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. WITNESS AND OATHOLIC CHRONIOLE.

9

L

The follovﬁiffg is the correct’ transl,
of the Latin :— _

‘I must say that your religicus son-"
_siderations and your entreatiesgive
me courage to brave the indjgn
men, 88 well as the fear of offnding
them, and give testimony to thefruth.
I am, however, more de;.]gmin "to do

on

what I think my duty, by the #spect I
owe to God Almighty and to*ll His

Saints., For I well know that th¢ mar-
velous works of God must oby the
Divine law- rather than Lumean-gom-

mands. For this reason, despite)the
terrible threats of the nobles ofiGer-
many, who want to prevent mefrom
ever revealing to anyone whomsiever
the fearful death of my master, Myrtin

Luther, I shall not keep the tmlth p-

tive in my mihd ; but for the glory of
Christ Jesus, and the .edification o the
whole Ohristian world, I do now pulish
what I have witnessed with my 9wn
eyes; what I do know better than Any-
one else can pretend to know, and évhat
I have related to the Nobles at Eiskben ;
and 1 do so not through hatred of mny-
one, nor the desire to gain apptrobgion,
good favours, or grace with anyody
whatsoever.

“The following is what has hsapyfned.
Martin Luther, being at Eisleben with
several nobles of Germany, allowed Lim-
self to be overcome by his habitual in-
temperance, and drank with so nfuch’
excess that we were obliged to farry
bim off, absolutely helpless with dink,
and to put him to bed.” : ;

Here the tranmslater interrupts the
document to state that it was pubicly
kuown everywhere that Luther draik to
excess. He could take five Gerftan
quarts of wine at a meal. He usedto
boast “of eating like a Bohemian and
drinking like a Dutchman.” “To be
put on low diet,” he used to say, “® to
live miserably. Let us eat and drink as
much as possible and give thanks to God
for His good things.,” No daabt the
Holy Gospel of Jesus Christ needed
“ paring down” or reformation to bring
it to the level of this lewd, unchaste and
gluttonous apostate. After this short
interruption the servant’s story runs
on: .

“ Having wished him & good night, we
retired to our own roome and went to
bed, never fearing or dreaming of any-
thing to go wrong. Next morning we
went back to our master as usual to
belp him to get up and dress. On enter-
ing his room-—oh, shocking to relate [—
our said Master Martin was hanging
from his bed, and miserably strangled !

“ At this ghastly sight we were hor-
ribly frightened. And without delay we
ran to the noble Princes, his guests of
the night before, and announced to them
the execrable end of Luther.

“These, terrified no less than we wers,
requested us at once, and by a thousand
promises and solemn a ijurations, to keep
the most profound silence for ever and
for ever, about this awful event, in order
that nothing might be divulged. They
then requested us to take down the hor-
rible corpee of Luther and place it Into
his bed, and tell the people that my
Master Luther had suddenly died. I
confess that, touched by the entreaties
of the nobles, and bribed by their muni-
ficent promises, we, like the guards at
the Saviour's tomb, were determined to
act as they wished, had not th invin-
oible power of truth advised us to follow
a different courss. For human respect,
fear, hope of gain, can sometimes hush
the truth; but the voice of Religion
and remorse of conscience, soon or Jate,
prevail over such oppressions.”

We know of only one other arch-
traitor to Christ and His Church who
suflered a death of this kind. It was
Judas, who paid for his betrayal by end-
ing his life by the rope. Of course this
story of Luther's closing scene has been
religioualy kept from the world; but it
is none the less authentic and true.
What & strange institution is that
church which could glory in such a
founder! I8 it any wonder that the
divisions, uncertainties and contradic-
tions of Protestantism exist to-day ? No
wonder that they advocate divorce and
seek to make out that marriage is
merely a civil contract. Poor Luther|
Paorer Protestantism |

" _RME PARIS FUNDS,
A couple of months ago the Fremeh

fund which had been deposited in Paris.
The cour} ordered Munroe & Co. to im-
mediately deliver the money to Mr.
Justin McCarthy. But the judgment
stipulates thad Mr. Patrick Egan’s signa-
ture must be obtained before the funds
can be disposed of. However, according
to the law of France, thexe is an inter-
val of three mionths allowed for appeal
from the judgment, and until the’expira-
tion of Lhat time it eannot be drawn.
We may safely conclude that the Par-
liamentary Party will not come into pos-

| =mession of the funds before the middle of

October. There iz no reason—legal,
moral; or otherwise—why a part of the
fund may not be used for the benefit of
the cause, in relieving the necessities of
the party. But decidedly it is expected
that & goodly share will go to the eviected
tenants. It will be a grand relief when
that fund question is forever settled. No
matter for what good purpose the money
is used, it is better than to have it
locked up in & banking house, while the
repreeentatives of the people are forced
to appeal to public generosity.

On the fourth of July, Mr. Justin Me-
Carthy addressed a meeting in London,
&t which he said that the government is
determined to carry the evicted tenants’
bill at the present gession. He
gaid that the Home Rule oon"
flict cannot last much longer now. He
would ten times prefer the concession
from the Liberals; but were the Tories
to come into power, they would soon dis-
cover the necessity of the Irish votes and
would develop a latent sympathy for
Home Rule.

As to the sympathy of the Tories—
latent or otherwise—we have our mis-
givings, We don’t, however, deny the
fact that they might find it ex-
pedient, advisable, and even necessary
to do what Ireland has been so long ask-
ing ; but not on account of sympathy for
the canse—rather wounld it be due to fear
of the consequence were they to act
otherwise. However, under all these
ripples upon the surface we can easily
perceive how the deep and irresistible
current is flowing onward to the ocean
of Irish liberty. Even the less noise is
made the more striking is the progress
and the more apparent the gathering
strength of the Home Rule cause. The
Times and its friends have always sought
“to lash the Irish into open expressions”
{touse the words of Goldwin Smith), for
they knew well that the louder the ex-
pression the less effective the action,
To their great dismay they now perceive
that the Irish are bent on action more
than on words; and the result is that
some fine morning people who deemed
Home Rule *“a dead issue’’ will awaken
to hear that Ireland has secured poli-
tical, legislative and national autonomy.

This release of the Paris Funds will
be another step in the right direction;
it will be a great help to the party and
to the people. Wonderful has been the
spontaneous generosity of the Irish at
home when Mr. McCarthy placed the
position recently before them, Surely
so much good will, noble gentiment and
generous patriotism will not go long un-
rewarded. We are anxious to see the
evicted tenants’ bill carried, for we know
it will be tbe herald ray of dawn—and in
ite track must come the “sunburst” of
Home Rale.

A terrible drowning disaster is report-
ed from Mad, near Tokay, in Northern
Hungary. A ferryboat, which was
orossing the river Theiss, near the town,
July 1, was capsized with 200 people on
board, It is reported that about 100 of
the pasgengers were drowned,

court pronounced judgment in the mat- }
of | ter of the Irish national parliamentary

EDITOBIXL NOTES.

Mgz. FRANK HART says that he is
really glad to be relieved of his duties on
the Board of School Commissioners, but
he thinks a firagrant injustice has heen
doneto the Irish people in disposing of
their chosen representative without con-
sulting them through their member of
parliament.

!'i

AT the recent meeting, held in Ottawa,
of the different representatives of British
colonial interests, there were prominent
Irish Catholics from different parts of
the civilized world. It is another evi-
dence of the important positions oc-
cupied by members of our race the
world over. Amongst the leading
statesmen and representative men from
the antipodes may be mentioned the
Hon. Mr. Fi‘zgerald, a grand type of the
Irishman and & living illustration of the
success that the developed talents ol
our people have carved out for them in
lands beyond the seas. In this issue
we give our readers a report of thesplen-
did speech delivered by one of our own
Irish-Catholic representatives, in the
person of Hon, Solicitor-General Curran,
in reply to the toast of the Parliament
of Canada at the grand banquet given
in Ottawa, in honor of the imperial
delegates.
***

IN our next issue we will give an ap-
preciation of the grand work that is be-
ing done by the Catholic Summer
School of America. This remarkable
institution is bringing together some of
the leading men of the United States,
and the little town of Plattsburgh, on
the shores of Lake Champlain, puts on
the appearance of a University town,
during the few weeks of the session. It
would be difficult even in a lengthy re-
port to convey an idea of all that trans-
pires of deepest interest. Some of the ad-
dresnes during the first week were really
wonderful efforts, especially those of the
Rev. Dr. Conaty, President of the School,
and Rev. Joseph H, McMahon—of the
New York Cathedral. In next week’s
True WITNEss we will atrive to convey
an idea of the effects produced by such
men as these, and of men like Father
Halpin,S.J., Prof. Robinson of Yals, and
Father Elliott, the famous Paulist.

*"
THERE is a question of holding the
next convention of Jewish Rabbies in
Montreal. If auch be realized we would
be glad, aa this is a great Catholic centre,
and the more and the higher the repre-
sentatives of non-Catholic bodies that we
have the better it ullimately must be.
Here thoee leading men of creeds out-
side our Church have an opportunity of
beholding Catholicity not only in ite
externals and grandeur, but also in the
social life and in the beauty thatit flings
around the home,
*.-I

To smow the appreciation in which
Ireland's great Tribune, O'Connell, is
held by the first and brightest character
of our age—the reigning Pope—we clip
the following tribute to the illustrious
dead from a recent Roman despatch :

“The Pope on Sunday received twenty
Roman and foreign [adies belonging to
the Association for the Asgistance of
Poor Churches. Among those present
were two Misses O’Connell, descendants
of Daniel O'Connell. The Pope was es-
pecially gracious to these two ladies,
with whom he conversed regarding their
ancestors, naming him *“the great Irish

atriot.” His Holiness said that when
fifty yeara ago he was staying in Eng-
lind be made the acquaintance of
0'Connell, whom he had also heard speak
in the Houss of Commons, and the aged
Pontiff went on to give a vivid descrip-
tion of a sitting of the House, when
O'Connell delivered one of his brilliant
and incisive replies to the Minlster of

Ihe day‘"

THE LORDS OF THE HICKORY

Will Meet ou Saturday—A Grand Game.
Expeoted,

The Montreal and Shamrock teams,
on Saturday, the 28th, will again enter
into the struggle with each other for the
grand title of champions of Canada and
the World. Four a quarter of a century
these teams have faced each other on
the field, and for a quarter of a century
lacrosse, a8 played by them, has been
the criterion of the world. The Indiane,
the fathers of lacrosse, and thirly years
ago its most brilliant exponents, suc-
cumbed once to the superior prowess of
the Shamrock boys, and they never re-
gained their ascendancy. Since them
they have yearly receded in the race,
until now the * intermediates” could
most likely * whitewash” the finest
Indian team that could be put forward.

When the Indians were the lorda of
ihe hickory, and the Shamrocks and the
Mbontrealers were budding white teams
playing the game-on the primeval Indian
rules, lacrosse was & vastly different
game to what we see to-day. Science
was an unknown quantity ; rubber run-
ning shoes, lacrosse sticks with guards,
and other invaluable accessories, the
fruit of the white man’s fertile brain,
were unknown,and the players,whiteand
red, considered themselves well equipped
if they went on the field with & pair of
ordinary pants, & pair of moccasins and
unlimited endurance. There was won-
derful scope in those days for the diaplay
of individual brilliancy, and a player
who bad captured the ball would no
more think of surrendering it to one of
his own side tban to his opponent. The
acme of prowess in those days was to
tfreeze” on to it until they were near
enough to shoot it through the op-
ponent’s goal. It is easy to understand,
therefore, that the player who happened
to have the ball had an exceedingly in-
teresting time until ne lost it again.

The Shamrocks, it seeme, were among
the first to apply their intellects to im-
prove lacrosse by infusing science Into
the game. A maxim among them was
that the ball would travel quicker than
the man ; therefore, it was only reason-
able that a game into which passing and
a good handling of the hickory was in-
troduced, in place of the animal en-
durance which had ebtained for so long,
would be a quicker game and divide the
play more among the members of the
team. After the intraduction of the pre-
sent scientific game, the Shamrocks
were unconquerable for five consecutive
years,

‘I'nere is no game equal to lacrosse for
vivacity and interest to the spectators, a
total stranger to its rules can enjoy
watching a game equally with the most
practiced player as soon as the funda-
ment principle, that the ball is to be
passed through the goals to ecore, is un-
derstood. ) .

The match next Saturday will, we sin-
cerely hope, be marked by not alone a
apirit of cordiality worthy of two com-
binations of the merit and calibre of the
pioneer lacrosse organizations, but that
it will also be a splendid exhibition of
their science, flestness and endurance
and result in & Waterloo for the Montreal
on their own territory.

We have no doubts of theresult of the
match, because apart from our aspira-
tions and good wishes for the success of
the Shamrocke on their next step upon
the bridge which leads to certain victory,
for they are now entering in the
second half of that series, we are firinly
of the opinion that the Montrealers can-
not lower the green and white coloxrs.

STANDING OF LACROSSE CLUBS.

SENIOR CHAMPIONSHIE.
Played. Won. Losat. To Play;

Shamrock...... 4 4 0 4
Montreal ...... . 4 3 1 4
Capital....c..... 3 2 1 5
TorontO.eeieses 4 1 3 4
Cornwall........ O 0 b 8

INTERMEDIATE CHAMPIONSHIP.
Played. Wzn. L%st.. To Play.

Y. Shamrock.. 4 4
Quebes .cceevrne 4 3 1 4
Montreal....... 38 2 1 5
Sherbrooke.... 4 ] 4 4
Crezsent........ 8 0 3 5

JUNIOR CHAMPIONSHIP.
Played. Won. Lost. To Piay,
Jr.Shamrock., 2 % (1) g :

Montresal ....... 2
Le National... 2 -- 0 2 2



