; John Clarke, cierk; S. Dunlop, printer; Jeunes Hliggs, laborer; John
1-berner, gentleman; James Holmes, cooper; John imnes, gentleman; Peter Ledwidge,
laborer; Thomas Stapleton, lahorer; E. Matthews, clerk; W. Morrison, tinsmith;
John Sutherland, plumber; A. Sinith, brass-finisher, and H-. W~eeks, machinist.

There were 22 baclielors ani two married mnen, we inciuded 22 Protestants and
two Romlan Catholics.

At live p.nî. we marched to the Bonaventure station, %vith iletacliîments frontm the
nîher corps, and left 1», train fu;r. St. Johns ait 7 V. tu Col. Osborne Sinith there bid
mie gooci iye, and 1t ook speciai train to Stottsville, a stationia short distance fruîîî the
river in wlîich lay IsIe-Aux-Noix; destined, as 've tliuught, bu be our L.(nie for sotie
tinte, or ur grave forever. After procuring guides to) the rîverside, as the nlight wvas
(iesj)erately dark, 1 ordered the meii to break olicn a package of anîmnuinit ion and pilace
it ini their ball bags, as we were theiî but ten utîiles tront rite l-,uutn<lary Iiie wlhere the
eiîeiny were known bu le, After a tew words ut insi ructiei bu iii>' non-cons., wve
startcd for the landing place at St. Valenuin, anîd wvtru lerriid uver the western
clîaiîiei. We landcd u (lit Islanul- -wcere chalkiîgcd by the senitries--the dira%% bridge
wvas iowered, and we suuud, aI 2.30 unI WedniesdaI.y nîorniig, in the square of Fort
Lcnnox, reported the arrivai of nîy colinami tu Lieut. F.. \V. Davics, uf tlie Royal
Canadian Rifles, wvho lookced as if lie couid have dispensed wvitii tliis;itemi of mnilitary
dlut>', andi in a few% iintes tue mii and isuisf were asieep) in harracks. Nexi mnt-
iîg, 1 was invited t10 jon te prîvate table of Ntr. andi Nirs. 1)avies, so lonig as 1
reiîîained ini the Fort: thc saine cuurtesy- had beeiî extcnded to Lient. G. A. French,
R. A., wvîo lhad heen i)iacet ini cunian< ut (bc garrison o)f isIe-Aux-Noix. We formced
a vcry amîiable quartette; Mr%. I>avies, a whiloin b>elle ot St. * Johnis, j)retty, cflgagiIig,
iierry and joyous, as wis bccoming to a bride of but a feu' nîomiýths; M r. 1)avies, a
good type uf the Engiish arîîîy omeier, even teipered, stalwart, plucky andi eîergetic,
a ri> conv-ersationalist, albeit iîow sonîeuhat'ditcutenied at the brcaking uip ot that
fine ,"oli corps tu wvhich hie beloiîged, the Royal Canadian Rifles. Nlr. French was a
clever, weli.rcad, painstakîing officer, kind bearteed, ]lis eyes anid lips flashing or bul,-
lling over with mierrinient suppressed or expressed, yet withal a stcrn discipliîîariatî,
as twvo of niy mien tound out wvhen îiîey ignorantiy transgresscd the Mttin>' Act and
articles of war. 1'Iere wîas also ini the Fort a stafl'.surgeon, wvith a large fatmiiy, andI a
governess, a handsonîe woniaiî, w~ho lookcd as if the task uf teachiîîg the yuhfül
ideas how to shoot Nvas a 1)ainttii andI wearisomec une, If the shooting Wvas interior,
the sliouting wvas not, blut spoke volumes for their fattlieur's medicai skill andi the licaltby
conldition of their broiîchial tubes.

The garnison proper consistcd of about thirty meni of the Royal Canadian Rifles,
wlîo had been kepî on duty at the request ut the Dominion guvertntent until this
"scare" had 1îabsed off. They were fine looking oid soidiens, iîuch decorated wiulî
niedals. Their salute was s<> îrecise andi elaborate that I dreaecd going licar ami>' of
theni for tear of putting theni bu so îîîuch trouble anti painîs. 1 tnscd to slink round by
the ditch rather than pass the guard molli. *''h dllter raiscd ini lîuîor ot îmy appear-
ance wvas really more than a îîîodest mati could becar -if tbu ofien repcated.

Isle-Atîx-Noix is a fia( islanul btt litile aoî'e the levcl of the river Richelieu, con-
aingaltogether albout eiglîîy'five acres. It lies abou)tt liii anîd une-baif utiles front

tuie loundary line, andi is ini ait excellent situationi tu intercept the % bule comminunica-
ttoit by water witli Lakc Chanmplain, it is, cuîiscquenily, a muost imnportanît inlitary
stationî, and lias always becmî fortifletl %'itlî ail the care ils conîmianding position
deservcd. Il i5 miiy intenltion if )-ou, Mr. liditor, arc tvillimig, lu give ant Iistorical
sketch of tbis Island, showiiîg the vicissitudes it. fotificationîs amni buildings ]lave
undergonte. At preseili 1 can but give a tew details as 1 sau' thein. Fort L.ennux is
a large, squtare bastioned tort, coveriîîg albout tell acres. ht is sîîrr>utlcîd Iby a %vcî
ditci andi a lotN- stoekade. T1he initerior is onec vast l)araide gronî wîth buildings onî
thc îîurth, east andi %'est sides or faces, the south side, tacîing III) the river totvarls
Lake C'hamp>lain, being îrotedted by the wall and i araîlet. lInIlle cenître uf iluis
face is a1 saîly port leadimîg bu an advanced wurk, redani or lt'che, the rond crossing the
diteli by a dna-wlbridIge, as o11 tlie north side.

The oicers' quarters antI the offices are situate on the norîlu sidt'. The we'st side
is tilled tmp lî> the nien's barracks, andti he cast parapet inutets the store roimns anîd
the mîagaz.ine. AIl these buildings arc I ailt of stohle anid iiîislie.l ini a itost perfect
iîîainmîn 'The central 'cýuarc or Paradie grtud is covered itî grass, and %vas kept
nceatly slîaveiî and îniiimied.

'lheî shores uftheb river are soitiîwlîat low, btut the foliage %v'as ricli ai this tinie,
and bthe passimîg river crafî addil nînieh tw the interest ut the scelle. 1 na>' liere atit

thtnu vesselb wcre tIoedl pass the Fort dîtring bie niglît lime on piain ut leing
fired mbt wiîhout parley.

'lhere tverc seVeril iiuie slîa<e brees growi ng un dit raiilants. . it ce.rtinly was
îîîost agreeal lu lie uitder these trets ini the cool early sunlîniier evnigs, in the got
cuilipaiy 1 have linîeitîd, luuking out over the river, anti at the rtu'uîs uf the varions
buildings anîd works, slîipyards, &c., wii existed inifriî' yeans, and arc nuw%
n1innlients of the waste!ftintess ot war, andi the ravages oft imie.

'The wcek wore on, l>eing filly oecupied bj> p)arades, alerts, lieavy gun drill, tilliiig
gun c-irtridlges, inîspectionî ut stores, &c. A buat iîicket wvas sent out every eveiîîlg Il

iusk, t> a short dhistanice tp ilic river, anid reinainetl otit until dawnl.
1 went to St. Johns on l"ritlay, reitiprtecl nîyselt tîm Capt. (Ilyn, ut tce l'. C. .

rifle bîrigadie, asked for orders, anîd brouglit back sune liccessaric'. for illy ownl detacli-
ient. < )n saturdly, NI r. i vies andI bis tur(erly-servaîii.t lIt for Rttse's Pouint, lu

recnilitr. 'lic rtiîi Ille leiiains snarllmiig aIl <wer the railuýay station andth ie
town. dlistheartenecl b>' their reccpti<Jn ait 'Front river, andi Ntriking for linie atten strik.
ing at('ma.

l'le Reî'. Nir. Lt>ckbart ronducted div iiî< >crvic: ini it irricks gn Sunday. 1
noticed blit lie looked mther disnial, anîd %%as tolti that lie wva., paid aeccrliug tu the
ninhiier ot ien wvln attended his ilînistratiomis. Nuo%%, ty~ giî'ing leave te) alîmiosi a1h
mn>' 1tîtiîîmb Ilati nniuitimîgiy roltieti hin ut soine mloite> cuuisidematiomî. (tii
Nlonday, bit 301h Niay', 1 receivedj orters lu rettirii to Nfontreal. \'c were ail satlly
tiisappoiintel rit ihte rceipi t oftits cuuniniand, jîm't as * we utre tegiiîmîing lu enju>' evemi
the routine ut inîlitary- lite svtei bin routine %% as e.\acucti Iîy conîîîetcnt mien andt
good stîltiers. I lowever. tilere ivas iiutliig for it butt ulmetience. Ni>' servant, J imiîy
Iliggs, brushed mi> bootus for thîe lasi tinte, amni the harrack sergeant sent in bis

l'le report ufth bbc narching ut inspecuioni ot barrack stores;, at the banmacl.s,
at Isie-Aux-Noix, lost, daniageti, t>r desiroyed, chargeabi e b l bit tlchîcmt ut
Niontreail Garnison Artilk'r>, on thîe 31st NIay, 1870, is (fuite a cîtriosîty.

.Nly sergeant, an uld regular, shtuid have exaiined every article with the banrack
mlaster befone taking themît uver un Our arrivaI. 1"niiing l, (Io ibis, he laid hinmself
open bu) tbe tender nterdes. ut the îarrack, ilaster, who, as a niatten of course, takes ait
opportune advanîage ot the careless coînpanty. Wc were, conseqmently, chanî ged for
asticîes which the sergeat said were never there, anti fon dirty articles which were nul
dlean >vhen we entered the moins. So 1 hacl nothing for it but to pa j$7. go fur wisdomîs
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